oncerning the 


George, and ſeveral 


o 4 


ding mm the High Court oj 


_ humbly preſented to the ] 
of. the Common-wealth g 
and to the þ 


"” 
© 


Lonp: GENERAL. 


By Tao. Vjoisr of .Londan, Gold-ſm 


Who moſt humbly defire's them to take the fame 
Canlideration,it beeing for the ſecurities and 
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of State. 
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|  Ureſfes' in the” behalf of the Anas, 


ſeveral Prize-ſhips and Silver, de <peh 


' the Zo December, 1652, in ithe 


(a) 


THE RIGHT HONORABLE _ :-. 

Major General HARRISON, 

Major General DESBOROMW), 
Collonel PHILIP JONES, and” 


7, of the Right Honorable | the Gul 


Ir WER Hen God, / hl Pa rovi- 
| >) dence; os Fiolved the 
\FY,| late Parlament and Coun- 
\ B&A/SA| cil of State, then of Hhril, 
1653; - and moſt of thoſe Honorable Mein- 
bers of the Council, and Parlament' (to 
whom I made formetly my Yap Ad- 


Admiraltie”) ceaſing from their © 
lick emploiments, and reduced i info he 3 


condition of private perſons ; 'It Hheafed # 
"1 Bs 


» LS LS 
Eds a Eel ataecy 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. fo 
' /-., God to put}it into my heart, - to -make 
my addrefles to Col.}eeton,and Lievtenant © 
. "their actions to bee publick ſpirited men, 
"and ſuch as daily ſought-the honor an 


s 
% "Mr 


* welfare of the Common-wealth, 


Fi 


E | buſineſs, 'arid- how far I had proceeded in 


Weg Silycr-priſes, and- other affairs 
in that Court : They. were pleaſed, 


-Y l 
« 2:2 - 
3-208 
"a 
= 


og cars 1 had taken aboyr rhe ſtaying 
the. Prize. Silver and Ships; and Collonel 
Bennet and Col, Fones ſending for mee, 
upon. .the  Lieytenant; of the. Tower's in- 
formation to then about mee , They de- 
ſired, mee t9;, give them informations for 
the carrying on the buſineſs of the Silver 
mnzes,.. and that I ſhould ſet down ſeve- 
pal. rules for.che managing the SOng 
| : LENS. : O 


»=, 


"2 J-208 


The Epiſtle Dedicotird: | 
of the ſilver for the State's profit, and fol 


keeping an account of all the particular 


parcels, which 1 did,and delivered « to Col. 
P and Col. Bennet, © - 

Major General Desborow procured mee 
a new. Warrant from the Council of 
Stace; theſe great favors of your Honors, 
for giving mee encouragement to proceed 
in this buſineſs of the Prize-ſhips and Sil- 


ver,, I humbly conceiv, was onely tn re- 


lation to the ſervice and proſperitic ofthe: 


Common-wealth, and yourlove to Juſtice, 
that every one: ſhould have his right. - 
May it pleaſ your Honors ! The Court 
of Adrira tie, in time of VVar, is like a 
private Poſtern to a ſirong Caſtle that is 
beſieged; the paſſage is narrow, you can 
com in bur one by one - buc if the Gar- 
riſon negle& to put a Sentinel at that door, 
that. little Poſtern ſhall, in ſhore tame, 
through the vigilancie of thegAdverſarics, 
let in ſo many. encmicgy « thc che Caſtle 
will bee taken, 
Your Court of Admiraltie is a Jang: 
rous Back-door of the Common-wealth; 
if the State watch not carefully, to: ſee 
what goe's, and to haye a good account 
of what Prizes com in, either for-the State, 
or for private men of V Var. _ 


_— it pleaſ your” Honors | there is 


a great 


E The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
EE A a great deal of difference between: the 
2 _ © Judgment of any Court of Juſtice in 
Weſtminſter, which' are between man and 
man, and the Judgments and Acts of < 
a Court of Admuiraltie for maritime 
cauſes , for if an error in judgment, or 


the Chancerie, Upper-Beuch, Common- 
Pleas, and” Checquer doth fall out ; if ir 
bee: for the State, the Common-wealth 
may have a review, and trie their Title 
again : and the like it is between partie 
and partie, if they pleaſ :* the Lands re- 
main, the people are. here to give. a re- 
ſponſ to -any ſuch actions. Bur your 
Coure of Admiraltie hath ſuch a Poſtern . 
door, called, the Sea, that an error in judg- 
22 ment there, u a damage irreparable , in this 
. conjuncture of time ; for the Ships and 
Merchandize may bee, and have been, in 
your entritf's power, to bee imploied 
againſt you 40 hours after, as in caſe 
of ſeveral ShipF diſcharged the Court of 
_ Admiraltie. DE Dt 
+ This 'Poſtern of your (Court of Admiral- 
tie was made ſo :wide, by the induſtrie 
_ of ſeveral Merchants : and no. doubt bur it 
"was by 'means of monie, that: will cut 
through the Pirenean mountains, that twelv 
Ships paſſed out of the Court of Admi- 


raltie 


any undue practices in the proceedings of - 


-. hy ht 
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raltie at one time, .the 17 of November, 
1652; and ſeven Ships the 19 Nov.and 
five the 16 Dec.1652.& 4 Ships 18Dec.1652: 


_ quick judgments1n ſuch weightie buſineſles, 


whereas the ſafetie of the Common-wealth; 
and every particular perſon, was concern» 
ed to have-every Prize-ſhip ſtrictly exa- 
mined before their. Diſcharge ; and this 
was don after they were brought as Prize, 
at a vaſt charge of your Fleet and loſs of 
blood; 4 Jad thing to think, that the State's 
buſineſs ſhould bee ſo managed, | 
May 1t pleaſ your Honors! abont the 
16 December, 1652, ſeventeen Ships were * 
co. bee diſcharged by the Court of Admi- 
raltie, conteining 3400: Tuns ; all laden 
with rich Commodities, and ſilver, had 
not I com into the Court of Admiraltie, 
and proteſted againſt the Deliverie of them: 
as appear's on Record 1n the ſaid Court, 
for my doing "thereof I had;a verbal 
VVarrant from the Committee of For- 
reign Afﬀairs. If you will bee pleaſed to 
enquire what became of many. of. theſe 
Ships ſo. diſcharged, this Narrative fol- 
lowing will acquaint you: Som, of; them 
went to Holland, Captain Biſhop's Letters 
from Holland will tell you the ſame of 
many of theſe Ships. 1th, 
May it pleaſ your Honors! The Court 
—— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. | 
of Admiraltie was, about Chrifi-tide laſt, 
ruled by three men, of different affecti- 
ons : One, that knew much of the Law, 
and the practice of that Court, which hee 
did daily ſhew _ ; but it was in that 
waie of bitterneſs againſt the State's In- 
tereſt in their ſeveral Prizes, that no Coun- 
ſel at the Bar ſaid half ſo much for their 
Clients, as hee, beeing a Judg, declared 
againſt the Common-wealth's Title about 
ſom of the Prizes, and Silver , The Other 
juſt, and would have been glad to have 
don the Common-wealth's buſineſs, bur 
that hee was not grounded in the Pro- 
ceeding of that Court. A Third grown 
fuddenly rich, by the common rule thac 
_ all Judges that grow ſuddenly rich, myſt 
walk by. - 

May it plea your Honors ! When] 
was firſt commanded by the Council of 
State to attend this buſineſs, about the 
Prize-filver, I faw ſo much 1n theſe per- 
 fons/& their practice, and ſom of the Pro- 
&ors of that Court, at the firſt entrance 
into the Court about this buſineſs of my 
Proteſt;- that I was ſtartled and troubled 
£o-confidet, what a. buſineſs I had under- 
=—_ the Committee of Forreign At- 
airs, 

_ 'BurT put on a Reſolittion, by God's Aſsi- 


ſtance 


_ 
EEE IM Wn.) Va” bk 
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 Rance, not to: bee. worded out of this bus 


ſineſs, but to wade through it ; for that 
the ſafetie of the whole Nation was at 
the Stake, in that conjuncture of time; 
the Hollanders beeing at that time in che 
Downs. And to terrifie mee,” and to de- 
ter mee from proceeding to-do: you this 


ſervice ; when I ſeriouſly: conſidered 


of the buſineſs, I had frft the Merchants 
ready to load mee with ations, if I could 
not have proved my Allegations. Secondly 
T had publick Miniſters, that would have 
taken away my life as an Incendiarie, if 
I could not have proved, there was Silver 
belonging to the Hollanders,.in the Ships, 
Sampſon, Salvador, and George, which I 
ſtaied. And thirdly, had theſe Prizes 


been cleared, I had many of the Coun- 


cil of State would have ſent mee back to 
my Old Lodging in the Tower, Fourth- 
ly | had an enraged companie of. Do- 
ors and Proctors, and ſuch things, whoſe 
Trade I diſcovered, and was reſolved, by 
God's alsiſtance, to ſpoil for the time to 
com ; and indeed I had ſo many obſtacles 
to' conteſt with, as would have ſtarcled a 
thouſand men. - OED ERSEF | 
Againſt this, I ſet the Safetie of the Na- 
ti0n,and reſtoring mee to my Eitate : and that 
I ſhould convince mine enemies that mY 
ha 


The. Epiſtle Deaicaterie. 
had don ll in oppreſsing mee, when they 
fee both what: I could and would venture 
to do, for my Countrie's ſervice; and the 
world ſhould. ſee; that I- would - not fear 
the face-of any to-unmask theſe frauds : 
And. I hope. the Juſtice and V Viſdom of 
Parlament, will make ſtrict laws and rules 
for the, future, - to prevent; ſuch. abuſes as 
have been notoriouſly practiſed by many 
in that Court ; and- that the State will 
keep: good Sentiniels -and watchmen for 
the future, both to examine all papers, 
Bills of: Lading, and the Regiſters and 
_ all the Examiners, . and other proceedings 
in that Court, 

It is not one or two of the ableſt men 
that can bee found in this Nation can do 
this buſineſs in the Admiraltie duly as it 
ſhould bee: don : If I bee commanded, 
and . have. a moderate allowance, I will 
give the State a good account for the time 
to:com, | | 
- . Andat this preſent time the Prizes are 
many: and ſomtimes a man may light on 
a Letter, a Paper, or ſheet of Account, 
that may bee worth to the State a hun- 
dred thouſand pounds: and there are ſe- 
crets in the. expounding of Merchants 
Letters, ( that are not eaſily diſcovered) 
Accounts; and Bills of Lading, Purſer's 


| Books L 
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Books ; and will take up ſeveral knowing 
men's time to underſtand : a ſtrict eie will 
improve the State's Intereſt much; and if the 
State will have this buſineſs well don,it muſt 
bee well paid for; for ſmall fees and penſions, 
where great entifts are, make's the Divel 
ſuggeſt invitations to take Bribes ; and 
where a man muſt laie one two. or three 
hundred pounds, or more, for his intelli- 
| gence, boat-hire, and meſlengers, (and 
without this your buſineſs cannot bee 
well don) and if your Officer ſhall not have 
much more a year from the 'State for 
his yearly Fees in this bufincſs ; this, I 
believ, hath made ſom to take up the 
cemptation, and to make them finde out 
wales to help themſelvs, ſeeing the State 
will not paic them well for their pains, get- 
ting more in an hour by delivering a pa- 
per, or concealing it, than the State will 
allow them for Grew years Salarie. If I 
would have driven this Trade to have be- 
traied my truſt, I needed not have asked 
the State a pennie : I could have had my 
eleven thouſand pound , without Petitioning 
for it, I have good reaſon to beliey this 
is, and hath been acted by ſom: I would 
will 2 to mend it for the future, leaſt this 
fire burſt out, and' conſume them before 


(c) they 
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they bee aware of it : I have given ſom 
notice of it; -if God give them grace to 
prevent it for the future ; for elf at one 


time or other it will burſt out. If 1 have 


proof of it, I ſhall not ſpare him or them, 
when I am emploied by the State, | 
May it pleaſ your Honors ! 1 diſco- 
vered the frauds of the Merchants, and 
others, in laboring to deceiv the State of 
their Prize-ſilver. But 1t was my Lord 
Bradſhaw , who, by his power, intereſt, 
and influence in the late Council of State, 
and his profound experience and judg- 
ment that cauſed the imbargo of the Sil- 
ver to bee made : and what benefit and 


Treaſure doth com into the Common- 


wealth by the Silver-prizes. The Com- 


mon-wealth, I humbly ſay, ow's the pri- 
marie Remembrance: thereof to his judg- 
ment and vigilancie in this weightie bu- 
ſineſs : For when I brought him firſt my 
Papers, thoſe of the 8" December, 1652. 
And after other Papers, hee preſently up- 
on his diligent —_— of them, found out 
the fraud, as to his particular judgment, 
and asked mee many other Queſtions then 


I had: writen , which ſatisfied him, and 


that made his Honor preſs ſo hard in this 
buſineſs againſt thoſe that oppoſed mee at 
ry | my < the 
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the Council of State for my: proſeeution 
thereof; and to ſee 'that I ſhould not bee 
oppreſſed for doing the State this ſer- 
VICE» | Ms ns 

For at one time in the Council of 


. 


State, it was ata ſtanding-water, whether 


I ſhould ſhoot Bridg, and ſo go back to the 
Tower, where I had been formerly laid 
up, by the power of malitious and ſub- 
til men, who made many of the late Pat- 
lament-men their inſtruments to keep mee 
in the Tower, upon pretence that I was 
a malignant, that fo I ſhould not diſcover 


the neſt of Tranſporters of Gold and Sil 


ver ; which I then was Ordered by the 
Parlament to do : and there is about twen- 
tie Orders of Parlament and Committees, 
for the bringing in 'the Ac for the 
diſcoverie of the ſame, and the Act twice 
read in the late Parlament ; and an Or- 
der for the finiſhing the Act againſt the 
Tranſporters of Gold, about 14. April laſt; 
was appointed in the Parlament. i 
May 1t pleaſ your Honors ! my Lord 
Bradſhaw told mee ; about Chrift-tide laſt; 
before Tho. Weſtroop Eſquire ; that there 
was ſom of the Council would, if they 
could,” hang mee for ſtaying this Silver;- 
which doing of mine, as hee: conceived, 
was 
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was -a great" and good ſervice -to the 
Common-wealth ; but to the uttermoſt 
of his power hee would ſee they ſhould 
not oppreſs mee: So that the State ow's 
his Lordſhip for that benefit they receiy 
by the Prize-ſilver, and I ow my liber- 
tie to his juſtice and goodneſs, that would 
engage himſelf in this buſineſs, to ſee I 
ſhould not bee oppreſſed for my doing 
this ſervice for the Common-wealth. [ 
humbly wiſh, for the ſafetie of the Com- 
mon-wealth ,- wee had more States-men 
of his profound judgment, vigilancie and 
COUragc. 

The God of heaven proſper your Ho- 
nors 1n all you take in hand; that fo you 
may-bee a bleſsing to. this Nation in ge- 
neral; that as God hath choſen you from 
thouſands of your Brethren to do mightie 
things, and wonderful in the etes of this 
Generation, both at home and abroad ; 
ſo hee- would out of his infinite mercies 
keep your hearts upright, that no world- 
ly proſperitie make you forget God's infi- 
| Nite mercies to you and yours ;. but that 
you may, all the daies of your life remem- 
ber your deliverances in the dates of bat- 


tle, when you jeoparded your lives for the 
freedom of this Nation : no doubt God 
nn heard 
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heard your, vows, and exſpect's yaur per- 
formances for the good of this Nation, | 
May-'4it pleaſ your Honors ! This Nar- 
rative 1 humbly. preſent you, is the un- 
 masking of a cynning. and dangeroyns 
plot againſt the Parlament, tending to 
the ruine and deſtruction of every parr 
ticular Member of this Nation, ' _. 
When [I was firſt engaged in. making 
my diſcoyerie, | met wih many, Waſps 
that did ſting mee, and venemous Ad- 
ders , but by the. good guidance | of "2 
God, the State- hath plucked aye ſom | 
of their teeth - others will ſtorm. to ſee ; 
theſe Truths diſcovered and laid open 
to your Honors. I am a moſt humble 
ſuicer to \ the Parlament and your. Ho- 
nors for your protection and countenance 
in the doing this ſervice to the Nati- 
on. | 
God bleſs and proſper all the coun- ay 
| ſels and undertakings of Your Honors, A 
_ and every particular Member of this pre- 
ſent Parlament ; that no force or com- 
bination of forreign.or home-born Trai-» _» 
- tors may undergine them ; that they beeing "i 
delivered from cher enetnics both at home +#, 
and abroafl, may never forget God's great |. 
 mercies,that they @ay beg nurſing fathersof . | G> 
this Nation, thatghey may bee tender _- 4 
| (d) and. 
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and merciful to the poor and diſtreſſed, 
that they bee builders up of our breaches, 
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and that they caretully cheriſh Arts and 
Manufactures for the ſetting all the poor 
of this Nation a Work, that all the ble(- 


| ſings of this life may bee beſtowed on 
them. And as God hath raiſed them a- 


bove their brethren , ſo that hee would 
bee pleaſed to rail them all to reign with / 
his Yon for ever; it beeing that which is 
promiſed thoſe that rule well here, ſhall 
reign with him eternally in the heavens: 


and this ſhall bee the praicr of 
Your Honor's humble ſervant 


Aug. 3.1653. 


Tho: Violet. 


eA' True 


Of ſom remarkable-Procedings concerning 


the ſhips Samſon, Sakvadore and George, and 
ſeverall other Prize-ſhips, depending. in the Admi- 
ralty ; humbly preſented tro the Parliament of the 
Common-wealth ot England, and (ouncell of State, 
and the (ouncell of Officers of his Excellency 
the Lord GENE RALL. 


By Tho. Viortur of Londow Gold-Smith, 


Humbly defiring them to take the ſame into their 
(onfideration, it being of very great concernment 
to the ſecurity of this Nation. 


And further hee humbly refers himſelfe to his Papers , Peti- 
 8:0ns and Letters, delivered to ſeverall Members of the Coun- 
cell of State, wherein is diſcovered many Deſignes of Mer- 
chants and others, upon fraudulent pretences, ro have de- 
fcated the Common-wealth of all the Silver now coyning in 
_ the Tower, becing ncere foure hundred thouſand pounds : 
Alfo an Order of the Councell of Stare, for removing ſeverall 
obſtructions in the Mint, And ſeverall Petitions and Pro- 
ceedings thereupon, by order of the aboveſaid Commrtee : 
All which are humbly preſented to your Honors, and ro all 
true lovers of their Countrey', who ſhall Reade and take 
notice of the ſame. 


e*fop 
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LONDON, 
Printed in the yeere of our Lord God. 1653. 
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PARLIAMENT of the Conimon- 
wealth of ENG LAND: 


The humble Petition of Tuo0.Viot nx 


Sheweth, + 


Hat your Pctitioner , \in December 
laſt, finding the Common-wealth daily 
deceived in ſeverall Prizes that had 
beene unduly diſcharged in the 
Court of Admiraltie, and elſe where 

een ſince Auguſt laſt, to the value of 
many hundred thouſand pounds, which frauds , if 
continued, had proved highly prejudiciall ro the 

Common-wealth, by enabling the Dutch in their mi{ 

chievous praCtiſes to circumyent and ecliple the glo- 

ry of this Nation, and all this conſtantly acted by 
ſome - Merchants, and others, by compliance with 
ſome perſons in truſt in the Admiraltie. 

For prevention thereof for 'the / future, your Peti- 
tioner did about the eighth of December laſt, deliver 
in writing unto the Lord Bradſhawe a Paper, diſco- 
vering thart at that preſent time, a | pune and com- 
bination was ſet on foote and acted againſt the State, 
by ſeverall Merchants, and others, who at that time 
(combining with ſome publique miniſters of for- 
raigne Princes, did endeavor and plot to pur a blind 
on the Parliament and. ( ouncell of State, and having the 
connivance and aſsiſtance of ſome perſons in power 
and truſt for the Common-wealth and Admiraltie , contri- 
ved by fraud , falſe pretences and claimes, to get 
clecred out of the Admiraltie, leverall ſhips taken as 
A 2 prize 


(2) 
prize,. but. moſt eſpicially. three rich Ships, viz. the 
Sampſon, the George, and the Salvador, in which ſhips 
your Petitioner had certaine-intelligence there was 
many hundred thouſand pounds of Silver, and Mer- 
chandize for the. accompt, of ſeyerall people in An- 
fterdam, *Dvrt, and other places of\che* wiited-Provinces 
(your Petitioner having beene imployed by the late 
King and his Councell, for making known many 
ſecret practiſes of the. like nature unto them) your 
Petitioner 6ut of his affection to the proſperitie of 
this Common-wealth , did undertake to the Lord Brad- 
ſhawe to ninmiaske thele frauds. * 

In purfuance-whereof , your Petitioner knowing 
how much it did concerne this (ommon-wealth to have 
theſe abuſes diſcovered and made known, hee deli- 
vercd ſeverall Papers unto ſeverall Members of che 
late Comnicell of State, and to-Dodtor Walker in Decem- 
ber and January laft, which 'did manifeſt by what 
waics and prattifes theſe abufes were daily commir- 
ted, which ſervice was ſo acceptable to. many of the 
Councell of State, that your Petitioner had an aſſurance 
from many of them , in the behalf of the Common- 
wealth, that if your Petitioner could intirle the Stare to 
the Silver in the aforeſaid ſhips, and make ir our b 
ſufficient proofe; then he ſhould have all his Eftate 
both reall and perſonall reſtored unto him, which is 
under ſequeſtration upon 'malicious and untrue 
' information , or the full value thereof , which as 
mounted unto the ſome of eleven thouſand pounds, 
to bee paid unto your Petitioner out of the Silver 
which your Petitioner ſhould gaine ro the Comman- 
wealth - out of the aforeſaid prize-ſhips, which by 
your Petitioners painfull endeavors, and to his great 
and vaſt expence was then accordingly ſtayed, and 
| proofe when to entitle the State to all the Silver which 
is now coyning in the Tower. 

Notwithſtanding the ſtrong combinations and de- 

a ſignes 


(3) 
ſignes of ſome in. the Court of Admiraltie, and ſome 
other, great ones in power, to defraud the' Common» 
wealth, as was intimated by Maſter Fames Stanieres ler- 
ter, and in truth your Petitioner hath run'as great 
hazard of being ruined both in his eſtare and perſon, 
for his proteſting in the behalfe of the' Commonwealth, 
againſt the diſcharge of theſe ſhips and Silver, which 
had then, withour your Petitioners proteſt in Court, 
beeneall diſcharged, and at that time the Dutch had 
ſuch a party,even in the Councel of State,that by ſom of 
them your petitioner was diſcouraged to proceed in 
this buſines, by which means the merchants were en- 
couraged toclaime, as'is well known to many hun- 
dreds of Merchants in London, inſomuch as your pe- 
titioner was enforced , 'in the face of the Court to 
charge ten ſeverall Merchants , who were then all in 
the Court of Admiraltie,- for fraudulent praiſes ; in 
laboring to diſcharge the ſaid Ships ,""and your peti- 
tioner did then declare to the Judges 'inthe:Court of 
Admiraltie, that if they did difcharge the faid Ships 
and Silver, upon any pretence-of- any - Merchants ot 
other perſons whomſoever , before your petitioners 
witneſſes were examined, they did not | uma bur 
give away the-Common-wealths Treaſure, and that your 
petitioner did appeale to the Parliament againſt their 
proceedings to diſcharge the Silver, which did fo ex- 
aſperate the Judges in the Admiraltie, that they com- 
plained to the Councell of State againſt your petitioner, 
for endeavoring to ſtay the Silver and laid ſhips, and 
upon full examination of the buſineſle bel the 
Committee of forraigne-affaires , theſe ſhips were 
notwithſtanding ordered to be ſtaid, and your peti- 
tioner ordered to proſecute with all expedition and 
vigilance, in the behalfe of the (ommon-wealth,, for 
entitling the State to it , which he hath done accor- 
dingly. Your Petitioner therefore humbly prayes 
your Honors to bee pleaſed to conſider the great- 
B nefle 


(4) 
nefle of your peticioners ſervice, in ſtaying the Trea- 
ſurein'Pecember laſt , and diſcovering the frauds of 
ſome in the Admiraltie, at ſuch time when the Hol- 
lander was domaniering in the Downes , and how 
much it.did weaken them and diſappoint their occa- 
fions,..and what an advantage it 1s to the Common- 
wealth to have the State accomodated with neere foure 
huadred thouſand pounds of the enemies Trealure, 
inthis conjuntture of time, for your petitioners do- 
ing thereof hee hath contraRted the malice of many 
hundred: Merchants. | | . 


| _- ,- tn conſideration of all which Services, your Pe- 

 titioner humbly prayes his Sequeſtration may bee diſe 

: Charged, and his eftate both reall and ptr ſonall reſto- 

_ . Jed tnto him, or the true value thereof paid hun, 
as 04s promiſed your: Petitioner upon bis undertake 

- #ng this buſineſſe, or that your Flonors would take 
. .»-> Juch Order for your Petitioners reliefe in the Premi- 
'.- | ' ſes as by your grave Wiſedomes ſhall bee thought «- 
 -  greeable to Juſtice. 


| And, as induty bound, your 
Petitioner ſhallpray,&c. 


(5) 
SSH SÞÞSÞHÞSSÞS$ÞSÞIGÞÞEIHDIRL HL 
eA (opie of a Paper preſented the eighth of 
December 1652. to the Lord Bradſhaw 

and +«M after Allen, by Themas Violet, 

who the ſame day delivered the ſaid Paper 

to the Councel of State , and the Councel 

upon ſeveral debates before the Comutee of 
Forraigne affaires Ordered, the 13. of De- 
cember 1652. the ſaid Tho. Violet to aſ- 

fiſt, on the behalf of the Commonwealth, 

the proſecution in the high ( ourt of Admi- 

ralty againſt the is # Samſon, Salvador 

and George, which had then aboard all the 
ſilver now coyning in the T ower,, and that 

he ſhould repair to D. V Valker, Advocate 

for the Comonwealth, and acquaint him 
from time to time what he lad to offer on 

. behalf of the publique in reference to the 

ſaid Ships. | 


BS Ay it pleaſe your Honor, having under- 
y ſtood from fome Merchants that the 
Councel of State have referred the Spanith 
Ambaſſadors claimeto a great quantity 
; | of Treaſure, which hee prerends to bee 
his Maſters, the King of Spaines ſilver, and all the 
ſilver belonging to his Maſters ſubjects (unto the 4d- 
miralty, 'there to receive a Judgement according to 
the equity of the cauſe.) .In-all humilitieI acknow- 
ledge the Juſtice of the Admiralty , and thar [ beleeve 
they will doe their utmoſt, both for doing the Spa- 
| B 2 niſh 


(6) 
niſh Ambaſſador right, and to ſee the State ſhall have 
what bclongs juſtly ro them. -” 

. Bur withall I thinke ic my duty to acquaint you, 
that the proceedings in the Admiralty muſt goe accor- 
ding tothe formes of that Court , except the Judges 
receive ſome extraordinary direion from the Parlia- 
ment or the ( ouncel of State in this weighty bufineſle, 
now I humbly ſay, the proceedings at Law. will cake 
ſo much time up that the Merchants will ſend into 
Spayne for new cocquets, and new Bills of lading, 
and for money no doubt they will get a poſt-Regi- 
ſtring, and Iam confident there are many in London 
can write and counterfeit Bills of lading and Cockets 
and never ſend into Spayne for them , beſides, I have 
good reaſon to beleeve the hearts, purſes, heads and 
books of accounts of many Merchants of London, will 
be all ready to asf1ſt che Dutch-Merchants to: cozen 
the State of this Treaſure; and truly my humble 0. 
pinion is, that if any publike miniſters can by their 
pory get all this ſilver our of the Parliaments hands, 
that then they will bee extraordinarily rewarded by 
them of Holland for ſalvage of this Treaſure , it will 
be beyond Commilsion, money or factoridge, 

And as the conjun&ture of time ſtands berween us 
and the Dutch this preſent moneth of December, 
ſome publique Miners in England will have the 
profitableſt employment 'of any Ambaſlador in the 

World, if they can chriften all Hollanders goods and 
Treaſure with the name of Antwerpians , Oftenders 
and Dunkirkers, or by his or their power can make 
all goods laden in Hamburgers or Hance rownes,that 
thoſe goods mult of neceſsity belong ro Hamborough, 
when I have certaine profe to juſtifie the contrary, 
and I humbly deſire, before the ſhips be diicharged, 
my witneſſes may be all examined, and upon che 

perill of my life I will prove that:in theſe ſhips there 
are great quantities of filyer tor- che Accompr of 

Hollanders 


_ 


Sn (7) 
Hollanders,: and people of the united Provintegs/! - . 
| I having formerly beene privy to the proceedings 
of Merchants that have tranſported gold; andi/filyer 
out of this Nation, and allo acquainted/with1ſeveral 
Metchants- that have yeerely imported: {ilver:/from 
. Spayne,.. thought it my gity to acquaint youy- that if 
' the Parliament and Councel of State be not very- vigilant 
in this bulineſſe , .and of the proceedings aboutrthe 
ſilver, they will be! cozened of their right, for-there 
will be no ſtone left unturned' both by:the:Mer- 
chants beyond Seas and here, to circumvent the State 
of this Treaſure. . | anos, the: 
This thatI ſay, I ſpeake not ourof- ill willtoche 
Hollander, for there are ſeveral of the Councel of State 
did me the 'honor ro aske me what thought of a 
Peace or Warre; I ever, with all humilicie jicrold 
thofe that asked mee ; that there could never come a 
more ſafe nox honorable thing to the State, »then to 
conclude.a ſafe ind honorablePeace with Holland, 
yet. though I loved them very well: while wee had 
Peace, | reſpe&t-them not now during. thetime of 
Warre, after {uch a rate that they by ws. {hould:co- 
zen the State of this great Treaſure, which isnow 
 raken, if to ghe urtermoſt of my power I could(hin- 
der it,or ad any thing to the ſtop of it.; and knowin 
what great miſchjefs would come tothis Nation, if 
I did not make your. Honors acquainted with theſe 
practiſes; Ichinke I am bound, as any Engliſh-man, 
not to fearethe face of any, though I know it will 
get mee ill will, anda ſhrewd turne;. even with ſom 
great ones in power ; this ſervice ſhall beare me re- 
cord how faithfully I ever loved and doe lovem 
Countrey, and convince all thoſe that have milre- 
_ prelented meeto the State, that after fo long opprel- 
ſion, l may have my Eſtate reſtored; and this is the 
crue reaſon wherfore I humbly preſent this Paper to 
your Honor, wvixt. rf i PE a-25; 
| C | My 
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RR 2) | 
"MpLord, wwheathe King of Spayres flecte-returas 
Lacar there lies qutalwaies beyond: the: bar 
inc Lucar-, which is] out: of: the cormmand 

of che. "Calle, ſeveral. oahips of alt Nations, 
yy y to take in filver. and 

[;: coucheneele, and all' other Iadiacommodities 
ar :Nolne-aboard,, which ſome yeeres. there bach 
beene impoſed above roo in” "the hundred for Re- 


: gifting: 


Thele goods being ſhipped, as aforefaid, then the 
Maſter of the-ſhip that takes then in; uſually ſi nes 


. three Bills, belide the Regiſter of iis owne bookes; 
whithintime of. Watre are:many ; andevery Cap- 


taine, Maſter or Purſer muſt. keepe and carry with 


him one, ro \enter/ all parcels and accounts :- One 


billof thee three che Merchant uſually ſends along 
withthe ſhip, with a letter. of advice to the Merchant, 

whathe h [kar him, che markes/and weight, or 
number of ingots, or Peeces of eight, andthe marks 
and number .of all: bails-, fardels cheſts or caske: 
Another of theſe bills is ſent overland uſually by the 


Poſt; with letters of advice of ſuch goods , gold and 
| ſilver, andthoſc'bills 2 ſhipboard. they alrer accor- 


ding to the courſe they are tofteere ; it it be through 
the chanell of one two or three enemies, they wall 
ſhew ſeverall bills of lading and bookes of entries, 


- but thole bills that goe by land ate; alwaies the True 


bills, che other bills in theſe times are uſually amuſe- 
ments to. defraude the State , bur ulcally rhoſe that 
come by the Poſt are the rrue bills; bur fad thoſe on 
ſhip-board uſually the Merchants know a monerh 
Aa then the ſhips coming by Sea, what gold and 
ſilver or comodities his Fator hath hi pped, and in 


EE] _ what ſhips, and gives order accordingly ar Dover, or 


other Ports inthis Nation , for ſend I. goods ro 
according | 

as advice ſball be given him, where the beft marke: 
is 
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;5-{tHe chird bill is alwaies kept in the Fators -hiinds. 


according to his Bills of lading + Andif theMaſtes 


deliver the-Goods; the receipts on any one:of the crue 
Bills'6t Lading diſcharges'the other rwo/Bills.//./- © 
-/Phar che Stare: would" be pleaſed to defire any. 
publique Agents thart lay claim, ro'ſhew the originalt 
Wwrrants*(tor ſending away this filver from: Spain, 


either at Cales or S.Lacars,or otherPorts)bills af lading | 


or his originall Lecrers, ſuch as he or they willRtand 2 
upon his or their hottorarethe true originalls our of 
Spain, txken at-Saint Lucar- or ( adiz,, and that- exact 
copies may beyaken by the Admiralty, and this to be + 
done forthwith, and that they pur in all their claims. 
they make to any Goods, gold or ſilver in theſe ſhips 
very ſodainly, upon their honor to bejuſt and true * 
claims without any guile or fraud. att by 
"That the State will be pleaſed to take order, that 
the Admirallty ftrictly examine all the clhict FaQors 
and Mariners of theſe ſhips, what Country tnen 
they.are-> where there aboad is ? wherher they doe 
not goc by falſenames ? and to give a juſt anſwer ar 
their perill; and which of them belongs ro Holland ? 
4nd'wherher they have. made any Bills 'of Lading 
falſly at Sea, or in the Downs, or ſince they came into 
England and antedated the'ſame ? if done, by whole 
idvice? and who were privy unto it ? or have defa- 
ced ortorn leaves-out of their books of Invoyces 5 or 
altered- their Bills or Books ſince they came | from 
Spain? and who were'prefent'at. the doing thereof ? 
That they give you an.accompr "where each of 
them lye, and ar whoſe houſe in Saint Katherines, or 
elſewhere, what Merchants 'in London they know, or 
have communication with ? and"-who aretheir Fa- 
Rors ? and ſet down their names, where cach parti- 
cular man 'dwells.. ep Bderes © 
Thar they declare upon oath, who they know m_ 
- gb - # ; ent 
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ſens beyond: Seas ito bave-the filver and- gold'and 


nmodiries claimed by the Scate regiſtred in Spayne, 
ſince theftayiof the treaſure here; 'and. what men in 
London have beene: advizing and afsiſting that way, 
and where they dwell; and-whart Notaries or..others 
in London have given.them advice concerning the 'pre- 
What. Merchknrs: they know have promiſed any 


$ np Miniſters of Stateany ſummes of: money, 


and what agreement or ſatisfaction they ſhould have, 
if hee; or they , could 'getthe ſilver claimed by.-him 


. or: them," into his ortheir- hands, and ſent beyond 


Seas; to name what Merchants thatlive in England, 
and what Nation ſocver have had any treatic or a- 
greement with them, or any publique miniſters or 


| others, forthe purpoſe and intents aforeſaid. 


My humble ſuit to your Lordſhip is, that the Coun- 
cel of Stats would be pleaſed to uſe all the. expedition 
they can ih. the buſneſle, and to ſettle ſome ſtrict 
orderin it, for if they give: the Merchants time to 
ſend to Spayne, the Merchants will. there have what 
—_— regiſtred, and upon whoſe accompt they 


| pleale, and ſceing that there they cannot have one 


penny, if that we prove the ſilver and commodities 
belong to Holland, 'they are atid will be conſtrained 
to goe to Spayne, and there, 'though-ir be a confilca- 
tionto ſend away filver before it be: Regittred, with- 
out the Kings Licence, yet the-great Officers and 
Stateſmen. to have a good ſhare, in-all probabiliry 
will get the Kings pardon, and to give what Certift- 
Cats Fall bee Jefired, as they have 19 ye done in 
Otho Georges caſe (provided the Dutch will pay well . 


for it.) To prevent which , there is, nothing but 


expedition,before they have learned their leſſon from 
Spayne.; if theſe Merchants which claime this filver 
would ſpeake truth, they know almoſt all this, Silver 
is for the accompt of Amſterdam, Dort, and Netherland 
IT» 5 | '_ merchants 
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(n) 
merchant. My Lord , if the State in the examination of 
theſe particulars will command my ſer-vice in this bufineſſe, by 
Gods aſsiſtarce 1 ſhall give you a good Accompt, IT ſhall with all 
readines attend it faithfully, to the uttermoſt of my power doe 
my duty , for to harve this plot diſcovered highly concernes the 
Commonwealth ; Tharve beene privie to their ſecret pra- 
fiſes of tranſporting of Treaſure to all parts of Chriſtendome, 
out of this Nation, therfore may k::0w the way to unrarvell this 
ſecret combination ſooner then others , for I am aſſured no 
man in this Nation hath had the oportunitie to know theſe waies 
as 1 doe, for I was imployed in theſe diſcoveries, by the late 

ing and his Couucell many yeeres , and my Lo,d, an old 
Deere-ſiealer us the beſt Keeper of a Parke. 

It may lo chance that it may be pretended thar all 
the ſilver that is in theſe ſhips, and not Regiſtred, is 
the King of Spaynes, as by the law-it is, if it were let» 

zed in Flanders, or the King of Spaynes dominions; but 
this prerence if {cr on foote, will hold no warer here, 

as I humbly conceive , for wee are not toanſwereto 

that point : the Merchant had beene lyable in. Spayn 

or at Dunkirke to have anlwered the Lawe for tranſ- 

porting treaſure before ic be Regiſtred.in Spayne, bur 

coming into our harbours, as a prize of Holland, and 

they being enemies to this Srate, wee'are notto be 

accountable for what theſe goods or. monies owes 

the ſtare of Spayne for want of Regiſtring them, nor a- 

ny perſon ſuffered to claime more then is Regiſtred in 

Spayne,and the State have;cleere latisfaCtion of the re- 

all crutch of that claime, for they, having cozened 

the King of his duties, intended to: bring this trea- 

ſure hometo each Hollander upon their private ac- 

' compt; and this. queſtion., I humbly detire to. have 
your honors pur to any forraigne Agent that claimes, 
whether he or they lay claim to the treaſure as forfeir 
ro his or their Maſter, for want of Regiſtring, or thar 
he or they claim it as all ſhipt for his Maſters and his ' 
ſubjeRs proper accompt, upon cleere and juſt bflls of 
Ss lading 
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(12) 
ladingin Spayne? my humble Petition is, that they 
be delired to an{were upon his or their Honors that 

oint. 5 
_ - The Dutch Merchants that ate coticerned in this 
filver, are ſo well verſed in making falſe entries, dou- 
ble bills of lading, Certificates, Charterparties, and 
all other frauds of this nature, thar if they have 
time given them to hatch their egges, there ſhall be 
neither a bar of ſilver nor peeces of eight but whac 
they will bring a Certificate out of Spayne for the Re- 
giſtring it, eyther for the King of Spaynes proper ac- 
compt or for his Subjects or Hamburgers ; they will 
finde any Nation to lay clayme unto it, ſaving the 
right owners, which in truth is the Merchants of | 
Amſterdam and Netherlands, and you may .reſt aſſured 

' the Dutch will rather {ec on foote any pretended 
clayme, cyther Spanyards or Antwerpians to deceive 
us, rather rhen that che Engliſh ſhould have it they 
care not who hath it, for they know we ſhall lay all 
this money out in powder and fhor- for them, and 
they no doubt will leave no ſtone unroled to pre- 

vent us in that particular, if great care be not taken 

EE. in this buſineſle.. : . Ni.” | 

I | All the Premiſfes conſidered ,, I hutably deſire 

| your Honor that the. Councel of State may know of 

thele my moſt humble propoſitions, and take ſuch 

Order in it, as the greatneſle of the cauſe requires, 

for the ſafety and benefit of the Common-wealth, all 

which I humbly ſubmit to your Honors great wil 
dome, and remaine POSE; | 


Deremb. 8, Ay Lord, your humble ſervant 
1652: To WM 
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Monday the 13. of December 1652. At the 
Councel of State at White-hall. ; 
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RDERED, That Maſter Thomas Violet 
h doe aſsiſt in the behalfe of the Common-wealth, 
in the proſecution of this preſent Suit, in the bigh 
Court of Admiralty, againſt the ſhips Samſon ,; Salvador 
and George. And that hee doe repaire to Doftor Walker, 
Advocate for the Common-wealth, and acquaint him from 
time to time, what hee hath to offer on the behalfe of the Pub: 
lique in Reference to the ſaid Ships. | 
Ex. Fohn T hurloe = aca 


the (ounce. _ 


A Breviat of ſerverall Papers delivered to Doftor Walker, & 
ferverall of the Committee of Foxraigne affaires, ſince 
tht 13. of. December 1652.'to the 27. of Fanuary 1652. «ce 
cording to an Order of the Councel of State of the. 13, of 
December laſt, concerning ſeveral prize-ſhips, and the ſdl- 
ver and merchandize therem,, with a Letter to Doftar 

Walker the 29. of Fanuary 1652, concerning all the Pre- 


miſſes. : 


f 


Dr. WALKEK, My ſervice preſented. | 


 \ Oh preſent under queſtion in the ſhips Sampon, 


& LR, the Bullion, Money and Merchandize at 


" Salvador and George, depending in the Admiralty, 
is of ſo great and conſiderable a value, and of fo high 

_ concernment4n preſident, 'and other relation tothe 
(ommon-wealth, and moſt of it ſo probable to prove 
lawfull prize," if rimely and duly.profecuted, and the 
"I 2 paſſen- 
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paſſengers in the ſaid ſhips, and other witneſſes 1 


have preſented to Maſter Bud to be examined, ir be- 
hoves the State, .as.l humbly conceive, not to- ſuffer 
theſc ſhips to paſſe, as many ſhips of great value ſince 
the warre with the Netherlands have done, to the 
unſpeakable dammage of this Nation, it being no 
new thing for the Hollanders, in time of warre, ro 
ſaile under the colours and names, and with the 
cockets of. Hamboro:gh , or ſome other of the Hanſe- 
townes, for they did it all the while they/had warres 
with Spayne ; nor for the ſhips of the Hance-townes, 


_ Oftenders and Dunkirkers to bee tranſporters of Dutch 


goods through-our Seas, from and to all parts of 
Chriftendome, eſpecially Spayne. 

Nay, tnany times, the better to countenance, their 
ſhip or ſhips ſhall be built in Aland, and formerly 
ſold to ſome friend or correſpondent in Hamborough, 
Emden, Lubeck, Dunkirk, Oftend, or the like, and for 
the better colour called the Lioz or Dove, &c. of ſom 
of the aforeſaid places; when really and aftually 
it belongs to Holland or. Zealand, and for inſtance 
whereof one of the ſhips now in queſtion, ſtiles it ſelf 
by the name of the Hamborough 7 Flamborough, and is 
certainly known and will be proved to belong+to 
Rotterdam, and ſo no queſtion will many more of the 
ſhips under areſt prove to. belong to ſome towne of 


Holland, and the uniced Provinces, when ſtrictly and 


duly examined. 

Nor is it any new practiſe for publique Minilſtrs 
of other States to make uſe of their function and Ma- 
ſters Roabe, to befriend the ſubject of their Allies, in 
caſe of the like nature of -clayming Treaſure and 
Merchandize, wherein the native trade. (as in this) | 
may be concerned, 'or were it not but ;for the advan- 
tage of ſalvage in ſuch caſes' conived; at, and, many 
times by the inſtructions of their ſuperiors allowed 
to publique miniſters, as perquilires of their imploy- 
hed Lf ments 
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ments they many times gaining more by ſuch ave- 
nies, then by their conſtant ſalaries. | 

[ have often heard fir Lewis Dives ſay, that when 
he lived in Spayne with his father in law, the earle of 
Briſtoll , . and the Lord (ottimgton, they did doe the 
ſame for the Dutch in Spayne as is now offered for the 
Dutch in Enzland. Pe 51 

And I beleeve there are ſome forraigne Princes 4- 
gents in England at this time, that underſtand to make 
their particular profit, in this conjuncture of time, as 
well, it not better, then eyther the carle of Briſtol, or 
the lord (ottington did in Spayne; and upon this 
ground and for this end, it is morethen probable 
that ſome publique agents appeare in this preſent 
queſtion in the Admiralty ; not that eyther their Ma- 
ſer or his ſubjects, in all likelyhood, are otherwiſe 
concerned, nor he or they warranted therein, but on- 
ly for their particular profit. | 

Sir, this is not 'a common caule, and I ſee you 
takeirt ſo by your care, you keepe' your word; you 
bid me find proofe and, you will hold the ſhips and 
 filver, let ſome of the Judges talke what they pleale, 
you will diſcharge your truſt. ; 38-220 | 

Sir, the ſtare of Spayne is rarely known to have 
ſent or tranſported any bars of ſilver, or coyne on 
their owne or other ſhips whatſoever, to the preju- 
dice of their Mint, that being moſt abſolute contrary 
to their lawes, which makes tranſporting money 
death, without the Kings originall Licence, had the 
Merchants one, they would have ſhewed it before 
now. True, it is ofcen ſtoln away by the Dutch, 
which is done without the Kings warrant, bills of 
ſtore, or publique allowance, and ſo you will finde 
| this 1s, and thereby the more lyable to queſtion, and 
upon ftrit examination it will be cleerely proved 
prize : if the Dutch ſhould cozen us of ' this 


. money now they are ranting in the Downes , the 


E ( ommon- 


bo -—' u, 
<5 MP evi Te 

5 RY &.£4. 
OT.” 
ERIN 1”, ROS. c/o 


(16) 
(Commonwealth would ſuffer extraordinarily. 

Therefore all perſons that claime this ſilver, I hum- 
bly conceive, ought to be preſt todeclare ſpecially 
and: particularly , whether he or they pretend the 
money, 'or bullion, or any part of it to be the Kin 
of Spaynes peculiar Treaſure, or his ſubjects ? and if 
ſo, he or they ought to ſhew ſome ſpeciall and au- 
thentique Warrant or Order. of his or their Maſters 
or Qfiicers for it, Regiſtred in the ports of Spayne, and 
alſo to prove that by authentique witneſſes, by ſome 
of his Maſters ſubjects, at the place or Port of S. Lu- 
| Car or Cadiz, and atteſted here by like originall bills 
from the officers of the Cuſtomes in Spayne, which 
bills of lading correſpondent, and their authentique 
duplicats, with letters of conlignetment ſureable, the 
Purſers bookes of entries, with all the particular and 
reſpe&tive marks agreeing with the bills of lading, 
| bills of ſtore and letters of canſignement, and all the 
markes of the bars and bags duly Regiſtred, either 
forthe King of Spayne, or his parcicular ſubjects. If 
they cannot ſpell and ſpeake all this perfe&ly, juſt- 
ly and cruly, ar'the Port of ſaint Lucar or Cadiz, they 
may faile of their ends for all their confident clay- 
ming, and the like might every Merchant pretender 
doe, or fail of his. Tor 

Nor can the Articles ( of the old League) ſuppo- 
ſing it to be renued and confirmed by this Commons 
wealth, excuſe the ſhips Sampſon, Salvador and George, 
under queſtion, from a ſearch, as is pretended they 
ought to be, unleſle they firft prove, that thole ſhips, 
ſilver, and all che-lading doe really belong unto his 
Maſter or ſome of his ſubjects (nor thoſe of the Ne- 
therlands) which I humbly ſay, he or they will never 
be able to doe, and [ have ſufficient proot to the con-- 
trary, if I can but get my witneſles examined : I have 
about eight witneſſes to examine; and the Mer- 
chants will pack many of-them away now they hear 
[ have 
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I have ufed to ſend ſom of my Intelligencers amongſt 
them into St. Katherines and other places. | 

ln the mean time, if either his Maſter or his ſub- 
jects receive damage by any publique miniſters 
claiming filver which is none of theirs, but belongs 
ro Holland, the Commonwealth is excuſed and free, and 
the publique miniſter mult bear the blame, if any, 
uſing his Maſter or his Subjects title to the ſilver, 
when they had no title or intereſt therein, w# if that 
deſigne had taken effect, all men may ſee the damage 
that would acrueto this Nation thereby, whatſoever 
may be pretended to the contrary. _ we: 

Sir, The law takes no notice of Words ; but legall 
proofand evidence wherea publique miniſter bears 

Parol againſt. the intereſt of the (ommonwealth as 

mounts to no more then a private mans: for when a 
claim is laid to all this ſilver by forraign Agents, as 
the King of Spain and his Subjects filver, I ſhall prove 

art of this ſilver belongs to ſome Merchants. of the 
united Provinces, our mortall enemies, and a ſmall 
| part of this filver- belongs to ſome Merchants in 

London. | | Boy | 

Sir, If I finde a man tripping for a penny, will 
trace him fora pound ; I fear not to ſpeak atruth in 
this particular, it is for the ſafety and well being of 
the Nation that makes me ſpeak ſo carneſtly. _ 

Sir,though in Court and matters of State,publique 
miniſters be allowed a Credence paramount, agree- 
able ro their letters Credentiall of forraign Princes ; 

yet-neither thoſe Letters nor their Function ſhall, I 

humbly conceive, allow them any, ncither the left 

priviledge or preheminence ( beyond civility) in any 

Court of Juſtice againſt the Common-wealths title 

in this bulſineſle of the aforeſaid Prizes and filver.... - 

1. The Spanyards areas rarely found to trade qut 
of their own Territories, all writers fay (or between) 
upon Strangers botroms as their King himfelf,and if 
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the goods not likely to have beene theirs ortginally, 
or by originall conſignment; colourably perhaps 
they-may, that is fince their ſcizure conſigned to ſom 
of Ant'werpe to defeate the claime of this Commonwealth, 
they being commonly partners with the Amſterdam- 
mers, that being uſuall in caſes of the like nature, c- 
ſpecially where ſo much reſpite of time hath beene 
given, and ſo much money ſtone our of thele ſhips, 
which ſhall in all likelyhood be imployed to bribe 
out of the States hands theſe ſhips, fiber can faſten 
on any, in power, that will be ſo wicked to receive 
bribes, if my humble advice had beene followed, the 
ſealing this ſilver had beene prevented. 
| 2: The like afſuredly may. be affirmed touching 
the money bullion and plate in the ſhips in queſtion 
fince the naturall ſnbje&s of Spayne .dare as ill, or 
worſe , tranſportany ſilver , as ſtrangers , the crime 
being alike penall to both, bur the ſubje& ina 
wot condition, if he adventure, being a man ofe- 
fate, becauſe he remaines in the Countrey, when 
the ſtranger perhaps never returnes to anſwere it, if 
diſcovered ; after he is out ofthe Countrey, as upon 
publication of this buſineſſe many will not dare to 
returne into Spayne , leſt they forfcir not only their 
own particular, and their friends eſtates, bur alſo 
their lives. | 
Bur Sir , ſuppoſe it may bee objefted, thar ge- 
nerall negatives, from never ſo many in- 
fances, of never ſo univerlall won. uzans, a- 
mounts not to the face of one particular aftirmartive 
profe in contra; yet it cannot be denied for reaſon, and 
ſo humbly conceive, ought to be granted, that fom 
ſach diftin&, particular and ſignificant proofe in a 
cauſe of this high nature and concernment to the pro- 
fit and ſafety of this Common-wealth, ought firlt to bee 
made of the lading of this ſilver, and that from the 
originall Port of Cadiz, or S. Lycar, under the Kings 
| Seale 
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Seale, or from the -Duanas there, before anFcredic 
can be given to generals , againſt ſo known, gon? 
ftant-and univerſall cuſtome of frauds: daily.:praZti- 
ſed againſt this Common-wealth, as I have diſcovered, 
concerning theſe Prize-ſhips before mentioned, :::---- 
Sit, 1 have made ſome: of 'the- Cauncel 0FStatdnc-- 
quainted with the {everall waies, howthe Merchants 
cozem: the State abour their [prize-ſhips 'and goods; 
and they are very: apprehenſive of::1t;7:afitd hoknow: 
ſome of the State will call this buſineflero a Rii$t ac- 
compe;therefore.l-humbly defire youtherein; fill to 
continue your careas you:have done 16 11124 1h 
Sir;: truly if 'at-rhe firſt choſe publique Miniſters 
thaticlaimed had produced qriginall Warrants from 
the King of Spayne, :the atteſtation of the; Potts of 4ia- 
diz,aud:S. Lucar 'from theiNuanasthere,,bycauthen+ 
_ tique witneſſes, thar this filvcr wasiftipped: fiir the 
King of Spayne.or his ſubjects proporiaccompr, and 
that all-rhat was claimed was really-truo, aed made 
tharithe:ground, of their exceptions againſ:xthe pro- 
ceedings obthe judicature of the [4Adnurzlty;i66 theneih 
; hadappealed tothe Councel of State; pw! Parliamentyiiny 
| humble opinion is, that perhaps>cheir--dennands 
might have arived at a fairer rlue theninow theymay 
have reaſon to expedt.. i! 52fr Homes Mew 
And' ( by Gods aſsiftance ) they ſhall have a quick 
and a vigilant eye on them; far night and day, band 
my Inſtruments ſhall watch them, ſo that ſom' mer- 
chants.and others-may live: to -wiſhy; they :nevet had 
medled in this filver buſineſſe, and this:l will, prole- 
cute according to my Order faithfully,; thouglvit:cofi 
me all that ever | have in the world ; I knowl: have 
ventred my life inthis buſineſle, and | will nor pluck 
back my hand let my hazard be what it will. ' : -- + 
Sir, whoſoever travels, and will enter che:con- 
fines of another Nation , thoughin amity; bythe 
Civill-law, that is the law of Nations, it behaovyes 
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him earry with him a ſufficient 'Paſſe , declaring 
from whence, and whar he is, to what place bound, 
and-when demanded by any publick Officer tomake 
that known and: proved ,'or upon refulall,-ps for 
want ofſuch a paſle, he is;at diſcretion liable robee 
areſted and impriſoned ' umill hee-cleere rhe doubr 
and giveifitisfation to the law, burif 'it be-proved 


hehach madea/falſe Paſle, or that hee bee of another 


nameo? |Countrie then'hee pretends;, hee 'miy bee 
han red for a Spie. 719 Hig 2 TW 57: 10 £08 

The like Lawe governs at'Sea, the Scea-mans:ordi- 
nary Paſlc for his ſhip, is his' Cockers ; 1''meane 
truciones, not counterieit and feigned ; his true bills 
of ftore; bills'of ladingy lercers daGamcis, Purs 


ſers dad Supercargors  bookes: faircly and truly kept. 


forchis- goods; -avr. fuck |bills.as Otho George preſents, 
and if any Maſter 'of {Nip be forind ar Sex withqur 
thefe, 'orthoecktefe of them at leaſt; he ſhall be taken 
underithe notion of the/Lawe'ifor a Pirototicom- 
mon enemic; 2if he haveany ſuchiand will:noviſhew 
them when required ar Sea, or rhariany ob them-be 
juſtly.co bee luſpettcd by the Commander that re- 
quires them; ſach Maſter:my be:brought betorerrhe 
Courr- of 'Admiraltie , or a'Court of Delegates for his 
tryall, and if there he refuſe to cleerehimlelte;: ſhip, 
goods, and every part of his lading, by the reſpe&tive 
waies of proof and warrants, before mentioned; or 
that the Captain; Maſter or Purſer/have torn, irmbe- 
_ zeledor flung away any letters of advice, or bills of 
lading, 'or forging falſe bills, or names, af proved, 
or any near as aforeſaid ,”: \uch- retuſall and 
practiſes in other Countries is accounted ahigh con- 
tempt to the autliority ofthe Nation, by which: ſuch 
Court fits, and for a ſufficient ground to: an imediat 
confiſcation. - {ir fo oe np pet 
Sir, if this be:not made a'Law in &zgland, for the 
fucuce,: and the like for any Maſter or Purſer of any 
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I 
ſtrangers ſhip, paſsing the Seas of this Common-wealeh, 
upon: ſummons.,. that ſhall preſent unto the Com- 
mander_ or Judge, falſe bills or Cockets, and tdi con- 
ceale any part of their lading. or facultie; and not. to 
diſcover the proper owners to whom,or'from whom 
they are conligned , this Nation will deetcly. finde 
much- of that which might help to: maintaine the 
Warre will gOe beſides, and the State wHl Nil be. de- 
ludediby the Dutch, as they have beene> ta the value 
of about two Millians ſince Auguſt aft!;4orir ivan 
uſvall;euttome with traders of all Natians, eſpecially 
the Dutch and 'Eafterlines, :intime of:Warre,'.roitar- 
ry to Sea, as many Cockets-as Colours.;andasrmmany 
ſeverall bills as they feare enemies, ,or:queſtion; :and 
if they be ſurprized, can atd very ſhort warning pro- 
cure and counterfeit what: may, ſerventheirturnes:: 
And-this' you ſhall finde to; be che:rrye flare ofthe 
ſhips Sampſon, Salvador and George, with all their [2- 
dingand filver, -. 511) Þ(5 23 MAL age 
| Wherefore,: and for which cauſe chiefly, theftris 
neſſe'aforemencioned is ufed: in; other Nations; viz; 
to prevent. colluſion. Sir, in. France,” oneparcell of 
goods found conſigned toan enemy confilcares che 
ſhip and goods. In Spayne or Holland, a barrell of bur- 
ter, or a caſe of Piſtolls, conſigned bur as a prefenc 
to a friend ſhall doe the like, and Lhape the Eel: 
vill-lawe we receive from them thall ; by us , be'put 
on them now theſe thips are injudgement Re 
you in Fnzland; it 1s forthe honor and ſafety of this 
Nation l preſſe, and I ſe you doe your ntmoſt, would 
I could fay ſo of the reſt in truſt in the; Admiralty. * 
Sir, it is to bee feared; that if this Common-wealth 
doe not make ſome neceſlary' additions: to their Sea- 
lawes, and give ſome new Rules and Inſtructions to 
their Court of Admiralty,” to preventthe. many abuſes 
put on-us by the Dutch, it-abe buſinefſe of the States 
prizes , other Nations will gaine advantage by-our 
| F 2 | gen- 
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negle&,or overcaſlines ; it appearing,that for want of 
ſuch amendment, or at the lcaſt not underſtanding 
| thoſe lawes in force by our Sea Commanders, &c. 
many a rich ſhipthath eſcaped cheir hands, and ſafely 
arived in Holland fince the:War (which the Dutch be- 
gan): to the-value of above one million of money b 
that way,-and no lefle to be ſuſpeted thar'the enemy 
by his ſubtle waking — of. the old, and too 
gentle pratticeof our -Courc'ot Admiralty , andehiefly 
by cheir:notbeing pur to pleade ſpecially, may pro- 
bablygetcheſethac remiaine now under queſtion to 
be freed likewiſe ,/-if not rimely Jooked:unts\{ and 
thereby the Stare: farther :abuſed and prevented; 'the 
enemy: encouraged and”enabled , whiles our owne 
honeſbMerchants'fit at home and breake, or thrive 
' notratatralbmilchief ro!this Commonwealth) our ene- 
mics gayning;upon the-marter, what we loſcorlet 
palle;: and:robreake this confederacy; the State muſt 
make ſharpe lawes, and then ſee them ſtrily-pur in 
execiition ;" the meanes left. for remedy is, {ſecuring 
atipreſent the ſhips and goods and filver, which lies 
under queſtion, and I conceive ought carefully to be 
looked after. . LOT = Id: 71 

| Sir; I inde ſome in. power and truſt forward to 
gratific the Dutch in this-particular, to the unſpeake- 
able damage and hazard .of this Nation, to prevent. 
which, I humbly propound this way, viz, - 

t. Sir, I offerin my owne name, as forthe intreſt 
of the (ommon-wealth , to proteſt againſt the lace a&ts 
and proceedings of the Court 'of Admiraltie, to pray 
reſpit of Judgement, and' to appeale to a Count of 
Delegates, according to the Statute | 

2. A Commiſsion. being granted thereupon ro 
ſome ſele&t, knowing and approved Perſons, where- 
of ſome chief to: be of the, Coram, and before them 
proving the daily imbezelment of the falver , the 
unſafety of the:goods , and the apparent danger of 
£129 their 
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their imbezeling,whiles they remaine on ſhip-board, 
which by affidavit, and. other good teftimony:may 
eaſily be proved: Sir,-I pray that che-goods ,*mony 
eſpecially, 'may be brought a ſhore, . and-ſecured in 
fate ward, untill the. caute.be returated;” and. foriber- 
ter. ihformation of the! Delegates ;;: that: all former 
proceedings of the ordinary Court of Admiraltie: tow- 
ching the premiſles in-queſtion by-name, may be -re- 
rurned; into' that Court, and my ſelfte Ordered and 
impowred with a larger Commilsion/in ſeverall re- 
ſpects, for enabling me to doethis ſervice. 

This cauſe being agreeable not only withthe laws 
of this Common-wealth , but conſonanet:to the cuftoms, 
lawes and uzance of all other Nations, in caſes of 
like eminencic and doubr, the conveniences thereof 
will be. i: The: 

1. It will puta ſtop. to moſt of the abuſes and in- 
conveniences afore mentioned, without blemiſh' to 
the former proceedings of-rhe Court of Admiraltie, re- 
deeme the cauſe from that lolse it.is now in danger 
of, and diſappoiat many, mens: expeftations, who 
have laid a hs to cozen the State of this treaſure, 
and lay a foundation to Rules , and give matter for 
further inſtruction for the government of that Court, 
a buſineſle of grear concernmenr. to the ſafery of the 
Nation, , in this preſent conjuncture of time. 

2. Whiles the caule is bur removed into a higher 
Court and depends there, in order only untill a le- 
gall tryall, neither any publique Agent, nor other 
pretender whoever can; juſtly complain, eſpecially 
they having given ſo great a caule of jealouſie, by 
claiming more then their owne, in owning other 
mens treaſure, and by refuſing to produce ſpeciall 
proofes for what they pretend to, it being at worlt 
bur lex talionis, we finde the ſame meaſure abroad irr 
all like courts of Chriftendome ar this preſent, [ 
humbly conceive the affaires of the ({ommon-wealth doe 
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' not ſtand in ſuch a poſture, that- they ſhould ſuffer 
themſelves to be cozened of foure hundred thouſand 
pounds. now | have diſcoyercdthe fraud to them ; 
this money wilb fave taxes;/it will ſerthe Mint on 

worke, and filbche (ommor-wealth with money ; and 
for every one Idifpleaſe I ſhalt pleaſe a hundred ho- 
neſt men, that are true lovers of their Cou ntrey. 

3. Sir, -whiles the plate Bullion, :or other goods 
temaines aboard the fhips, and in the: Mafters-cuſto- 
dy, they pretend an [ntereft by poſfeſsion , and tak- 
ing hold of ſome ill-cuftomes and prejudiciall Rules 
of our court of Admiralty , you the Common-wealths Ad- 
vocate are put to proove the goods in queſtion to bee 
.our enemies. 

- Sir, the goods and monies being once brought a 
ſhore, and in the States poſſeſsion, or under ward 
by order of the Juſtice, they which were Defendants 
| before, muſt be Complaynants, and of courſe prove 
their Intereſt, eſpecially and upon aurhenrique teſti- 
monies out of the bookes of cuſtornes and Records 
in Spayne, whereby many an advantage will accrue 
in evidence for the States availe, the money for want 
of ſufficient Warrants to tranſport it, or of ſpeciall 
Laders to owne and juſtifie the Bills of lading to bee 
truely and juſtly entred at S. Lucay or Cadiz, will un- 
doubtedly be moft of it the (ommon-wealths, and if the 
money be gained, certainly much of the goods will 
endanger the ſame fortune. | 

4- In caſe any difficulties ſhould happen in proofe 
or {cruple, upon any thing offered in evidence on the 
other He the Caurt may thereon take time for ber- 
rer information by intelligence from abroad both in 
Spayne and Holland and other parts, and no queſtion 
much advantage themſelves by overtures of proot on. 
the contrary part. - _ 

5. Honored fir, ſuppoſe the Common-wealth ſhould 
at preſent have any treaty of friendſhip in hand, 
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which they would not have willingly. obftruted, ot 
diſordered, or any enemy whom they would willing- 
ly invite by kindneſſe, which ſeldome.ſucceeds to c- 

xpeRtation, the. Duch being a flubborne people, 
here are, many helps for both advantages, of bath 
kindes , they 'may gratifie themſelves '6r friends as 
they! pleaſe , and pendente lite , take what time they 
pleaſe for eyther: . | | To not 

6. And laſtly, Incaſe, in the meane timie; the 
Common-wealth ſhall have any wag uſe of this trea- 
ſure, they may take an occaſion at the coſt of a com- 
plement, to draw all the Bullion and filver through 
their Mint, the worſt of ic being only to promiſe re- 
ſitution in caſe any part of it ſhould prove lawfull 
prize ; a conveniency which no ſtate in Chriftetdom 
having like occaſion would -bauke , or deny it (elfe, 
inſo Fire an oportunity, for which -there wants no 
preſidents in the beſt times of government under 
Monarchy, in ſeveral preſidents in Queene Elizabeths 
time, from which it can be no diſadyantage for this 
Common-wealth, to take ſome examples , eſpecially in 
things belonging to forraigne affaires, : 
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and additions, I allo delivered to the Commir- 

tee of forraigne affaires ; to Door (larke, Ad- 
vocate for the Common-wealth, M. Wilſon, M. Oxenbridg, 
and M. Sparrow, Commilſsioners for Duch pxize 
goods, with a lift of about fourſcore witneſſes, part 
of them have beene examined in the Court of Aumi- 
ralty, and ſome of them told me.they could not be a- 
lowed to have put down what they ſaid tothe exami- 
, G 2 ner 


6 Everall of theſe Papers, with ſome alterations 


Þ 


WITH | (2S3- . - 

ner, ant three ofithem,,” holding their hands before 
theit'&yes, ſaid; that” Spaniſh ſilver had put our the 
eycsof fomein' the Court 'of Admiraltie, and-if there 
werenot ſome/ſtrifter care taken about the States pri- 
zes, the Hollanger would laugh in his ſleeve, to ſee 
how they daily/ had cozened us , and theſe perſons 
were Maſter Lony and his two fonnes; all three ſhip 
Carpenters, and people that had for about thirty 
yeeres lived itt Holland, and came over in obedience 
to the Act that calls ſhip carpenters home our of for- 
raigne Countries, 'and they knew ſome of theſe ſhips 
that have beene diſcharged the Court, to bee Holland 
ſhips, 'and ſeveral of the mariners' and maſters of 
ſhips to belong to the people of the united Provin- 
ces; I carried them downe to view the ſhips thar 
were under queſtion, and'we found many ſhort and 
torne, and yet'theſe ſhips have beene diſcharged; [ 
ſeeing the combination of ſeveral of the Courr of Ad- 
miralty to neglect their duty, did fitup together many 
nights and dayes, and never leptin that time, with 
- the aſsiſtance' of ſeverall men to write night and day ; 
I did by Gods aſsiſtance and my intelligence get full 
proofe to cntitle the State to the ſilver, to makeit all 
prize, as appears by my Letter to maſter David Bud, 
the Proftor for the ( ommonwealth. fol. 90.9 1. 92. 93. 


' Trmo.Viorer. 


Doftor Walker, TIE 
IR, you may be pleaſed upon peruſall of theſe 
Papers to ſee cleerly that I looke not after the 
coyning of the filver, but will alſo (by Gods 
aſiftance) prove that almolt all the ſilver 'in every 
- one of theſe ſhips remayning here 1s lawfull prize, 
the like I ſhall doe for almoſt all the goods RP 
oard 
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| (3) 
board, notwithſtanding ſome in the OonrebF Angi 
raltiesfarwardneſle:torthe cleeting'dfthemt'; ertiel 
Sir, /Þ hambly: zl you., the /Englifh»pfoverty" wilt 
prooverrueimthieparrictlar; 'ThatT6ftf & thakes fhorets 
Mault, and I am ſure in this buftnefſ®:!?Bafte Hah Mite 
waſtesito) ſo! higha nafrre;1 chat if! ie had rior beene 
timelyiprevenced by meeqrhelofſe/hid beencoirrepa? 
rable to this' Conn wealth): vo have hatf this 111 
ver come unto the Duch, in this conjuncture of 
time. an | 
Sir, for the treaſure. a\ſhipboard the George, Samp- 
ſon, Salrvadore, the Peter, the Michael, .and ſeverall o- 
ther ſhips thar'/came' in company all rogether from 
Cadiz, the thirteenth of Oober 1652. thar is a thing 
impoſsible bur that the State muſt have for lawfull 
prize above nine parts often, of a[lthe T_ a- 
board any of the akelaic '\hips; if you purſe the 
order of this note I herewith ſend you; Sir, ic izlor 
the ſafety of the State, rheir-well' begs zends'rBergh 
on,” that makes'tt&1ſo': cartieſt in thi biltneſſe p 
and day; I have it fron knowing hands, 'thar it 15 2- 
grecable to the civill-Lawe; by prittic #ttenthatKhow 
by practiſe in formigne Countries rheſe things bee 
true... And therfore 1. doe moſt humbly recommend 
them:to- your juſt care;' as. you have moft 'Worthily 
done, for whict1 give you humiblethianks” + 'More- 
overÞhumblyeelyon ;;-1 have probfe the ſilver in 
theſe ſhips was fRtolne' ni ſhipboard by night by the 
Spaniſh Bravos, or Boatmen' , ſorne'of rhe fhips lay 
foure nioneths:in the Harbour of (adiz; ofly look- 
ing for: the: Spaniiſh-fleete, and this is knowniutits 
allhoneft Merchants an ordinary courſe for the Hans 
burgers every yeere to- doe the ſame; - and that theſe 
ſhips ſtole in by night, for ſixreent' of ſeveiiteene 
nights together, ſeveral parcels'of filyer, and-that che 
{ilver ſo Tein a ſhipboard was in' returnes 6f goods 
ſent to the Weſt-Indies, which were goods ſen-by the 
H Hollanders 
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en | 
Hollanders formetly, - and by their .owne confeſion 
if the ſilver were raken, it wauld beconfiſcated by 
the Common-wealth of England, allo- it! will beprooved, 
when the laid ſhips came away-frpm-Spayne,, they all 
ſtole away wit! out leave} : i 50) 1:5! dais, 
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Councel of State; I humbly. preſent unto: you, :for th 
ſeryice pfthe Common-wealth, and remaine 3 G1: 
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For Yincens, Dela bar, E/quire, at Dover. 
23 ,LR, and my moſt true friend; I received yours 
=D. ofiche firſt of January, in anſwerera mine of 

' the 26:.0k, Necembes,,. I finde that your urgeac 
occafipns call. on-you to ſtay at home; for the pretenr. 
Sir, lam moſttender of you; as my- reſpefts-binde 
me for former civilities. Sir, I conceive wee have c- 
nough witneſſes. at home, - here at Langdon, abour that 
which I am required to doe by the State, for their ſer- 
vice,.if not, [ſhall be enforced to make a journey in- 
to the Countrey to Dover, Ihave ſat up ſeven'nighrs 
and dayes withintheſe three weekes, about the Sal- 
vader, , the Sampſon , the George , which ſhips have: a- 
bout faure hundred thouſand pounds of ſilver, and [ 
ſhall prove It Duch filver 6: Maſter Brames willinti- 
matethe buſincſl unto you how it ſtands ; pray pre- 
ſent. my. lervice.$9: your Lady, and:taMaſter De la 
vall, when this buſineſſe ſhall come under an exami- 
nation at Dover, Lſhall be carefull ro doe you all juſt 
reſpects, I beleeve 1 may bce in few dayes comman- 


ded 


Six; theſe things according-to my order from the 
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(29) 
ded,29 come; downe unto you in one hehalfe lam 
glad that I have an-oportunitic to ſec you, the, other. 
part/is concerning the greatelt buſineſle in this Nati. 
on, :in relatien-to the ſilver ſhips that are brought ig. 
as prize ;' in- ſhort, you will finde that there j$'2 ge- 
nerall Imbergo,: and I will by my_witnefles, makeall 
the: Jalver in the (George,, the Sampſon and the. Salpadore 

priza;i when i ball ſeg you [ will tell you more then; 
I will write}; i 2990 To 1{=5:wr 
Rae + few: | Of p, 


- ,. Join true friend 


I muſt ſuddenly ſpeake with Maſter Thongs De ia 
all, therefore I pray let him'know it ; Ralfe Colline, 
Charles Valey feniar ,, ( harles Valey jun, Will. Dunſton, Mis 
chaell Debuz,, Fames Younricks, and have tliem all exa- 
mined about theſe prize-ſhips and filver; *and the 
States of Hollands Commiſsion to gard theſe Ham- 
burgers from the Engliſh-flecte , I pray you have a 
care-what Bills you accept , for you will finde this 
buſineſſe wilt -breake a great many Merchants in - 


wt —_—_ 


For Arnold Brames ; Eſquire, at Bridge by 
Canterbury. oO 
| M: mofſt-noble friend 1 ſhould have waited 


on. you on Wednelday,. at Dover, hutl am 
a A commanded by my Superiors to obey them 
in Londen ; Sir, the buſineſſe Iſpake laſt unto you of, 
Iam confident fince 1 parted from you that 1. have 
done my diſcovery, wee finde enough prooft out of 


2 Lond 00, 
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(39) 
| Londowto-doe that buſineſſe,1o for the preſent I ſhall 
not have the happineſſe 'to wait'on youi/# but within 
few daiesT thinket6'receive 6rder t6'tome downe 
with'Miſtet Charrock unto'yoi; Fhaverwrie fo much 
ro maſter Phicent Delabar 'my "trisft worthy: friend; 7 
have diyers times prayed to'God'to-maake me:thifach 
a condition that I ay really pay'\myyowes, tharis 
to give you my life ahd fortune? mu time; iP re-! 
quitall of your great civilities, and reſt aſſured doc 
not deſire any inconveniency ſhould come upon you, 
or yours, in any bulinefle Thave a hand-in, -bur if 
God ſhould ſo order it, I would venter as far as my 
life to ſerve you really, fo far as the States juſt intreſt 
bee not hindered, 'and know you expect no more, 
for my faith is ingaged to follow this bufineſle to 
the urtermolt;” ' Farewell, The Prince of Merchanes. 
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; ſent poſt haſte for maſter Edward Witkins:rocome 

W from Dover to afciſt mee in 'this' bulineſſe,''abour' 

* the Silver in the prize-ſhips, and Tthanke him 
he came up poſt preſently, which hath much oblie- 
ped me, and though the Parliament have taken away 
is place theſe. foure yeeres paſt, yet he''is as nimble 
to make theſe diſcoveries as ever he was, and he hath 
all his old inſtruments. Truly Sir , 1 ſhould have 
won your wager, if you had laid, abourFour old 
friend Otho George, 'you will ſee hee will not cle his 

Silver'ſs eaſily as you thinke, for 7 have both him 


and others faft in a'trap; and this you will finrrue ; 


I pray have a care what Bills you accept from: Amſter- 
dani, for this bufinefſe will-breake a great many there, 
Tale, THno. Violet. 


Thomas 


"4 .: 
Thomas Violet maketh Oath. 


HE' fourteenth day of December 1652. a- 
l bout foure of the clock in the afternoone, he 
met with Sir Sackwwile (rowe in whitehall, hee 
cold-the Deponent, that the Spaniſh Embaſladors 
buſineſlſe was to lay claime to the Ships and Silyer 
that were ſtayed by the Parliament, and the faid Sir 
Sackvile Crowe further told this Deponenr, that with- 
in a few dayes hee had ſome ſerious communication 
about the buſineſſe with maſter Pompey Calendrine, a 
man he knew that was well verſed in all the ſubtle. 
ties of Trade, for that hee was brother in lawe to 
Philip Burlamacke , and his booke-keeper for all his ac- 
compts by exchange ; ſince hee had an impleyment 
in maſter Prideaux office, and mannaged, the Letter 
office for maſter Attorney generall /; Sir Sackwile 
Crowe, after ſeverall arguments: pro C con, the reſulr 
of all was, that Pompey Calendrinefaid unto Sir Seckvile 
Crowe, that upon his owne knowledge the aforeſaid 
Pompey Calendrine knew that all the ſilver in the-ſhips 
claimed by the ſpaniſh Ambaſlador, was and is real- 
ly belonging to.the Hollanders, and people of the u- 
' nited Provinces, and holding up his hand ſaid, doth 
this hand belong unto mee, ſo cruelyiand really. ;-to 
my knowledge, +doth all. this. filver belong: to 
the, Hollanders, though the Spaniſh. Ambaſſador 
claim it. | © 3 09 SR 
This Deponent further faith, that Sir Sackwvile 
(rowe wiſhed the Deponent that hee/would take ſom 
order to get Pompey Calendrine examined - of the truth 
of this, tor it is of great concernment to the State ; 
This Deponent further ſaith, that friday the thirtich 
of December 162. this Deponent wayted on Sir 
Sackvile Crowe, and found him at his lodging in the 
| "Of Tower 


(32) | 

Tower, and there this Deponent told Sir Sackvite 
' (rowe ,, that according to his. deſire this Deponent 
would move and Petition the right honorable the 
Committee for forraigne affaires, that a Letrer ſhould 
be ſehtunto himto attend the Commirtee of forraign 
affaires, bur would not bur firſt come and wait on 
him, to:ſee if hee'did not finde I had taken his fefice 
aripht;:concerning what he told mee about Pompey 
Calendrine ; whereupon hee ſaid to mee I had, and 
that ifhe were commanded he would juſtifie a grear 
deale more, thatto his knowledge Pompey Calendrine 
had'reaſon'to ſay-what he did), for if the Ambaſſador 
of Spayne 'had- not proceeded according to the ſtrict 
. rules-of the Admiraltie , Sir- Sackvile Crowe knew then 
that "there was 'fraude, knavery and roguery in the 

Merelalee- 12go_lle Fund ul dd 
That if the Committee of Forraigne . affaires would 
be pleaſed ro/2dmir him to fpeake his knowledge in 
this point} and they to appoint ſome of the. Judges 
of the Admiraltie robe by, hee would make it cleere 
untothem, and taking ourthe engagement, bad me 
read that, andgzold me , fince hee had taken the en- 
gapement, hee-would bee as true rothem as ever hee 
was to the King, and whatſoever his opinion was 
formerly, hee had not received ſuch obligements 
from the —— ſuffer upon his skore, as hee 
had to bee a ſafferer for his father, and it the Com- 
mittee for Forraigne affaires pleaſed to heare what hee 
could fay unto the Judges of the . Admiralty in this 
point, hee made no. queſtion but ir ſhould bee to 
your {atisfa&tion , and a great ſervice unto the State, 
and that he would attend the honorable Committee 
in this buſinefſeata dayes warning,:and bid mee re- - 
turn this anſwer'with his hamble ſervice. 


win; 447; 55 echt et Timo. Vion rs. 
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T His Afadavit 1 delivered to Alderman-Aler 
B who communicated it to the honourable 
Committee of inſpetion, and they carried 

_ it downe to the Committee of Forraigne affaires, who 
preſently ordereda Letter to bee ſent to. Six Jackruile 
(rowe, and allo Ordered the Judges of the 4dmirelty 
to be there , wich Pompey Calendren, whereupon the 
Committee for Forraigne affaires examined Pompey (o-j 
lendren before the Judges about the, ſame, whg as- - 
firſt denied the thing, but being prefled by the Lord 
Bradſhaw, Sir Wiliam Maſſam and others of the Com- 
mitcee, to conſider before whom he was, and to re- 
colle& himſelfe well , and ſeeing Sir Sackvile Gowe 
affirmed it, and much more to bee true, the {aid Ca- 
lendren confeſſed he received letters from Amſterdam 
that did acquaint him with whiat he had fpokento 
Sir Sackvile Crowe, and that he had the Letters /þy him 
and that he acquainced maſter Atrorney-generall far- 
merly with the: contents of theſe Letters, 'whercup- 
on the Committce required maſter Pompey Calendren 
ro attend Do&or Talker with the Letters the ſame 
day, which he did accordingly. Ein”) 


Tzxo.Viowsr,..: 
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To the right Honorable the Committee for 
Forraigne-affaires, delivered to thei Lord 
 V'Vhitlock 'and Sir VYilliam Maſfani. 


Mav ir pleaſe your Honors, SOLE 
WTHE ſeventeenth of December, 16532. I Tho. 
] Yiolet came into the Court of Admiralty, ;at the 
requeſt of the Commilsioners for Nuchpri- 
Zes, to alsiſt in behalf of the Common-wealth , againſt 
all prize-thips depending there, and had their Wa- 
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rant'to authorize me therein, beſides your Honours 
Warant to aſsift concerning the filver-thips , Sampſon, 
Sal-vadore and George, in the Court of Admiralty, Tpro- 
duced my Warant, and delivercd it in to the Judges 
in tharbehalfe. T 

\ That day there was appointed by the Court ſeven- 
reene ſhips to be diſcharged, conteining three thou- 
ſand'foure hundred tonns , being All richly laden 
with ſilver and merchandize, worth many hundred 
thouſand pounds; the Judges would diſcharge them, 
| and though 7 ſhewed them many reaſons, as ap- 
peares in my booke formerly pur forth, fol. 75. 76.77. 
78. yet ſome -of the ſhips were diſcharged, and 
though 1 told them , that in my eye, inthe face of 
the Court, there were about ten Merchants, who by 
combination with the people of the united Provin- 
ces, did colour the Duch prize-ſhips filver, and all 
ſorts of merchandize, yet ſome of the ſhips goods 
and merchandize were about the 17 of December 
diſcharged. 

The twentith of December, 1652. I waited on the 

Committee of Forraigne affaires, and made them ac- 

vainted with what had paſſed in the Admiralcie, 
thereupon 7. was. commanded by the honorable 
Committee, ' that what I had to preſent, I ſhould de- 
liver to Doctor Walker, the like Order maſter Thurloe 
delivered mee from the Councel of State,and that there- 
 uponthe Judges of the Admiraltie, and DoQor Walker 
ſhould conſider of my Papers, and report their opi- 
nions to the Committee of Forraigne affaires ; this, Or- 
der Ireceived from the Lord Whitlock and the Lord 
Bradſhaw. _ | 

'Thereupon, becauſe I would take witneſſe what 
theſe Judges did, I deſired maſter Edward Watkins and 
maſter Charnock to goe along with mee to DoFfors 
Commons, for that Door Walker and the Judges had 
appointed mice to conſider of all my , 

an 
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(35) 
and would take ſpeciall care, as Door Stephens laid 
in the buſineſle, when'we came at:the day-appointed 
which was about the twenty fourth of December; 
Mr.Bacon was out of towne, Do&or Exton not well or 
would not be ſpoken with, for 1 perceived hedid 
not like my coming to him about the buſineſle of 
the prize ſhips, and Silver in them , nor my ſtaying 
them. Fw: 5cp 
Thereupon Doctor Stevens moved to put the rea- 
ding of my Papers off cill another day, 1rold Doctor 
Walker that, for my part, I ſaw there was ſuch pro-- 
_ ceedings in the Admiraltie, and the Commonzwealths bu- 
fineſſe in the prize-ſhips ſtood upon ſuch a point 
that the State. might be cozened of every penny 1n the 
prize-ſhips upon a, day or rwos delay, bothall the 
filver, merchandize and ſhips, which were worth 
many hundred thouſand pounds; I told them though 
the Court had given them a diſcharge, yet God be 
thanked they weee not gone, and that I would make 
it, appeare that a .great part of thole prizes they had 
diſcharged were Duch goods, and the number inall 
then in England wereabout forty ſhips, according+to 
my intelligence, and that the ſhips that. were of the 
Hans-Townes were: laden with. ſeverall. parcels of 
goods that belonged ro Holland, and that the Com- 
miſsioners for Duch prize-goods , had done well, 
and great ſervice for the State, in. not, obeying the 
decree of the court till the truth was found one, not- 
withſtanding their Decree the {hips at prefent:were 
all of them in their ſeverall-Ports: of this Nation, and' 
could not get away by reaſon ofthe States-Generall Im- 
bargo; and before the Tmbarg. ſhould bee taken off, 7 
would make the State acquainted how the(buſineſle 
was mannaged abourt their prizes-in the-Admiraltie.. -+ 
told doctor Stevens that the court of Admiralty had ne- 
ver lo greata buſineſle before they; as the Silver and 
theſe prize-thips, thereupon doctor Stervens ;went'in- 
K | ro 
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| (36) 
to doctor Walkers chamber , and I tooke maſter E1- 
ward Watkins and inafter Charnock, to bee my witnef- 
ſes, and maſter Charnock read over to them, all my pa- 
ers, which tooke up more then two houres time; 
bids ſo weake with fitting up ſeverall nights, that 7 
was not able to reade them. When they were read, I 
asked doctor Stevens and doctor Walker what they 
thought, and whether they were not ſatisfied by my 
papers there read, and wirneſles, of the danger, dam- 
mage and miſchicf this (ommon-wealth would ſuffer, 
if that theſe very ſhips, which the court of Admiralty 
had diſcharged had gone into Holland, and both do- 
ctor Stevens and doctor Walker, looking earneſtly one 
upon another, doctor Stevens ſaid to doctor Walker, 
what ſhall wee doe in this buſineſſe ? 7told them 
that 1 humbly conceived it did concern the court to 
confider well what they did in that buſineſse eyther 
of theſilver or other prizes, and that whoever had a 
hand inthe diſcharge of the ſhips, 1 would call them 
to an account in Parliament, it they let one of the prize 
ſhips, or the ſilver in them goe, till my witneſses 
were examined, and thereupon 7 delivered a liſt of 
my witneſses to doctor Walker, and toldihim Twould 
ſit up night and day, till I had finiſhed drawing up 
Intergatories, ſo that they would alsigne me a cleark 
or two of the Court ; they alsigned mee maſter Bud, 
the States Proctor , Tasked dottor Walker whether he 
did not know. moſt of my witneſſes, for they were 
the principall Merchants in England that trade for 
Spayne and Holland, hee ſaid he did ; thereupon Ttold 
him that 7 muſt have the viewing of the Intergatories 
and liberty to: add more witneſſes after the Clearke 
had putthem into a forme, and ſorting them to ſuch 
and ſuch men as I know can. ſpeake to the particular 
points; T'rold them T muſt have a view of all bills of 
lading, andother Papers maſter Bud or the Regiſter 
had, that this was a buſinefſe I had beene for many 
yecres 
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yeeres verſed.in the like kinde. in the Stari-chamber a- . 
gain{tthe cran [porters of gold ;\. I rold them. of many. 
defects inthe proceedings of the Court, and thar the:. 
States not mending the proceedings in ,the Ad-. 
miralty, had given occalion to many . duch-skip-: . 
pers to cozen this Nation of millions of- 
money for want of a ſtrict Rule in the court of 
Admiralty in that behalf. I ZN] 
Thereupon Doctor Walker replyed, the diſcharge 
of the ſhips was none of his judgement ,, the. Judges: 


- muſt Jooketo thar, hee had looked faithfully , ro the , 


uttermoſt, as far as he could by his place } Door 
Stevens deſired doctor Walker to goe along with him 
to the Councel of ſtate, and that there they would de- 
ſire the ( ouncel that the generall Imbarga might remain, 
till the court of Admiraltie had made a review, and c- 
xamined the witneſles that I delivered into the court; 
and that I ſhould havea view of all Papers concer- 
ning the Prizes that were depending in the court of 
Admiraltie. | ah :qicf 
But Dr. Walker reply'd,that thoſe that had adjudged 
the diſcharge of the ſhips were ro looke to the ſtay 
of them, and that he perceived that their judgement 
for the diſcharge mat be called unto.accompr, and 
that therefore ir'was beft for Door Stevens; who had 
a hand in the dilchaxge;; to goe preſenclyi\ro. the Coun-. 
cel of ſlate, which hee. did, with. maſter Edward Wat- 
kins , maſter. Charnock and my {elfe; .where Door 
Stevens deſired the Cauncel , that afternoon; that the 
generall Imbargoe might be continued; - and\Qrdered my 
Witneſſes in the means. titve to bee exammed.z haw well that 
Order hath beene performed , reſis naw. under'.examination, 
and Door Walker:delivered formerly ſame of my 
Papers to maſter Bgdz\ where I:areſt wich.much car- 
neſtneſle his carefull,diſparch.of\my Papers. This 
diſcourſe wasih Dotot Watkers Chamber about the 
rwenty fourth of December 1652. in the preſence of 
| K 2 maſter 
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maſter'Blward Watkins, maſter Charnock and my ſelfe 
atid” doftor 'Walkey * cold doctor Stervens hee did ever 
thinke a at 6fie time of other the State would have a re- 
viet, ''and'\ that made him ever carefull- nothing 
ſhould lie- at his doore; for hee would clecre him- 


' Fames Tonridhs , | 


[1 
| 
4 


UWilliam Vanbar; -- 


' The 'names of ſeveral witneſſes I delivered in to 
door Walker and maſter Bud to examine for the di. 
covery of the duch prize ſhips, preſented to him a- 
bour the 24: of December 16 52. 


nil Brames 


\Pincent De la Bar 


Tho. De la Vall 
Tho. Waade 
Edward Ranger 


Dover FaQtors for che lads Merchants of the uni- 
ted Provinces ,. to examine-them abour thele prize- 
ſhips depending inthe Admirattie, the fi xtecnth of De- 


Maſter Ruſhiot 

| Antony Fernando 
Michaell (aftell 
William de Fiſher 

i Giles andeput ; 
Peter Vandepnt . 

2 Fob Delens . 

\ Tho. Cyrtoys 

| Licas Lacie : 

| Facob Facobs..\ 

| Fames Bove E 
| Fohw-Saſſe" | 

Frantts 
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Metchants,moſt of them'ftrangers, dealing foe the 
people of the, united-Provinces, as their FaRtors li- » 
ving all-in London, to-exaraine them. about theſe prize 
ſhips; {ins nh pt ban 2/1 a boy AcT i 


e?) 
o Eo 


r 


1 1, Richard King; | ' } ſJpaacle Gaye: «|». 

1, Nathan, Wright. | | Hugh Sowdon. | _ -{ 
+ Tho: Fennings.. q q Tho. Boone. 

| Roger Kilvert. | Fobn Tiwil: 


- 


Fohn Bland. | 
Stephen . | |. 
and Fe «1h 
Richard? \| | 
Danmell Fairvacks. 


Theſe areall eminent Engliſh Merchants trading 
for Spain, to examine them abour ohele ſhips and the 
cuſtomes of Spain, concerping the regiſtring of all 
ſilver, and other particulars of theſe Prizes.. : ..,. 


Ralph Colline. } (Tho. Rich. 2 
Charles Vale ſen. Mr. Long arid his 2 ſons. 
' Benj. Stoman. | | Charles Vale jun. 
_ Wilham Dunſton. ; Fobn Perme. [Fl 
Mr. (ulline. | | The Sargion of the Sabo 
Edward Aſh. - | | Rith. Scott: So 
* Alderman Dethick. | | Bernard Clanſon. 
Mr. Folle. 3 UP bilip Brown. 


Merchants, Mariners of ſeverallplaces, and others 
aboard the Ships Sampſon and George, to examine about 
the ſilver and Prize-ſhips: © oo OT 


Tho. Ver. Samnell Moore. 
Alexander Hoults SGewg Day. 
| Rob. (ordwell. George Snell. 
L 


Gold- 


.., Goldſmirhis in Lombard:ſtreete, that uſually buy the 

» gold-and filver of the Merchants ; to examine them 
abour rheſe ſhips;and ſilverthey bought about Chriſt- 
mas laſt, and of whom, and if they will tell you the 
eruth, then ic will be found that almoſt all the mony 
coyned about December and January laſt, hath been 
ſtoln and conveyed a ſhore our of the prize-ſhips Pe- 
ter, Sampſon, Salvadore, George and Michael, to the great 
dammage of this State. - 94 
Fohn Foſter _ 5 c Gregorie Wilſhire 

Fobn De la Bar 3 Fobn Baker. 

'  Fobn Daye. © Bos 


Authorized Brokers that deale on the Exchange for 
monies. x 


'2 ' Thomas Burch - 
Edw.Watkins,late head ſearcher of the Port of London 


Fames Fioore c Clearks of the Mint. 
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May ir pleaſe your Honors, : 
Heſe witneſſes I delivered unto Dodtor Walk- 
er the day abovelaid, and I finde not one wit- 
neſſe produced in Court by doctor Walker, for 

the ſtay of Ocho! George his ſhip Sampſon, Sal-vadore or 
George, and the reſt of the ſilver-ſhips, but what were 
my witneſles, which I delivered in to doctor Walker, 
and Maſter Bud the Proctor, and Maſtet Doreſlans be- 
forethey were examinedin Court, I delivered to d6- 
ctor Walker ſeveral Papers according to miy Order 
from the Councel of State about the ſpaniſh-ſilver, and 
the waics uſed in other Countries , which Rules and 
practiſe of Merchants Fhad from many eminent cra- 
ders from ſeveral parts of this Nation, and from be- 

| yond 
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7ond the Seas, beſides my owne experieiice;;iddctor 
IFalker al! the dayes of his eriall, niade uſe 6f them to , 
che full, and all the duch Merchants. ſtorme;at:mee; 
and-fatne of them threaren my life;: 4s /beingheon- 
ly inſtrument forthe ſtay of the filver, ; and lam con» 
fident doctor Y//alker canndt deny it; but theſePapers 
I delivered unto him, fhewed him: more theiprelent 

cpſtomes and uſages of Merchants beyond Sea; upon 
che fraudulent practiſes of Merchants of this age,then 
all his bookes of the civill lawe, for the old bookes 
of that lawe diſ:over not the hundteth pars of the 
pref, ent tricks and practifes,of Merchants in 'this age; 
eſpecially ſuch cunning merchants as the duch now 
are; and doctor '//alker did confefle at ſeveralltimes 
both betore maſter Edward' Y/atkins, maſter: Charnock 
and my ſelte, that for many fraudes and ſubtleties of 
the dueh Merchants and skippers, ſet downe in my 
Papers, their waies they have to cozen the Stare of 
thele duch prizes, there were a great. many. fraudes 
there in my papet diſcovered; which hee beleeved 
are daily uſed; which by the preſent Rules of che 
Admiralty the Court could take no notice of., fot they 
went by a Rule, and if the Parliament would have 
thole frauds prevented for the future, he thought ic 
very neceſlary that I ſhould preſent the ſameto the 
State, and that an Act ſhould be made, to prevent it, 
_ eſpecially during this time of War ;-and doctor Walk- 
er did not deny but that many duch;prize-thips , till 
the State enlarged the Rules of the Court of Admiralty, 
have and might be clecred,and after goe for Holland, 
and that if ir pleaſed che Parliament to give ſtricter 
Rules for the Court of Admiralty during this War, 
and make it.an Act of Parliament, then no man 
could or fhould make or preſse the law further for 
the Common-wealths advantage then he would, and that 
I ſhould fee; and hee did order maſter Bud to let me 
ſee what writings and proccedings hee had in 
L2 this 
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chis-buſineſſe of che prineoond filver. * - 


, ©: BurasT honot doctor 'Walker for: his great paines - 


andiicare;; 1 dbe:as much blame maſter Bud for his 
carriapez for /when't firſt :entred on: this buſineſle; 
ſoriefrichds of mine cold me they had. a jealous eye 
of miſter Bud, 4nd indeede' £ did 'ſeverall times tell 
dettor; Walker, that l would 'complain-of maſteri'Bud 
_ when law timezcfor ſeveral daics in the Court fome 
timesLetrers not tranſlated, ſomtimes Records not 
to be forind, and upon my. complaints doctor Walk- 
#r old thiafter Bad of it in the Court of Admiralty be. 
fore the Judges; and [aid that he ſaw the buſineſle of 
the ſilver ſhips mighe come to a review by my proſe- 
cution; and hee would nor have maſter Buds miſcar- 
fiageir the buſineſs of chefilver lie at his dore, and 
wiſhed maſter Bad to mend for the furure. + + 
 And'although doctor Walker appointed maſter Bud 
to atlviſt with mee about my Papers, and to let mee 
ſee what Bills of lading and Papers I would, concer- 
tingthe prize-ſhips, ſuch as maſter -Bud had in his 
cuſtody; concerviing the ſilver prize-ſhips, and all 0- 
ther'prizcs depetding in the Admiraltie, the ſixteenth 
of December 1652. yet the {laid maſter David Bud ne- 
ver did let me come to have a view of any of the bills 
of lading or Papers in his cuſtodie, —_ hee ap- 
inted me many 'times to have a fight of them ; and 
bocaiſel would be neere him, I rooke lodgings nor 
far from his houſe, in Biſhopſzate-ſtreete, and continue 
them to this day. ; 

May it pleaſe your honors, if I had ſeene the Bills 
of lading and bookes of Entries, and all other Pa- 
pers', according to doctor Walkers direction , I had 
' topped many a ſhip that hath beene diſcharged, but 
that would have hindred ſome Proctprs of their fees, 
for I am credibly informed, it is ordinary for the 
| Proctors to put downe in their Bills, beſides ordina- 
ry charges, 40.1. 50.1. and 100.1]. upon the clec- 

bk ring 


. 
ring of a Prize-ſhip to the Merchants and ownets of 
cheſhips. OED Ft 
I ſay if it be not prevented for the future, 'ir-will 
bring great ruine on this Nation. + 3 
| The State ſhould finde out (I humbly conceive) 
by diligent enquiry,the true reaſon, wherefore ſo ma- 
ny Duch Prize-ſhips have been let flip out of their 
fingers, after they have been brought into this Com- 
mon-wealth with ſo-much loſs of blood and charge, 
and blown away in a breath, for the profit of parti-. 
culir men. | | 
| humbly defire Captain Biſhop's Letters from be- 
 yond Seas, may be produced art the Councell of State 
. or Parliament, and there you will ſee what work 
hath been done by ſome in truſt in the Admiralty. 
May it pleaſe your Honors to avoid'that I ſhould 
not bee inſtrumentall co ſpoil this trade, Maſter Bud 
- the Proctor, though he hath had order and himſelf 
promiſed me leverall times, yet he would neverſhew 
me any of the bills of lading, or papers concerning 
any ſhips depending in the Admiralty the 16 Decemb, 
1652. though | have been with him, and ſent my man 
to him ſeverall times, to have ſeen how many ſhips 
there were under arreſt jn the Admiralty the 16 De- 
cember 1552, he hath promiſed me twenty times; bur 
never performed, | ; | 
When 7 went ro ſee your Prize-ſhips,between Lorx- 
don & Wollage there went with me cats what con- 
dition they were in, Mr. Paul Smith, Cap. Brock, Mr- 
Long and his two ſonns, all three.Ship-Carpenrers ; 
and wee looking both oa the infide and outfide of 
the Duch prize-ſhips, we found many of them rent 
and-torn, which by the Law, if they fonghtin the 
channel” 6f England againſt the States ſhips, they are 
prize; and for this I refer my ſelf ro Maſter Rehe's 
Records 'in the Tower; and thereupon I made my 
appeaF in Court, in the behalf of the Common- 
M wealth 
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wealth;: and' have a greatmany preſidents out of the 
Records in the Tower, upon the. like cale it hath 
| beeadoneby others, ro which Records 1 humbly 
_ refer my ſelf. And Thave cauled: the copies to bee 
- atteſted under Mr.Rylies hand; he can ſatisfic you what 
pains and charges I have been ac in that bulinefle, yet 
[eval of theleſhips have been diſcharged, and they 
are-dayly laboring to diſcharge the Morning-ſtar, 
a ſhip laden with about fourty thouſand pounds in 
filver, which fought in your channel. And finding 
our Court of Admiralty would diſcharge many of 
theſe prize-{hips, 1 appealed in the behalf of the 
Common-wealth, and craved reſpit of Judgement 
till my-witneſſes were examined : The like 1did for 
the ſilver ſhips Sampſon, Salvador and George, and all 
the thirteen ſhips which 1 was aboard on by order 
and intreaty of the Commilsioners for Duch Prizes 
the 14 December: 1652. The Duch Prize Commils1o- - 
ners had under. their charge a great many other ſhips 
belides theſe, about fourty at the leaſt. Thumbly de- 
ſire the whole buſinefle may come under a {tri 
examination before a Committee of the Councell of 
State or Parl.- I humbly deſire allo,the Comilsioners 
may be ordered to give mea particular accompt what 
ſhips were in their cuſtodie the 16 December,the Ma- 
ſters names, and where they now remain, and what 
number of theſe ſhips are diſcharged our of this Na- 
tion; unto who , and the time when : And when 
Tſce a perfe&t accompr from them, I ſhall humbly 
acquaint your honors how your bulinefle now 
ſtands. Ir is very much for the ſafety of this 
Nation, for the State to keep a ſtri&t accompt of this 
buſinefle in the Admiralty, as your honors will fnde 
upon a ſtrict examination ; for it the State, had-kept a 
ſtrict eye on all the ſhips that have paſſed our of their 
| hands fince Augyſs laſt, and examined the bottom of 
this buſineſle, they would have had millions of trea- 
Tut | {ure 
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ſure in their cuſtody that is now in Holland ; and the 
people of the united, Provinces would have been: ne- 
ceſsitated to leek for peace, becauſe they could nor 
otherwaics maintain trade, and without it they can- 
not ſubliſt- : rhere muſt be ſome ſtrange connivence 
with ſome of your officers in the Admiraltic; or elſe 
this miſchiet had been prevented, if all men intruſted 
had been honeſt. [pray ſee my book: fol.9g. Theſe 
things 1 humbly ſubmir to your honors. 41, 


Two. VioLtagr. 


® , 


To the right Honorable, the Lord Bradſhaw: 
 . theſe humbly preſent. .._ 


May it pleaſe your Honor, - FTP. 
'F Have left with Colonel Harbert Morley this day 
my Petition to the Councell of: State againſt Otho - 
== 'Georoe : I humbly. defire yourhonor to take no- 
tice, if the Counſell doe not take '{ome preſent order 
in it, to conſider what encouragement my ſelf or any 
man that ſervesthe Common-wealth inthe dilcove- 
ry of the Ships, filver and'Merchandize now brought 
in as Duch prize ſhall have when they ſhall be al- 
{aulted in the ſtreets with Stiletroes and Poniards 
from Captain Otho George, for being inftrumeritaſ] tb 
doe the State ſervice : Thave been advifed by le- 
verall friends for this eight dayes, not to come tOthe 
Exchange or. Admiraſty, to- avoid that 'which' Otho 
George, within theſe few dayes, offered to doeto: ano+ 
cher man (the Surgeon of Otho George ſhip)-which 
hath not been, nor can be the hundred part fo inftru- 
menrall to intitle the 'State tothe filver and goods in 
the Prize-ſhips as I have been. The-Surgeon of Ocho 
George's ſhip hath diſcovered the filver inthe ſhips = 
| MN -..-: be 
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be Duch-mens, and Otho George's bills of lading coun- 
terfet : pray let the examinations taken about this 
buſineſs be ſent for to the Councell,and tha will in- 
form you at large. | | 
I humbly ,defire your honors juſt aſsiſtance for a 
ſpeedy Order about this my Petition, ic being of very 


moet concernment to the Common-wealth, to rake a 


peedy order in ir, to puniſh Ogho George and reſtrain 
his inſolence. FL 6D. | | 


Tonr Honors bumble ſervant, 


#5 HS 2653:  Tro.Viorzr. 


I have heard about Fune laft the Surgeon is dead 
that accuſed Otho George . there is no queſtion but ſom 
had order to give him an Italian figg ; but before he 
died he was examined before the Lord Mayor, and 
in the Admiralty; his confe(sion- againſt Otho George 
is upon Record, about the ſilver in all the Prizc-ſhips 
that came together from St. Lucars in Spain. 5 


To the right  Honcrable, the (,ouncell of State, 


Sheweth, | 


| H A T your Petitioner having by order of 
” this Councel aſsifted in the Admiralty againſt _ 


= the ſhips George, Sampſon,and the Sal-vador,and 
ſeverall other ſhips; And thatthe Court of Admiralcy 
hath judged the onws probandi' to be put-upon the pre- 

renders for the {aid ſhips-and lading. -. 
And that fince your Petitioner hath been engaged 
in this ſervice, your Petitioner hath miade {everal diſ- 
coveries. of great concernment, which. are ſo large 
they cannot be contained in a. Petition, and the 
| EGaD | Councells 
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Councels rime:ſo precious as'your Petitioner hfmbly; 
conerves that the-whol-Gouncell.cannor {pead; with 

convenienicy: ſo: much jme. as, will be- i requiſire; 
ro rake'ari exact account of fo! weighty. a bulines.1() Ic; 

- Your Peritigmer humbly delires.yqus honors to aps; 
poific a. Comminte- ro:take:ia. partigularatconet of) 
your Peririoner;; whar he liath dene;fince. the y6.:Nec.; 
16 52/4 rhis butines,'andthat the Copmitteeingay be: 
impowred: ro:enquite co0ncerning-all the afoxefaid 
prize-ſhips; and.whart: obſtructions harhbeene or/are 
depending in the Court of ddmirglty;s. and to;conſider 
ot lone effectual: waics for remoyingihem. :t.co.)2- 

- And. whereas there is n0.particulat;anditracac- 
count whar gold, ſilver-or Merchandireis remayving 
on thipboardihe Samſon; Salvador and George, :and:{e; 
veral orherſhips, fo-that by! this meanithers.can.bee 
no account'kept bythe State'of wharsregſure is # ſhip . 
board , whereby the State: hath: received muck dame 
mage.and-will-daily receive more,&'thar che ſkearity 
of 0000 '|: given :mto'the: Admiralty. forthedfilyerand 
goods a'ſhipboard, ts of no conſideration to:the:exea- 
ſureaboard theafareſaid ſhips, & aslÞng as the Glygr 
remaines aboard the State:ſhall neves find wharGlyes 
and gold ſhall-beclandeſlinely ſtolng and; imbezeled 
away, and if it be proved, the State ſhalt only; haye 

archment for the damage in ſtead of monies, the 
perſons bound being duch Factors, [a phang the State 
will be ſecure for the future , there is no other courſe 
bur to land all the Silver,and keep it in ſom ſafe place. 
And whercas there are ſame of 1 anon" 0M a 
ſhipboard;as Tobaccges and other Mexchandize thatare 
periſhable, that your honors wothd appoint a Com- 
mittee to examine that buſineſſe , and to rake order 
that no Bales or Fardels, upon any pretence, may be 
diſcharged till they be carefully viewed in the Caſtom- 
houſe, and a true and exact Inventory taken both b 


the Commilsioners and Farmers , thele Merchan- 
N dize 
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dize';/\ being generally falle, packed inthe Indies, 

That wherezs your Peticioner ' hath beene the firſt, 
and principall Inftrumenc:o diſcoveriall the fraudes 
of Otho/George; in his Bills of lading, /and, feveral: 0- 
cherabiulſes and practiſes,” concetning (divers: prizc- 
ſhips i9:rhe Touttiof Almirakic, whereby your Peri- 
rioner hath contacted a deadly: hatred againft him, 
by the aid” 0tho George ;- your Petitioner hath becne 
enforced; tor the ſafety and-preſeryation of his body, 
to fwearethe Peace againlt Ortho George, the twenty 
fouttli day of March, 16532.' before: maſter Recordec 
of London, i#nd is//ant humble ſuitor ro your Honours 
charfuch fartheridircftions may bee given in that be- 
halfe, har your Pericioner may be (oured from be- 
ing-murthered for making this diſcovery againſt 
the zforclaid ſhips, your Pericioner having, for ſeve- 
rall dayesablented himfelfe, both from the Exchange, 
and Court of Admiraltie to avoid the miſchicf, |, 
And if the State will nor rake foine ſpeciall order 
againſt Ortho George, for his aſſaulting , and offering 
roſtab any ſuch Perſons that have,- or ſhall bec In- 
ſirumencall in doing the Srate ſervice in this particular 
abovelaid. Your Petitioner leaves it to your .conſh- 
deration, whether it bee poſsible ro have your buſt- 
neſſe done ?- + 26 Lo 


And your Petitioner ſhall pray, ec. 


- .._... This Petition 15 referred to the 
+...» Comuttee for Forraign affaires. 


y 26. March, 1653. 
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-.. Mrlfeac Doreſlaws, © f 1 foot 3 ng ah ns 
CAN IR you ſhall finde by theſe; Papers: herelinclo- 


Vi &£d;therrnereafon-wheretore | dot fforromet 
So. the Exchange or tlie Court of Admiralty aver, 
till. am ſecured againſt the force of Odho! Gage wpon 
my. perſon; you: know what 1 told: jyouarrhe Still- 
yard about him ; 1 told cheſame! rings ro!hyLord 
LY C0 


E o 


Bradſhaw 16 dayes:agacroF Orho:Geongd: +: (ct oe note 

Though I am:not amongſt you;>T have wcarcfull 
_ eycofrhebuſinels, and'by my intclljgence:ſebWwheh 
I am abſent. My good:friend,charisan Att will coſt 
you many years - ſtudie; before :you':canattaints it; 
and.is not to be:done bur by many hatdsdnd acgreat 
expencc: I ptay let me-intreat you thar you-wouls be 
very carefull, that when this buſineſs !concerning the 
Prize-ſhips comes under-2n examination,” that ino- 
thing may reſt ar:your dore thac.is not like your ſelf : 
you have many temptations;and [ had'rather loſe ry 
right hand, then you ſhouldidoe anything unworthy 
of your ſelf in this buſineſle : Thave good ground:for 
what | ſpeak;l give you this hint our of the affeion 7 
ever bore you : Truly I am promiſed, from ſome you 
know , well :that /are- il power, this bufind(s of the 
Prize-ſhips ſhall havea ſtrift examinarion; and when 
it comes to accompr,l. know it will light heavy upon 
ſome that think: they davate in arher :' Iam nor idle 
bur have a ſtri& cye on this buſinefsof the filver, you 
know by ſad experience what it was in your fathers 
neglecting and lighting the advice of having a lpe- 
ciall cate of his-perfon ; and cruly I know this very 
Otho George hath been in irons in Spain forhis mad 
pranks; and though I know there can be nathing 
done but by Gods permiſsion, yer T will nottempe 
God, when T have had certain admonitions from 
my ſpeciall friends to prevent the giving of an occa- 
ſion of meeting with Otho George for the preſent. 

I have taken all lawfull waies, and ſhall fee further 
N 2 what 


| .(30)) 
what the Councell will doe in it. About mry'eftate 
which we ſpake lately:of you may reſt aſſured FwYl 
notnegle@ this oportunicie of gerring ſatisfaGtigft fqr 
it out of this diſcovery, and: that 1 expe&'and dffre 
your juſt aſsiftance in/ir- You defired''me ts [end 
yorithe particulars.of whdrhath becn taken from me, 
which herewith: ſend. you t& Task nothing bur my 
own, Which is cheven thoaſand yon. which hath 
been unduly taken-from merhele ten' years paſt; and 
Icould ;never get a: tryall. {IF you ſhould/ever have 
ſuch: a-valuc; raken from you, you would, I beleeve, 
think as I'doe, thariit ought notto. be raken from you 
without legall cryall ;. pray. ſend meriword where [ 
ſhall meerwith you, and the: houre;land 7 will come 
and ſpeake with you ; for Iidefire your advife abour 
ſom bulines,and 1am confident you wilt give it me as 
freely as everI gave you; which: was ever to the beſt 
ot my $kill :: Ipray zemember ry ſervice co Door 
Walker, and'tell him the reaſon why t-doe nor, as yer, 


come to Doftors Commons. -'' > | 


My Petition, which Therewith ſend you, is 
referred to the Committee of Forraigy 

. Aﬀairs; you being acquainced with them 
all, ſhall defire your friendly aſsiſtance 


therein. | 


your loving friend 


25 March 165 3- 


Tho; Violet, 


(53) 


Theſe following Papers T left with my Lord 
Bradſhaw, S' m— Harrington, and 
'M- Allen, about the 6" of Februarie 


1652, 
May it ptcaſ your Lordſhip ! i 
==] Moſt humbly preſent unto "your Lord 
A ſhip theſe” papers encloſed ; that your 
| Lordſhip and the Council of State 
may ſe in what 4 poſture your buſi- 
' nels ſtand's with ſom of your Officer's 
__ * of the Admiraltie: truly my good 
Lord, the State ſhall finde 'it was a ſtrange providence 
that I came in to bee engapg'd in this buſineſs abou: = 
ſilver priſes, for upon all the papers and wvitneſles,and o- 
ther tranſaQtions it will bee provedclearly, 1, and my 
Inſtruments have ſaved the State the filver in the ſhips 
Sampſon, Salvador, and George. ji bb 
If your Lordſhip ſhall have the patience to read my 
letter to M" Bud your proctor for the Common-wealth 
dated the 24* of December laſt; you will ſee I found 
him our at the firſt, and truly ic hath coft mee a great 
deal of time to track his ations; God bee thanked 
I diſcover it timely or el ſom publick Miniſters of for- 
rein Princes, and Mr Bud with M* Toe the States Solici- 
tor might have ſerved the Common-wealth, as ſorn fen- 
cers do ina prize, make a greatdeal of noiſ with drums 
and flags about the Streets to draw companie, but the 
agreement was made with the fencers how they ſhall 
ſhare the monie. * | 


rn — 


, 
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- 
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ww | 
will vvonder howw it is ot I ſhould ever get Inftru- 
mentsto fathom the bottom ont. | 
.  Agreat many things -vvhich I intended to-(diſcoyer, 
mult not bee ſeen, or known, cit feethe Skie oat} for 1 
find great diviſions even'in your own counſels abour 
thoſe prizes. Yo 2 9- WR thy > ': f 

' [ only rely on your Lordfhips faichful promils. before 
MF. Tho Weſtrope, that you would ſee 1 ſhouſd have 
juſt dealing, and full ſatisfaQtion from the State for my 
ſervice in- this buſineſs concerning the filyer ſhips; 
Samſon, Salvader,and Geagges 1 

My heatr ake's to ſee what water run's by your mill | 
and you never know it;the' truth is all will bee 


and com to.2a.ſfudden miſchief, if ic bee not ſpeedily pre- 
vented: there muſt bee men of experience: emploied as 
well as zeal; for there may bee many godly men thac 
have got experience to act, in this bulineſs; and where 
you employ one to er eye on this buſineſs, you will 
| finde.ten' of the: ableſt men in Londor, will bee little 
enough, and you. would get a: hundred - times more 
then, the chatge, LE. "TY 
My Lord! ,you have had ſhips worth many a. hun» 
dred thouſand pounds. flipt through your Fleet, and 
ſom of them had convoy to -Dunkirk and Ofterd, and 
all the goods carried to Amiterdam ;you have had Ham- 
burgers, and other Hance-Town ſhips had. convoys 
from your Fleet, upon pretence they were free. ſhips , 
and after they have parted, unloaded themlelys in the 
Harbors of the people of the United-Provinces, I pray ask 
Chpain George Biſhop what information hee hath recei- 
ved from Eel z1d, concerning ſeveral ſhips diſcharged 
bythe Court of Admiraltie. EOS AL x 
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after ſuch a way to make an Impreſsion, thatthe Stats 

ought to have moreeys than they imploy i in this.buſie 
neſs, and to make ſom exemplary tor miſcarriage in their 
buſineſs; and to watch well co your Mm Aocegat 
tie, and all cheir Officers, + +. 

L know this will, Py bath got mee envie 
when: have once undertaken a buſi neſs; I wi 
faichful-co my. truſt ; irbathever been my:.-rule; Oy I 
will never alter, when my-word is once paſt, and your 
Honor hath laid your command on mee, ſhall rather 
die then break my faith withithe State;;/7! - | - 

My moſt humble (uicto your Lordſhip is, that you 
would do in this buſineſs, ] here preſent unto you,inthat 
manner: that the Common-Wealch may; bee ſecured 
from future dammage;and ſuch eoplokgy as may not be 
ſo intimate wirh forrein Ambaſſador's: Secretaries, as 
Mr Bud andMr Rae I moſt APR leay' it all at yout 
Honors fect, and remain | 


Februarie 5* a Your cis Jnble 
| 1652» | z _ Servant 
Tao, VioLsr, 


2 Watkins! 


T4 1! ſhould beegladto fe you : : for Tam 
RFA! not well and I am afraid 1 have gotteri 
Wb ><L&| a feavor with vexing, Truly you knovy 
WEI I) | vwhat great pains and: vaſt expence 1 
<1 have been at, to bring this buſineſs a- 

| '* © - bout to make this diſcoveric of the 
$1izeAhips: to intitle the Stare unto the Silver in the 


Ihips _ , Salyador, George, hoping now to have con- 
Oz” _ vinced 
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vitced-all my greateſt Enemies both of my ſufferings 
and-alſo my-zeal 'to ſerv the-Common-Wealth in this 
baſineſs;and'inany other they ſhallemploy mecin. 
 Thave delivered to the Council of State, and to my 
Lord Bradſhaw and Deftor Walker ſeveral papers with all 
ray witneſſes, becing the greateſt merchancs in this Na- 
tion, 'and ſeveral perſons aboard the ſhips,and by: cheir 
clear teſtimonie; by God's alsiſtance 1 will do the:work, 
which Tam- as ſure the State will carry by my papers, as 
Iam; ſure I now write:to: you , if that rhey pleaſ but 
to proceed effeRually in the buſinels, even by the ſtrict 
- rules'of the Civil Law,and:not give away their right, as 
there are ſom great ones would have them to do, and 
without my papers and witneſs they could never have 
dow-it. ' - I finde that Bud' the Proctor had notin the 
Court of Admiraltic M* (alandriz's letter tranſlated, and 
ſo beeing in high Dutch Door Walker could not make 
any uſe of it at that preſent, and abouta vvcek ago [ 
found Bud and Roe the protor and ſolicitor of the Come 
mon-wealth:4feafting together with ſom forrein A- 
gents; I bave made my Lord *Bradſhaw acquainted with 
it:if Bud had'don ſo much in the State of Yenice | knowy 
hee would have loſt his head, nowv at this time, hee ha- 
ving all the States writings in his hands and knowin 
all the ſecrets of this great buſineſs. But, by God's aſsiſt. 
ance 1 will prevent him 1n his deſigns,or any other that 
Poeth about to diſcharge the filver,  /There are many 
great heads .1d hands a working to coſen the State upon 
craftie lie pretences. I finde the learned Door Walker 
hath ſerved che Common-Wealth in this great buſineſs with 
much integrity and care;and learning, and. a greatdeal 
ofpains(as much as a man could polsible do.) And 
would : I could ay ſo of ſom others imployed-in this 
bulines : the truth is ſom men in power juggle and they 
have-a great temptation for it by the Parlaments not ta- 
king. order to land the filyer in ſecure hands, the which 
is now aboard the prize ſhips, the Merchants by their 
in, 


\ 
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inftruments have ſtollen aſhore many a ſcore of thouſand 
pounds; a great /paft 15 | brought into che. mint ſince 
Chriſtmas : and all that will bee found our, if the Gold- 
{michs were ſtrily examined. ,verho they bought, this 
filver of. - Truly cherc hath lately lictle, or:no filyer bin 
brought into the mint,but vvhat hath beeg ſtollen out of 
thele prize-ſhips and the pretendexs to this i]ver and pri- 
zes baving got ſuch a vaſt ſum of mony to (carter, wich- 
out che State keep a ſtrict eye, it will blinde a great ma- 
ny,l ſec it toq apparently :and if this bultneſs have not a 
powerful - hand over it, to preyent ſuch abules as 
have been formerly practiſed, Iknow in what conditi- 
on the States prizes' will bee in, | | 

Sir ! I delivered my Lord Bradſhaw in Deecmber laft 
my papers concerning this great buſineſs upon his faith+ 
ful promiſs that I ſhould bee juſtly dealc withal about 
my eftate and that beſides] ſhould receiv a good Reward 
- for this Service. -1 haye copies of all my papers idelive- 
red unto him and the Council. . I proteſt. before God 
no man in England ſhould have had my firſt papers tou- 
ching the prizc-filver but his Honor, and I do chiefly 
rely on him. me 

Ic griev's mee much to ſee ſom Merchants ſo deſpe- 
rately mad againſt mee for — this buſigeſs, 
and at White- Hall ſom of the Council think's nor pf. the 
greatneſs of the ſervice and my vaſt charge and hazzard 
I run. For doing this buſineſs I have made many of my 
- Intimate friends my deadly foes: for every man I ſpeak 
with at the Exchange tell's mee I was the only cau{ of 
ſtaying this ſilver or elf it had all been diſcharged. Truly 
what they lay in this particular is true ; for nothing yet 
was cyer produced in the Court of Admiraltie about this 
ſilver but what my witneſſes [| gave in to Dot, Walk- 
er have, orcould have ſpoke unto : for from leyeral at 
Dover I had notice of the State's Letter to Dewittee his 
Commiſion to convoy all Hambergers andLabeckers,and 


to guard them from the Engliſh, becaul theſe Hambergers, 
_— were 


| . (88) 
(ere lodden with filyer forthe accompts of the 'Merz 
Hants of Amſterdam, as you will ſeeby my letter-1 form« 
erly writto'MfDelabare®' 0 a 
_ proteſt ſeriouſly it 'make's mee ſtand amaz'd to ſee 
wharis likely to fall on'this Nation, ' God help'poor 
England,jit is divided and fall among'their great connſel- 
tors,and many of themiicarrieDutch'and Spanifh hearts 


in Engliſh bodies. 1 finde'ſom great ones of the Honf 


cotild cat mee without ſale, ” for diſeoveting and ſtaying 
this ſilver, andulſe all theirendeavors to fling a ſlighting 
and contempt” on mee, with ſom of their fellow coun- 
ſellors of Seate;and in the Parlament : I will tell you 
who they are by word of mouth, when 1 ſce you. They 
ſhall finde at long runningT ſhall ſee their heels trip't up, 
1 'am'afraid ſom great ones love Spaniſh Gold and filver, 
though it - bee conyeighed: unto them by a Dutch 
—_—_ - | | 

By "Sir! my Lord Bradſhaw told mee before M The: 
Weftrope, that there was ſom great ones would hang me 


if chey could for laying of chis ſilver, but ic was not in 


. theirpower:' for hee would to his uttermoſt, do mee 
right, for which great fayor I did give him humble 
thanks. 1 pray preſent my humble ſervice to my 
-Lord Bradſhaw, and tell himznextunto God, Itely on 


him forto do mee juſtice, that I may have my Eſtate | 


pay'd mee which hath been taken from mee, or the va- 
lue of it out of this monie1 ſhall cauſ to bee brought 
in, tothe State, out of the prize-ſhips and filver, 
which I haye cauſcd to bee ſtaicd in December laſt. 


Feb. ® 1652»  Towr irne friend 
THo. VioLErT. 
To my good friend Edward Watkins 


_ Eſquire atthe Poſt-houſ. in Ab- 
Church-Lane London, 
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May it pleaf your Honors | 


© 490 £23.29 Have preſumed to preſent you with 
LS] [3 this petition, and papers : and my 
IT humble deſire unto you is, that you 
22 would do mee right and juſtice. I 
FT was required by ſor of the Council 
th. to preſent my deſires to your Honors 
about my Eftate: for they conceiv it is all the reaſon in 
the world I ſhould have my Eſtate,or the ful value of it. 
You will ſce by my particulars, IThave had eleven 
thouſand pounds taken from mee undulie, and contra- 
rie tothe law : and though I have ever ſince my com- 
ing out of the tower, had a petitionin Parlament to 
have releif, I could never as yer have right. I have by 
all waics and means ſtudied night and daie to preſent 
my ſelf to the world that 1 was ever in all my ations 
loial tothe intereſt of Parlament :in purſuance of that, 
I have don the Parlament many eminent and faithful 
ſervices, as is vwvell known toall the Commilsioners of 
the Council of Trade,the Committee of the Mint, and 
many members of Parlament and Council of State: and 
now in December laſt I Rlaied the Silver-ſhips and many 
other prize-ſhips at my vaſt and great expence. For 
my doing this buſineſs for the Common-wealth 1 have 
at once loſt many friends amongſt the Merchants and 0- 
thers, ſpent great ſums of monie, and in hazard of my 


life. 1fthis bee not ſufficient teſtimonie to reſtore mce 


to my Eſtate,and to have a good Reward, ſhall humbly 
leav it to the conſideration of your Lordſhip and all 
good men. | have in print but given the world a little 
hint,hovv your buſinelses in the Admiraltie haye been 
and are mannaged, and ſo for the Mint, but if the State 
knew throughly how things ſtand in their Admiraltie- 
Court, and hovy their treaſure at Gold-ſmith's- Hall, 
| P32 Worceſter- 
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Worceſter-Honſ, their Cuſtoms, Exciſe, and Mint-buſi- 
neſſes/haye been managed and is to this daie they would 
ſay it were time to look about them, 

Thetruth of it is, had I been imployed, and impow- 
red ever fince the beginning of Auguſt 1652 to have 
looked after all . the prize-[hips Ks, had a mo- 
derate allowance for my intelligence, I would have fa- 
ved a great many hundred thouſand ponnds, that you 
have let gon outof your hands, -(and is at this daie in 
Holland) whereby this Nation hath been unexpreſsably 
abuſed, which without God's mercie will prove 
fatal. j 

May it pleaſ” your Honors! Let the hazard, envie, 
and blame bee never {o great: nay though ic coſt mee 
wy life and all 1 had in the world, I would diſcover 
unto your Honors the deſign that was laid tg cozen the 
the State of the falver 1n the prize-ſhips. 

For doing this ſervice in ſaying the filver I haye 
found juſt what 1 expeted to the ful : for many of the 
Merchants in London, Officers of the Admiraltie and ſom 
others ſpout reviling words at mee,as awhale doth wa- 
ter, and ſom of them haye not ſcrupled to threaten my 
life : and they are skilful at it both by poiſon, or poni- 
ard: they are people that have lived in Countries, where 
for a litcle piece of monie ſuch chings are uſually don. 

 Tmoſt humbly confeſs were 1 not ſatisfied in my 
conſcience, that there was a necelsitie by God's provi. 
dence which put mee on to make this difcovery,l ſhould 

Rot havedon it, For I feel it, I haveraiſed againſt mce 

by doing it many hundred cnemies. | | 

May it pleaſe your Honors ! I have ſpoken with di- 
vers of che Council of State, and they wiſhed mee to 

put in my humble propoſitions, and therefore 1 moſt 

humbly preſeatchem to your Honors, humbly deſiring ' 
your Honors advice, and aſsiſtance in this' weightic 

buſineſs that | might bee iuftly,and fairly dealt with, a- 

bout theſe Prize-Ships, and the filyer in them. 

may 


c ca). 
"My moſt kuimble ſat to the Council of Stite i is; | 
ont of all theſe Ships thar T made a" Proteft ; th 
their delivery, in the Conre of Admiraltie; and out of 
che ſhips Samſon, Satvador,and George, I may,inreward for 
my diſcoveric and charge of intclligenice*reciey all. my 
Eftate which hath been taken from mee to the value 
of the ſum of eleven thouſand ponds; which is bur juftm 
own monies, which Fhave bad for ten years und 
kept from mee, as s 2ppear's by the patticulats hereafter 
following. | gp 

Wich this my humble Petition 1 kaye ne ſeverif 
Members of 'Parlament andiof the Countit acquainted; 
and they hold, that I deſery a farr greater Reward for 
doing this ſervice: for here Ido the State the gratelt 
ſervice thatever was don in England by any man of niy 
condition : Fbring unto the State neer four Bundred 
thouſand pounds, at this conjunRure of time, in ſilver, 
. of our Enemies monie, which, if ichad nor been” for 
mee,the State had been cozened of ; it; I alſo diſcovered 
a fraud and myfteric of fom Merchancs, vwhich;if it Kad 
continned, would hayc endangered 5 min of chis Na 
tion. 

The Dutch at one thne , before I d; avert the flads $0 the 
State did get out 0 = bor Parlonent's bands Eleyen bundred thou- 
and pou nds in ſilver, which wee had once in our cuftodie {ir 
laft Apuſt and nw it is all in Holland. For this my fervi 
to the State T bave brought on my ſelf many Enemies, fo'Yhat 

now if 1 ſhould not have juſt deating from the State, "aid my 
 Eftate refored or the value of it, 1 hou by this aftion for the 
Common-wealth, made my life bitter, and uncomfortable” into 
mee every Way, and it will for eroer diſcourage any to fry y 
upon the like occaſion, | 

_ My Lord! Ido theStatethis ſervice, and ask not one - 
pennie,butto have my own again, evhich hath been tin- 
duly taken from mee, as aforeſaid, > 0p n falf” pretences, 
and 1 could never getatrial,as is well known unts your 
Honor. But fom of the Members of Parlament when 


Q_ I 
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I petitioned for a Trial even by Marſhal Law, replied, 
if. Thad been. guiltie, 1 ſhould never. need to have petitioned 

' far a Trial; 1 ſhonld | haye -bad one without petitioning. 


-- 


| A fearful andſad thinggofef mee out of my whole E. 
| fate theynotremembringthe rule, do, as you , would bee 
 . Mayit pleaſyour, Hogpr! For God's ſake conſider 
vhacl ſay;chereis nonein England of my. condition ever 
did Raglend,in any age,ſo great a ſervice, as I baye don, in 
this very particular, about the Dutch prize-ſhips; and 
ſhall not my faith, and true loveto my Councric at ſuch 
a conjunRureof time, bee;by ſuch as you are, vhom God | 
hath ſctat the Helm, looked onand cheriſhed ? I am 
confident God will never ſuffer the. State ro commit 
ſuch a ſin of ingratitude. ON 
' 1 dare ſay. 1 have convinced the greateft Enemics 
have in England by deceiving their expeRations, they 
little thinking THo. VioLET could or would have don 
the Parlament this ſervice, I have heard ſo much my ſelf 
from- ſom of their ovyin mouths,and,] do verily belicy, 
in their own .conſciences, between God and themſelys, 
they are convinced, that they bave oppreſſed mee un- 
juftly; and if fo, letſom Members of the Parlament have 
a care when they are in judgment, : Not to pronounce 4 
ſentence againſithe light of their own conſciences: for the Oppreſſors 
that willingly do injuftice , topleaſ themſelvs, or. others, that are 
in power, when their conſcience ſhall check them for Oppreſſaori, 
may one day fall under the ſame afflifiion themſelys. 
| For thoſe Gentlemen, how great ſotver mu#t know, there is a 
righteous God who ſeeth all things , and in his good time will 
render to ervery man according to his merits, and thoſe _ that 
judg without mercie, ſhall have no mercie; and they know not 
bow ſoon God Will call their delay of Juſtice, and their forbearing 
to do men right to accompt; truly the cries of the oppreſſed 
are many in this Nation. 22 | " 
May it pleal your Honors! if I may have my Eſtate 
reſtored, or the yalue of it, i ſhall oblige mee to pray for 
| your 


mn th MEE keep's their promils, 
en the Coun $ their 
ally had from.m many fon when 
ert! ea flop. he hlver claimed by 
the hdr I ods ſubmaa all on your Honors, | 


N yaw: you ..- Lolp "ER THO. N16 Lat, 
iFor tie Esrd Bradſhaw. Oe 
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4n Account of what hath been taken from mee, 
Thomas Violet, for which I bumbly de- 
fire Reparations, and ſatis —_ from' the 
_ Parlament , out. of the Sifver'in the prige- 
Ships, which I have {aied”, ANT; + 


1652. 4 


F 


Hen I was ſent. to the Taver the 60f | Jai 

1643. my Mother had of my Goods ; 
Bonds and Bills in her hands, taken fiomheras ſeveral 
times, «Viz, to the value of one thouſand ; three hun. 
dred and odd pounds.; beſides manie of my papers; 
and Accounts of great value and conſideration comeec, 
ſeized , and manic of my papers were of great con» 
cernment to the, Common. wealth ; and. yet I - can- 
not com. to the knovledg who hath ho ; bur this 
I am ſure of, if there had been any thing in; them 
that could have made againſt mee , there bad been then 
ule made of them; 

2. My Mother had at another time, a Privie-Seal - 
taken from her, wherein the late King acknowledged 
hee owed: mee, for my expences in the diſcoverie of 
the Tranſporters of Gold and Silver, ninteet hundred, 
threeſcore and eight pounds , which money [I laid 


out eyery-penie out of my own purſ'; and am ready 
ro 


_ 


"IR "I _— > . 402-0 oy "Sad 
4.4 LOVES 6; 
YO ACTI FE! Sn In v7 ku, 
4 


"aſtodis''of Auguſtin Barlaid, © 
The Commirtee of Eſſex put mee- out, of. my 
poſſekiv of the Mannors of Battles , and Paton-ball 


in Bſſex, as s. byctheir, Warraprs, Which I have 
to _—_— Pr which Land I ha an extent- to the 


value of one thouſand poufid,duib mee in 1643; 
Fs Foy CageEfq; was in pravvon of the Pre: 


miles a bo ' we, 
IO nittee of Sbrojſbiis, is ati in "wp $i. 
ſet hands: ith Lowdon, three bonds, due to mee, in'two 
thouſand pounds, for, the-paymene of ' mec Thomas 
Viglet.one. hed pounds by. the Lad Waade ,. Fd- 
mold Lenthal, Elq\; Þh lp (os Eſc 4; \Charls Mordent 
Flq; as appear's under the' hand the ſaid Philip 
Cage Eſquire. iff 
| had the Leaſes often ſeveral houſes at thePoſtern 
int tile More:idds, and the *Tenanrs owed mee, when 
I ves commited: to the T owe}, im Arrears for Rent, 
about one luwhtd-pounds; and fot 'above theſenine 
years F-never evecivees i reitt I them; bor- M Blcom- 
heat hath \receiyed the Reht Everſinee, © © 
. ,"*6;Som- of the SilyerWier: Drivvers;by their unjuſt clas 
mer;cauſed my Office to beeſequeſtred from mee wyhich 
wit: for tlie Surveying id Sealing of all Gold and 
Silver thred ; 'to prevent the deceit of this Nation 
by:xvurſ and adukerared Silyer-thred, 'wyer and ſpan- 
gels; which at this daic is very mich adulterared, for 
| want of the ſaid Office; which Office for” rhe fur- 
veying and ſealing of all Gold and Silver-chred and 
wyer, 1 had' from the late King for three lives, and 
it hath' coſt mee neer fifteen hundred pounds to my 
_ Lotd” Treaſurer, Lord Cottingron, S* Jobn Cook and S*. 
* John Baiks, before I could get the granc co pals un- 
der the great Seal of England ; and hat Office made 
mee 


Ty bi #ian 7 
ee, 


rent-free. : -. - 


per-"ath. to MEE. ' 


inceabove three hundred pounds a year, beſides ari houſ 


...74 I had one quarter part of the Ladie. Yillers Farm 
for-importation of all Foxrein Gold and Silver thred, 
hatbands or lace, and 'Copper-thred: throughout Enge 
laid and Wales, for fourteen years ; which coſt mee 
alittle before. I yyas ſequeſtred ſeven hundred pounds; 
and It was worth one:; hundred and ifftie- pounds 


- +2; Lhad a grant fromthe: late King under his-ſignet 
to be Maſter Worker of the Mint-in the Tower of 
London, which grant was taken away from mee when 
I had my houl ſeized in [Farn. 1643, *o | np 
' 9. Beſides the aforeſaid ſymm's, I ſpent inmy im- 
priſonment in the 7 aver for almoſt four years, ſeyen 
hundred pounds, and could never get my cauf tb-bee 
heard, though by my friends 1 preſented manie pe- 
titions, and 1 have attended the late Parlament with 
my peticion this 1x. years; 'ever-fince{ had my libeitie 
our: of che T over, to- have Juſtice ;- and: relief in the 
forelaid premiſes ; and have ſpent on my attendance 
onely if foilowing this buſinels to get my cauf heard, - 
aboyg..one thouſand pounds; beſides: T have ſpent all 
my- time for above theſe Jaft-lix years, in daiiig'ſe- 
yeral ſervices: for the State, as: is well, krioyvnto a great 
manie- of- the ;Patlament and Cougcil 'of State! and 
upon: the faichful promiſsi:of 
manic. members that- my petition ſhould bee granted, 
and 1- have-mmy eſtate reſtored, or the-yalue,, which 
by. theſe particulars amount's: to aboye;a-eleven;thon- 
ey pounds;:: My good. (ervices-1chave don:is wvell 
,novn to. your honors-,'. S' James Farrington, SOEdenrie 
Mildmay, "MF. The: (halener, Col, Elerbert:;Marley,, MEAL 
derman. Allen; MF Auſtin Garlgid, and, the: Comminteo 
of the Miac, 4nd.many . other members, of the, Comn- 
cil of trade, about ſetting the par of Exchanges and | 
coyns, Free-ports, and ſeyeral other great ſervices 1 did s A 


Committee for trade ,- 


C63) 
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(66 
the: Cormmeniwakh before ever your Honors and 
the Council of State engaged mee about the Silver 
Prizes and Goods in the Adtrifakie; - and this hath 
coft: mee" inore-charge, trouble and hazard for the 
time,” uhety ever: anc baſinels T have” don; The firſt 
cring/ that moved. mer'to do'this ſervice 'about the 
Prizes, vwwasthe good and faftie of rhis Nation ; - but 
had:Z- 'Qot had 'your Honor's command to do i ir, and 
my of the Council of State's promiſe-that 7 ſhould 

beth my- eſte rcftored,' and a"'good reward for 
- a expence, pains. and- hazard '; 1 ſhould :not 
have-yemared' of fo knottie a buſineſs, for which I 
goin hazard of my life daily, 1 hainbly ſubmir che 
75 APR y"_u Honors, afar: E> . 


MpS.4 4 7 

The. Vi " 
ps back with ſornliale additions I delivered to 
my Lotd Braifhan, S' Jawe owes - Sdrvingron, and MY An 


4149s % 


- Hets: follows, A Copie wy ay Petition put intothe -- 
lie Parlameac, which petition-ith been depending 
theſefixyears, 20d 7 bave delivered forn- hundreds/ar ſe- 
veral times ww-the Members; and couldnever bee heard, 
tor: have relief 8x juſtice, houph I-attended it daily , 

becing by ſeveral mentbers eo take. the firſt 
itie for: my ' celief + _—_— 
Kings Lener which 4 brought to Lawlary!and my 'an- 

ſvrectothe honorable Commirtee at 'Gold- jmil't-Hll, 
when: they: exarnined mee about: the ame ; wich che 
Order.of my commiement to the Tower, for bringiagup 
tliefatd Letter foripeace, vhich was beforc anie .avy 
voas enade tothe comrarie; to prohibituny ——_} 70 
ht Laney" — the ine _ 


” 
& ' 
* % => # 
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(67). 
To the Supreme Autoritie, the P a nu. a- 
Mz NToftheCOomMmMon-WraLth 


of England. 


The bunble Petition of Tao. Vier. 


_ 2 


BIPGes Hat your Peticianer, with - Zheopbilus 
29 RaNe fie, then Scout-Maſterof the Citie 
(F'Y. h 7 £ - ee he ——— 
DO ul of Co, the 6, of Januarie1643. 
y IF 2 was committed priſoner to the 
LYROIELS Tower ; where your Petitioner 1e- 
Rilye becing diſcharg'd. aut of - the Tover within a 
year from the time of his commitment; his Eftate ne- 

- yer -ſequeſtred, or taken away, your Petitioner having 
acted nothing in thatbulinels, without the.approbation 
of the ſaid Theophilus Rilye. And.your Petitioner had a Paſs 
togoto Oxford by the Iard General Eſſex,and an Order 
fromthe then-Houl of. Commans, aad the Committee 
of both England and Scatland arr, by raaggunicioner' 
appoiatmeat,naade acquainted zhat your Peritzoner Was, 

' within few daies;to bringup aLener from chelate King 
to-.the Citic, for peace: which. your. Perxrianer defired 
Six Dawuid Watkins to acquaint the Pazlamens vY 


Py 
s z > 


Wi 

beforecyer your Petirioner went: to Oxford. \ 
_ -My humble ſuit,is,thereforethat S* David: Watkins and 
M- Kihe, may beeexamined of the truth of.4his. Your 
Petitioner acted. nathing in this buſineſs butby Order ; 
and whit the Parlament,or ſoma prime Members, knew 

of, and did conſent tothe doing gf it. p 
at 


: ns 

That during, the time of your Petitioner's reftraint, 
your Petitioners Eſtate was by the Committees of Eſſex 
Salop, Middliſex, and Linden; equeſtred, and Bkeniaveay. 
Your Petitioner's Eftace jn Fſſe>-beeing by Order of Par. 
menit; grafted nnto certain perſons (chrough whole in- 
formations your Petitioner was ſequeftred)-wyhio fince 
the grant and obtaining thereof, have never made good 
their allegations, or informations, or anie part thereof, 
alchough by ſeveral Orders of the honorable Committee 
of Eſſex, and Salop in purſuance of an Order of the ho- 
norable the Barons of the Exchecquer, they have been 
required to make good their charge againſt your Petiti- 
oner, as by the ſaid Orders may appear,neither hath your 
Petitioner during the timie of his ſaid impriſonmenr,nor 
fince(cthough'to the uttermoſt of his power endeavored 


<4 — 


 YourPetitioner humbly prajeth, that the faid ſeque- 
- - ftration may beetaken off, and that all Lands, 
+» Bonds, Bills, Leafes, Moneys, Goods, 'Debts, 
Offices, Extents, Writings and FEvidences of 
what nature. ſover,” in' whoſe cuſtodie the 
lame, or any part thereof is, beeing,and'remain- 

ing, miaie bee reſtored to your Petitioner, | 

And that ajuſt account may beegiven Your Petitio? 
 _-nerofthe profits receivedever ſince thefequeſtra- 
tion by ſuch perſon orperſons who havereceived 

the ſame; Your Petitioner humbly praieththisthe 
rather, for that hee, ever ſincehis enlargement 

out of the Tower, hath 'don many good'and 
faithful ſervices for the Common-wealth ,- to 

the beſt of his skill and poyver, as'is known as 
ES. oo en well 


| (69) 4% 
.- well to the honorable Council of Staee; as to 
ſeveral honorable Members of this honorable 
Romo ;iotcl;s - = ncs 4 E 
And Your Petitiner ſhall praie,8&c. 


Tro. VioLzr; 


A Copie of the late King's Letter to the 
Lord Major, and Aldermen of the Ci- 
nie. of London. | 


Charls Rex. 

T 'Ruſtic and wellbeloved , vvee greet you well, 
when wee remember the many As of Grace 

and Fayor Wee, and our Roial Predecefſors have con- 
ferred upon that our Citie of Lodon,. and the many 
examples of dutic and loialtie for which that. Cirie 
hath been likewiſe famous, Wee are willing to be- 
liev,, notwichſtanding. the great defection vvee have 
found in that Place that all men are not ſo degenerated 
from. theic affeRion to Us, and to the peace of the 
Kingdom, as to deſire a continuance of the milerie 
they now feel : and: therefore” beeing informed that 
there is a deſire of ſom principal phy of that Citie, 
to preſent a Petition to 115, which may tend to the bet. 
ter-procuring 4 good underſtanding between Us and 
that our Citie, whercby the peace of the whole King- 
dom may bee procured : Wee have thought fit to ler 
you, know, that vvee are ready to receiv any ſuch 
Peition, and the perſons who ſhall bee appointed 
to preſent the ſame to us, ſhall have aſafe conduct,and 
you ſhall afſure all our good ſubje&s of that our Ci- 
tic,, whole hearts are couched with any ſenſ of dutie 
to. Us, or love to the Religion and Laws eſtabliſhed, 
in the quiet and peaccable truicion whereof, _—_— 
5 the1r 


=: 
their Anceſtors have enjoied ſo great _— 
that wee have neither paſſed any AR, nor made any 
profeſsion or proteſtation for the maintenance and de- 
fence of the true Proteſtant Religion,and the Liberties of 
the Subje&t, which wee will not moſt ſtritly and re- 
ligiouſly obſery , and for the which wee will bee al- 
waies ready to give them any ſecuritie can bee deſired, 
and of theſe Our gracious Letters Wee exſpe&t a ſpeedy 
anſver from you, and ſo Wee bid you farewel, 

By his Maſjeſtic's 


Given at our Court at Oxs 


ford on the 19" year of Command, 
Our Reign, 26*Decemb. | T0 
Gy een GengeDight, 


Upon the bringing vp to London of the aforeſaid Let-_ 
ter, I, Tho. Violet of London, Gold-ſmith, was exami- 
ned before an honorable Committee of Parlament at 
Gold: ſmith's Hall, Janzaric 3,1643, where I madethe 
Committee acquainted that I had aRed nothing but by 
order of M Theophilus Riley, Scout- maſter of the Citie 
_ of London, who was autorized by Ordinance of both 
Houſes of Parlament, and by A& of the Common- 
Council of the Citie of London, to hold intelligence in 
any of the King's quarters, and that the ſaid T heophilus 
Riley, by virtue of his place, did procure my Paſs from 
the Houſ of Commons to go to Oxford the 25 Decem- 
ber , 1643, as will appear by the Journal-books in the 
Houſ of Commons, and that my Lord General Eſſex 
did give mee a Paſs togo to Oxford the 27 of Decemb. 
by S Arthur Haſlerig's and S' David Watkin's means ; 
both which Warrants were procured for Mee Tho. 
Violet by Theophilus Riley, Scout-maſter, and one of the 
Militia of the Citie of London, and the parties aforelaid, 
and that the ſaid 'Therphilus Kiley, and 1, Tho. Violet, and 
| S'David Watkins had made leyeral Members of Parla- 

ment, 


_.  - 
ment, and Committee of both Nations acquainted 
with the Letter, before ever wee ſent it. to Oxford to 
have the King Sign it, and wee had their approbation 
for doing the ſame; and TI, Tho. Yidler, did plead juſti- 
fication for my doing thereof before the ſaid Commit- 
tee, having the Warrant and approbation of the Com- 
monzwealch's Scout-maſter. Moreover I declared, that 
there was not then atthe time of my bringing up of the 
late King's Letter, becing the 24 of Jayuarie, 1543, any 
Ocder, or Ordinanceto forbid mee,or any other perſon, 
to bring up a Letter of Peace from: the late King : be- 
ſides, 1told the Committee, that by God's Law, where 
there is no Law, there can bee no tranſgreſsion : and 
my bringing the late King's Letter up ro London before 
a lavy made to ſhevy mee my Rule to walk by, 1 beeing 
the King's Servant, I humbly conceived could bee no 
off:nce ; whereupon the honorable Committee made 
their report to the Houſ of Commons, and thereupon 
the honorable Houſ made this Order, viz © 


Die Sabbathi 6" Fanuar. 1643; 


COIr Henrie Vane, M' Solicitor, and S' Arthur Fliſle- 
rig report the deſign of M* Theophilus Riley, Scout- 

| maſter of the Citie, Col, Reade, S* Bafil Brook, M*Violet, 
and others, coricerning Letters, a Petition}, and Pro- 
poſitions touching Accommodation, &&. -and the par- 
ticular examinations of the faid parties;' and a'Letter 
from his Majeſtic to the Lord Major, Court of Alder 

| men, &c. and two Letters from the Lord Dighie to Sir 


| 


Bafil' Brook, of the 29 of Dereniber, and the 2 of Fa: 
nuarie Were all read. | 


Reſolved, &c. Theophilus Riley, S' Baſil Brook, and 
Thomas Violet ſhall bee committed cloſe” Pri- 
ſonersto the Tower, © | 

Hen, Eljng, Cler a 
; jp I 1a 


9. 
ny ſhall humbly defire. the ComminteroF Bſfx to 

= this; here was no-conſpiratie-charged on thy 
of us, by fe Order 'of the Houſ of Commatont) but 
if they will tead the orignal, they- will finde j jr;axi ir 
is Printed here in the Journals of Patlament; onely a 
GCommittment to the Tower of Londen , eve .man 
thac is committed to a;priſon, muſt nor there bee 
guiltie of 3 conlpiracie before hee bee tried: , cicherby : 
Marſhal Law, or the- Common Lav of the 
Land.” 

'And ruly. I bumbly eake ir my paniſhment bee: 
ing ſo long in priſon, was beyond my offence, ; for 
bringiag a letter of peace, when I had not broken anic 
Lavy. at that time in beeing, without baving my E- 
Rate under Sequeltration, or giving Mi" Elconbeadmy 
Eflate for his charging ance unjuſtly; wich a conſpi- 
racie: againſt the Parlament, before the Commiteee of 
Eſſex, when thee nor anie- other, either hath or can 
prove it ; is {hall bee: found upan examination , 1 
have don the Common-wealth better ſervice then 
manie ſcores ſuch as M* Fobead, cittier hath: or could 
ever do; and 1 bumbly hope, when this preſent Par- 
lament. doth rake this buſineſs into-examination, they 
will teav. mee to. my. reniedie ar,” lavy againſt Edvard 
Aconbead, far his unjuſtiand malicious charge to de- 
fraud mee. of my" Eſtate ; z-td entich : himſelf by ſuch 
ingireRt practior 3 and, make him account with mee | 
fox all- maenjes, and 'reqts_ hee hath-received of mine, 
with. daraages for my forbearance ſince my Seque: 
Kzjon', .nqwichRtandiog anie_Þretence, or” Order 
Firhcho late; Parlatneng; ior Committee of nm 


— 


| To, V 10er. 
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'Tiheſs haticrs +65 led: ih! th Ted <Bradſhaw 
& James Harrington, M-,tT ho, Chaeray , "Mr Alderman 
Mw nh: clic Commmuttee” 0 of. Hffex at Chemsford , M* 


Auſtin 


WO 
Aguſin Garland, and ſeyeral ther Members of Patt: 


ment. 
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| Pon the diſſolving of the laſt Parlament , I made my 

requeſt to the faithful Lovers of their (ountrie Col. 
Werton, and Liey*. (. Joice, to preſent my former ſervices; 
about the ſtaying the Silver and other Prizes, to the Right Hos 
norable the Council of Officers : which accordingly they. did, and 
brought mee acquainted with feveral of thoſe noble' Gentle- 
men ; for which great civilities 1 give them bumble thanks + 
by. whoſe means I ſent this enſuing Letter to the Right 
Honorable General Monk , and preſented the enſuing Papers 
ro the preſent (ouncil of” State, = 


For the Right honorable General Monk, 
Admiral of the Common-wealth _ of 


- 


England. 


May it pleaſ your Honor | 


Have deſired Lievtenant Colonel. Foyre to bee 'plea> 
I ſedto ſend your Honor this Letter ; the occaſion of 
my writing to your Honor now's, humblyto pive you 
notice of a Book; I preſented to the late Par t, con- 
cerning many” abuſes about ſeyeral Prize-Ships brought 
into this Nation, and diſcharged; ſom out of the Court 


of Admiraltic, and ſom other waies, before they were 
duely examined ; as appear's in my Book I herevvith 
ſend unto your Honor. By reaſon of your great em- 
ployment as Admiral, I humbly chowught ic my dutie to 
preſent you with my Book, In folio (9g) you ſhall finde 
a particular lnayoice, —  _ 


S &! 


ko_ IS $—_— _ 


-  —_ 
$4! the damage hath beca co this Common-wealth, 
to the value of manie hundred thouſand pounds, which 
this Nation hath been couzened of, for want of a ftri& 
Examination of Prize-Ships. 1 was formerly employ'd 
the 13" of Decemb. 1652. by the then Council of State, 
to aſciſt in the Court of Admiraltie, againſt che Ships 
Samp/an, Salvader and George , having laden in them 
manie hundred thouſand pounds, which filyer had been 
all.let, gon, had itnotbeen-for my Proteſt and Solici- 
cationtin the Court of Admiraltie, as appear's in my 
Baok.;. fd. 45::96- 77» 2» 19% 80. 81. $2. $3. 84. F 
have preſurned ta ſend yauthe Book, with a: Copicof 
ny Petition:to his: Excellencie the Lord General, . 
My. bumble (uit to your Honor, is, that if you con« 
ceiy, my. Petition! is for the ſervice of the Common- 
wealth, to have theſe greatabuſes I have humbly pre- 
ſented unto the Parlament found out, qnd prevented for 
the future ; that your honor would do mee that juſt 
favor, to ſend in writing to Lieytenant Colonel Joyce, 
whar you concriy is to don concerning my humble 
Petition to his Excellencie. + CET 
| The Silver aboard all theſc aforeſaid Ships; is-Or- 
dered to bee landed by his Excellencie : and to bee 
brought into the Tower ; 1 humbly. deſire. to bee ap, 
pointed Remembrancer for all prize-Ships , which if 
I bag been. in; Auguſt laſt crmploy'd, the State had bad a 
. Million of manienow , which hath by che undue, and 
carole(s praQice of ſom men, been let ſlip out of Eug- 
land,tor want of a vigilant proſecution, and is novy in 
levd.: 1 humbly leav.the: conſideration of the pre- 
mulſes'to your honor, and remain, .- 


London, 4pr.27- 165 3 fe 


' Your voſt humble Servant, 


 Tro. VioLler. 


Lievicnant 


(75) 


_'Lievienant Col. Joice, lieth at the les neer the Foius: 


tat Tavem in the Strand, Thumbly delire your honor 
to ſignifie your pleaſure to him, This letter 1 feat by 
MF Quatmore, 


A— 


The humble defire, and Petition of Thomas 

| Violet ; preſented to the Right honorable 
Major-General Desborrow , (ol. Benet, 
' Gol. Jones, all of the. Council of State, 
May 4. 1653. ""Oomy 


| Sheweth ! 


T Hat for want of order anda due regulation, 
and porſccution of the matters of the State's 
Prizes, and Prizes of private men of 'War , depending 
in che Court of Admiraltie , divers grear loſſes and in- 
conveniencics have enſiied ; which, if not prevented 
for the future, will bring unexpreſſable miſchief on this 
Nation, and will not onely diſcourage all privare Men 
of War, for continuing thoſe Ships they have abroad ; 
or ſending forth of others, bur deprive the Common- 
wealth of much , if not moſt of that benefic it might 
and oughtto make by Prizes, which are, and haye beer 
brought in by the Parlament's Ships ; which Prizes 
ought to bee employ'd towards the ſupport of this War, 
by which'means this State hath been much diſenabled, 
_ and our enemies enabled, as by (ad experience fince theſe 
Wars began, the State hath found, and by your Petitio- 
ner it hath been humbly preſented te your Honors to 
take ſuch order that there may bee a timely redreſs be- 
forc it bee too late. a 
+ 2, That for want of ftrifter inſttu&ions to all 
Commanders at Sea fot this Commonwealth _ 
_ 


Cn 
Ships have- paſſed unqueſtion'd, or not fully examined; 
and 'manie more are likely to bee permitted to paſs, 
and never to haye judgment in future, and you have 
bad Millions of Treaſure ſuffered to paſs in this ma- 
ner ; which if it had been ſtopped, had brought the 
Hallanders on their knees before this time. When your 
Court of Admiraltic and Officers in that Court , are 
not well regulated, it 1s a dangerous back-door.to this 
Nation, and by coſtly experience, this State upon exa- 
mination will finde ir. _ 

3. That whereas heretofore in the Court of Admiraltie; 
ſeveral Ships were in queſtion, and upon juſt grounds 
and ſuſpicion, were brought in as Prize, (but were nor 
put to plead ſpecially ) by which means many Ships 
to the value of manic hundred thouſand pounds, fince 
Auguſt laſt, have avoided Judgment and after-queftion, 
for want of ftrit examination, (by which means 
particular proof might have been in all: likelihood 
found out) theſe Prize-Ships have been diſcharged. 
- It beeing alleged , ir is contrarie to the Rules of the 
Admiralcie ; 1 humbly ſaie, No ill cuſtoms ſhould bee _ 
kept up to endanger the ſaftie of the Nati , for 
the Ovyners of all ſuch Prizes , beeing under que- 
ſtioo, ought, by the Civil Law, to' prove their Inte- 
reſt , eſpecially, as by your Petitioner's endeavors , 
and reaſons given to DoQtor Walker , your Petitioner 
made it manifeſt to bee the conſtant cuſtom of other 
Nations, and that atteſted by the ableft Merchants in 
Eondon : and by the great care of Door Walker , hee 
got a Judgment for the Common-wealth , for the 
Sampſon, George and Salvador, beeing the Ships that have 
the Silver, to caſt the proof on the Claimers, and 
to caul them to prove ſpecialy ; and I humbly hope 
all other Prizes ſhall exipc& the like hereafter, for [ 
humbly faie, it is the onely , and quickeſt. waie to 
curb the Hallander's greatneſs, to ſtop them of Trade, 
in anie Veſſels whatſo&ver, which will never bee don 
FE OT 2” "ny 
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except the State keep a ftri eie on the- proceeding 
of he Court of A idicalel z. during "the War: m7 
Elland. me” 01S EF” :t F*1. $3589) 
| 4. That' the State hath ſuffered very much; for 
want of diligent and ſpecial Proſecutors or Solicitors, 
to take' eſpecial: notice of everie Prize; and' for attend- 
ing as Remembrancer to the Council of''State'; and to 
the State's Counſel at law ; to have this well don } 
is the work of many men, and to order-all buſineſs, 
that ſo no Prize ſhould com into the: Court to receiy 
Judgment, if there were any difficultie;, 'or diſpute 
in the title, till the State's Counſel had-argued ir pro, 
and con, privately ; if this courſ” had formerly been 
taken, manic a Prize-Ship, which hath'been diſchar- 
ged the Court of Admiraltie , and is now in Holland , 
had been confiſcated to the State, 

And therefore to enable your Petitioner , to do you 
this ſervice for the future. : 

\ Your Petitiorier humbly defire's, that hee may have 
a perfect liſt, from the Regiſter of the Court of Ad 
'"miralcie, of all the Prizes brought into this Common- 
wealth, from the firſt of Auguſt 1652, for the uſe of 
the State; and all Prizes brought in by private' Men 
of War, and what Ships wete condemn'd ; and"the 
daies when ; and to whom ; and that the State's 
Commilſsjoners, for Dutch Prize-goods, maie bee 
defired to do the ſame, that your Petitioner maie ſee 
they agrees Tit 02-06: I 
| And 1 humbly faie, until this bee don; that there _ 

bee ſom employ'd to execute that truſt, co mannage 
and prepare buſineſs, the Common-wealth's Coun- 
ſel cannot execute their charge as were to bee wiſhed, 
and exſpeed, and it'is not an Ordinarie Solicitation 
to finde out witneſſes, and the Myſteries and frauds 
of Merchants, it muſt bee don by men that have had 
long experience, and great acquaintance; to get your 
intelligence ; and this part cannot bee ated by the 
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' Srati*s Counſel: for it-is* out. of theit cour(; they wk 
Have everic thing brought to their hands, tirgher is 
ir for the Judges of the Admiraltie., to cake\notire 
obanio'caul; fer, rabre chat vehat — proved 
-5./Fhat threcafon of: che premiſed wants innhe ww, 
of the Admiralciz, and moſt ef] pecially for want. ofskil. 
ful ſollicication;; and a due care to (ee: every one in truſt 
r0-do-hisidutie-;\ there: hath been about eightic ſhips 
brought in'as Ducch-prizes, and- many of them: ſhot 
and tom..z many of them had been let gon without - 
judgment; had ir not been fot Your Petitioner's prote- 
ſting and appealing in the Court of Admiraltie, which 
hath been followed at the ſole endeavors and great chars 

Add expences of Your Petitioner.” : 

6. That for want of firifter Rules in the Adamiral- 
ng great numbers of Prizes brought in by private men 
of War have been diſcharged, ta the great diſheartning | 
of:all Adventurers of that kinde, and weakning; the 
leſſer, butneceſiarie finevs of this Common-vvyealth. 

I humbly faie, itis highly advantagious for the State” 
_ to improve all the force of particular Adventurers both 
Metchants and/Seamen, and.to let them have all encou- 
Tagement as poſtible may. bee given, for to offead ſo 
craftie and potent an enemie ; I humbly, lay, that di- 
verſ” great Merchants complain, that it is in vain for 
them to put out private men of War againſt the Dutch, 
as things are carried in the Admiraltie ; and from good 
hands 1 haye it, that the Dutch-doth give againſt chis 
State, all encouragement tothejr private men of. War, 

My humble deſire is, thatthe Regiſter of- the Admi- 
ralrie may bee Ordered to give mee the particular of all. 
private Ships diſcharped fince the firſt of Auguſt; 1652, 
and if I bee commanded, I will afsiſt and Gilcte for 
to/ſce to the'State's part, that the Ships bee not diſchar- 
ged forthe future as they-have been formerly, through 
the negligence, if-not worl, of your Proftor M* Budd, 
2 bs | and 
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and ſom other. in'the Court of Admiraltie. : -_ 
4--That to enable Your Petitioner todo this buſineſs; 
hee cannot have-leſs then ewo Clerks conſtantly tq 
write for him, and to put your: buſincfs in Order for - 
proſecution of the buſineſs in Order for the Court's And 
 wvhereas M' Doreſlawes hath-a Warrant for: proſecution 
| of the buſineſs concerning the Prize-ſhips, Your Pez 
titioneralſo deſire's, hee may allo havea Warrant with: 
ſuch Inftrutions and Powers as your: Henors, in your 
great Wiſdoms ſhall conceiv is ſufficient to enable your 
' Peticianer to do this ſervice with M*Direflewes, or other 
waies: as your : Hlonors ſhall: order: bim:,; ſubrmicing 
himſelf, and his Fee for encouragement, to your grave 
VWildoms.! {lf 5 ff bo Þ o lorimbe to gies 
- 8: Whereas many occaſions have and will ariſe fot 
ſeveral .fumms of money, for'ſeveral meetings in Wap- 
pine;'S* Katharine's, Lime-bouf, Eriff and Blackwall, and 
ſeveral Sea-ports of this Nation where ſhips are brought 
into ſchd Poſt: about Witneſſes, and ſeyeral otherwaies, 
hath alrcady coſt your Peticioner near four hundred ' 
pounds : Hee humbly defire's, . that you would Or- 
der your Commailsioner for Prizes to paic and iflue out 
ſuch ſummes of money for this buliaefs, as they, or 
any two of them ſhall conceiv is for the ſervice of this 
Common-wealth. 

9. That now the Silver 1s unloaden by the State, 
which vas aboard the Sampſon,Salvader,and George, your 
Petitioner may have ſuch 'a Reward as the greatnels of 
this ſeryice deſery's, for ſtaying and getting the State (0 
vaſt a Treaſure, in ſuch'a conjunQure of time, or 
atthe leaſt your Petitioner may have ſo much, by waie 
of poundage, as the Parlament hath taken away. from. 
your 'Peritioner ; -and was promiſed, your Peticiqner 
when hee undertook to make his dilcoverie. --- | * * 

Everie part of the premiſes, 1 hunobly ſubmit to 

our Honors, both for ſuch allowance for my ſelf and 
Clerks; and for moneys alxeady disburſed in your ſer- 
| you, 
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vice, and ſuch orders and direQions for the future as 
ſhall bee thought; by your Honors, fit and' conyenient 
to enable your Petitioner todo this ſervice, and I' will 
chearfully accept whatſoever your Honors pleal to order 
and- appoint ; and ſhall diligently and faichfully diſ- 
charge my truſt, by God's-aſsiftance, highly for the be» 
nefit-and advantage of this 'Common-wealth ;- 'apd 
give'a ſtop to many miſchievous pratices-which hath 
| been formerly pur on the State concerning their Prizes 
in their Court of Admiraltie, ee ie: 
_ - Iathe three Silver Ships, there is about four hundred 
thouſand pouuds , which bad all paſſed our of the 
State's hands, had-ic not. been for my. Proteſt in the 
Court of Admiraltie , and daily the ſaid Silyer hath 
been imberziled away : If I bee commanded by the 
State, 1 ſhall ſhevy them hovy they have been abuſed in 
many"'of their Prizes, and'in their Silver latcly a ſhip- 


board, which-I humbly defire may bee prevented for 
the future, for the good of the Common-wealth- 


Al which Thumbly ſubmit, &c. 
\ May n0* 1653; 
' Tno., Vioiegr:. 
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To the Right Honorable Col. Bennet, 
one of the Council of State, 
theſe humbly preſent, 


May it pleaf your Honor ! | 
A Ccording to my order I attended this daic in the 
\ Court of Admiraltic, to ſee what proceeding was 
about the Prize-Silver which is novv in the Tower ; tru- 
ly the carriage and paſſages of ſom eminent men in the 
Court was highly prejudicial to the* State's intereſt 
'* Cr EL»  . nn 
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about the Silver; - and 1 humbly conceiv, your Horiors 
of rhe Council of State ought to haveaparticular Ac-' 


coune. 


chants that claim ; and there hath been ſo many delaies 
in the proceedings in the Admiraltie, that they: beyond 
Seas haye had time to haie their buſineſs, that almoſt all 


the Silver ſhall bee claimed as belonging to themof: 


Flanders, which if diligent and ſpeedie cate bee'taken, 
* may yet bee prevented, agd.I ſhall make them lole their: 
| deſign. LY WT | 


Dofier Walker did this daie carrie himſelf-inthis ty: 


ſineſs with a great deal of zeal and experience forthe le; 
-. curitic of the: State, and made his Proteſt ini the behalf 
of the Common-wealth. . 06h : 
Sir! The nnlading| of the Silyer is nothing without 
making our the proof, that it is Zollanders's goods: and. 
Silver. + RET 2: ny 
If that ſom Ocder bee not taken to give a ſtop to (eve- 
ral perſons, and that ſaddenly , they will bee-all ſent 
away our of this Nation, as I am credibly: informed 
ſom haye been, and the State loſe their Witneſles, then 
the Silver will bee all-claimed under the Spuniard' title, 
as now chey put in their claims; and for want of a due 
ſolicitation, by knowing men that underſtand the ſe: 
cret combination and frauds in this kinde, the State will 
run an hazard to loſe this great Treaſure, onelyby the 
miſcarriages of ſom in the Admiraltie,  - {+ 
I have been acquainted with theſeſecrets this 30years; 
and there was nota Witneſs produced in the Court of 
Admiraltie, but ſuch as I delivered to Dofor Walker, it 
will fall ſo out, all our Engliſh Merchants will run a 
great hazard to haye their goods ftaied beyond Sea, * 
| 1,» R the 
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E beſeech you to acquaint the Council, ic-fall's out 
concerning this Silver, / Juſt as I formerly told the late: 
Council of State, that, for wantof a ftri carc of Exa-: 
mining ſeveral Witneſſes which I had ready to-produce; 
many: of them have been packed-away by:the- Mer-: 


"of 
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the Silver hce tzhcn away and coyned, without proving 


it t# belang tothe: Dutch; or thepeople ob the Nether- 
lands, which Lhad many Wicneſles to prove this Silver 


Prize; 'therefore great diligence ought: to have becn 
wal to yorkart.racker + aha gl 'Matiners a. 
board the (aid Prize-ſhips, befare they had been ſhifted 
away by the Merchanes that claim the Silver ; which 
| the State: may thank MF Bude the Proctor for the 
Common-vvcalth; for his neglect, if any inconvenience 
com on its | ph Nt Fs 
| Sir }- If I bee cammandedand i yer d,as 1 have 
formerly told you, I vill ſcea quick and' vigorous pro« 
ſecution ſhall bee had 1n the” Admiralkie for all the for- 
mer miſcarriages, that theſe frauds ſhall bee diſcovered, 
and the State entituled to this Treaſure in the Sampſon, 
Salvadar and George, and (eyera] other Prizes, Merchan- 
- $1K! If il had had a Warrant from the State in 4u- 
yuſt laſt, to have altifted in the buſineſs aboue the State's 
Prizes, the Staic ſhould have had above a Milken of Me- 
ney nave in their euftadic which is now in Holand, 
through the connivance of ſom inthe Admiraltie. 
_ I6 would have broke the FHallorder, and brought bim 
on his knees, if there had been a vigilant proſecution, 
This Silver had been all ler flipe away, had it not 
been for wy. Proteſt in cbeCourt of Admirakie, about 
the 20" Recenber laſt; by which means I my 
felf to a great deal of cavie, both of the Merchants 
rrp the Court of hace” mairaltic, as appear's in my 
4 ; 95» 76, / ”, 30, 79, 80, 81, 82, C83, 84. I 
defire to-have the ran cadoled, fi ed, to antorize 
mee to proceed in this ſervice, which elſf cannot do.till 
I have Warrant fromthe Council, and fol reft, 


Towr Honors voſt bumble Servant, 


21 Jutc165 3. 
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To the © Right Honirdbly Gl. Jones; : 16 


(al. Bennet, Members of ! 
State, theſe hun preſent, s'v 


; (mig a 


May i ie pleal your. Honors! ! 


N Satwdae laſt you told mee, ae] ſhould 
do'a verie: good. ſervice to the Nation, if 1 
did diſcover anie of the frauds . and: praftices that 
had beca pur on the State, .conctrniag//anie . other 
Prize-Ships, beſides the Sampſen, Salvadar and Geogs, 
and that if 1 could, may Warrane ſhould: bee 
in relation to that lervice, for that:you had read in 
my Book, [ſpoke of manie other Prizc«Ships, where- 
in the State had been deceived, thar if I did preſent 
| you with anie ſuch diſcoverie,, or propound a vaie 
for the. finding it out, ir vrould bee yery good ſer- 
yice to the Common- wealth, and you world preſent 
it tothe Council of State for a (predic and £c<&Rual 
proſecution, 

Maie it pleaſ your Honors, 1 know: by id, and 
coſtly experience diſcoveries of this kinde, when once 
poillrn; and not ERS colecuted,, bring'st0 
to the diſcoverer a great wn eovie ,. which hath 
befallen mee in Raving ying res Silver by my Proteſt in 
che Admiraltie, hah incenſed manic Merchants, and 
ſorn in che Admirakie againſt mee, and when ajoint 
purſ ſhall concurr together with ſori perſqts in poveer 
and cruſt, to bribe out a buſineſs againſt a particular 
Proſecutor (as in. manic buſineſſes It in this Mr Parla- 
ment, 1 know it hath been, and in this particular of 
che Silver, no doubt bit will bes and ach been _ 
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I deſire notice maie bee taken, that 1 cannot pro- 
-{ecute it effeually, but.at my great expence ,: and it 
hath already colt. ince manje, hundreds 'of pounds 
6c" of my putf, for whar'T' have don in this buſineſs 
about ſtaying the -Silver Prizes;;'\by. direRtion 'of the 
late Council of State., and I had ſeveral of the late 
Council of State's promils, in the, behalf of the State, 
thar my eftate which -hath been taken from mee, 
ſhould all bee reſtored, and 1: receiv-a good reward 
fori my' charges: and» endeavors, if: that 4 could entitle 
the State' tothe Silver the Spamiſh Embaſlador claimed, 
and'my reward ſhonld bee.: proportioned according 
' to the quantitie'of the Silver--I -entaled- the State 
unto ;\the-like promiſs- I had'from ſeveral Members. 
of the late-Patlamene: '1 'doleav' all the.premiles to 
your" Honors;'and [- humbly :defire you to preſent the 
ſaive'to' the 'Council of State, -that my Petition is,” 
that- I' maie' have ſom  affurance from. this preſent 
Council; that when I have don: this ſervice toenticle 
the State to the Silver, rhat my eftare maie bee all re- 
Rored; and 1 receiv ſuch a reward, as may, encourage 
all others for- the fucure to ſery the State, and: in the 
mean time maic bee empowredto receiv ſuch ſumm's 
of ' monie;; . ont of my own eftate, which is under 
ſequeſtration ;'as-maie enable mee' to proceed in this 
ſervice; '' And when! this is don, I ſhall humbly de- 
fire an Order to the Commilſsioners for Dxtch-Prize- 
goods, to have a perfect Inventarie 'of what Ships 
were thenunder their charge, the 16: of Decemb. 165 2. 
and at 'that crime intheir cuſtodie; and in which ſhips 
they had Officers aboard for the uſe of the State, as 
neer as I can' calculate was about fiftie, worth about 
a Million of monie, and: manieof them broughtin- 
to Harbor, at vaſt expence and blood, andtherefore 
I -bumbly conceiv, not- to bee diſcharged , but upon 
conſideration 'and examination ;, and'this you ſhall 
figde agreeable to former Preſidents and Records, and 
| I 
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I humbly :defire, Mr Ryley the Keepet of thoſe' Rez 
cords , *maie bee required 'to attend. you -in this:par- 
ticular, hee -can acquaint you what | have cauſedthim 
to do in this. bulinels, 

' It is now-apparant to the World, what Spiris Bales 5 h fm 
: perfone.i in the Admiraltie, t0 the: great 
State ; it had been well for the State I could” Fins 
bcen believed before: now. 1n theſe particulars they 
had ſaved manie hundred thouſand — FE 
: May it-pleaſ your Honors, if I could. have ad 
my witneſles examined; and a liſt of all the 
in the Ships, Salvador, George and Sampſwiand ere 
they did'remain, as I defired ever fince 2Januarie "aft 3 
you-thad. condemned all the. Silver. inthe laid Ships | 
before this" time; - But Spanifh GoLlD ad S1tLVER 
work's Wonders ; the truth js:;:«his buſineſs hath been 
as {lily carried to the prejudice of the:State, as ever 
anic buſineſs. hath been, andchat- with! ſa-mych bald- 
neſs , as all knowing men that-ere in the Adrai- 
raltie and heard it, muſt needs confeſs, that-never was 
the like don in anie Court inthe 'memorie.” of. anie 
man, in ſo weightie a/buſineſs, whea the Common- 
wealch's title was in queſtion: - and in convenient time, 
7 hope the State will have a ftri& account: of-it, ler 
mee bur bee impowred by reftoring mee to: my-es 
Rate , I will finde out the bottom. © And-if this bee 
not don, you will finde no man for the: future will 
venter for the State as I have don; and:it' yvill bee: a 
warning to others, not to beliey Court- Holy«waters: 

If you will have 'mee do you: ſervice; 1- deſire - ih 
perſuance thereof , to know what Ships the Datch 
Prize .Commiſsioners have diſcharged fſincethe 16. of 
December., 1652. and the daies/ when they were put 
nnder their:charge, .and ro whom. delivered , and 
where the Merchants. dwell. + 1-do: humbly deſire; 
thar the Regiſter: and Commiulſsioners for Dutch Prizes 
Goods, bee Ordered to:give meea particular of _ 
| b Silver 
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Silyer; 'Wooll, and Marchandiſe | is . daimed /:in the 
mp/m, Salvador and George , Or anie other Prize-Ships 
ie this-Nation, by any perſon, and what goods 
they have reſtored out of theſe Ships, and to whom 
wy yhat- Order , and' the daies when; +chis I 
deſite:from the Dutch Prize- .Commilzioners, 
nin; their Accounts and proceedings are kept per- 
fet; and:'manie goods have been-gor from them a- 
pint theit: ood Wills, and by the Merchants Pro. 
Eft and Clamors ; and from the Commiſsioners I 
ſhall have the euth of theſe particulars. | 
My humble ſuit 15; that Captain Biſhop, "may bee 
Jeſter to' acquaint the Council: of State with what 
teners and advices. the: late Council received from 
their/ ſeveral .Incelligenects in Fofland, of the proceed- 
ings and: carriages of fom. people in the Court of Ad- 
miraltie,: concerning the: abuſes and practices in their 
deceiving 'the-'State-of.. cheir Duech. Prizes, and what 
Ships have, immediacel lyafier they. bave been diſchar- 
_ in England, went directly __ Elland + I humbly 
Gf. ths Ca ""Bifh ;/hop-wrould produce the Letters 
diſcoveries to: the Council of State. 
| Thos an honorable Member of the late Council 
of State lately told mite ,-that '7 had: given the late 
Council vf State, fo much light in the buſinels of the 
Durch-Ptizes, that if. they had not been diffolved, they 
vrould have amade :fom-in the Cour: of Admiratic 
examples; but nov hee weas 'but a private man, and 
hee hoped { would apply my ſelf to themthatgovern 
the Stath ;7 in doing thereof I ſhould do great ſervice 
- to'the Nation, for it was very fit to haye thee chings 
look'd i into; ' | 
"Thus according to your Hohows command, 1have 
in chis panticular made you an: humble <ender ofemy 
_ faithfulneſs; and will, ro ſerv my Countric in thele 
particulars, if 1 bee commanded, and have a falland 
| mr Warrant co umpovver mee for my tongs | 
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of, and 1 moſt humbly defire an affurznce from you; 
Honors, for my juſt and due-rewards, wwhen 1 have 
don your bulinels in the Admiraltic, concerning: the 
Silver and ocher Prizes. I humbly leav my: (elF to 
the Council: of State, what they ſhall bee- to 
do in this buſineſs ;- in- the mean-time 1 deſive pare 
of my eſtate-to bee reſtared, and I ſhall Rickfully and 
vigilantly ſery chem in making: theſe diſcoveries and 
ſhall nor-weigh the cavic of particuſar mon; for'de- 
ing 'my "Countrie this ſervios , ſo it bee" noceprable 26 


Ls ODIN 
%F k : ® * b*£{_+..,- 
" You Honors moſt humble Servint, 


Taro. Viousr, 


 Posrsc K1?PT. 


Here hath been great ſtore of Tobaccos and 
| Wools alrcady delivered out of the; :Salvader , 
Sampſon and George, and other Prizes; and at this in- 
ſtant of time, you arcabout to deliver neer goo baggs 
of Spaniſh Woolls, which amounc's to a verie' great 
value ; 1 defired particular witneſſes might bee-cx- 
amined about theſe Woolls and Tobaccos in Fanuarie 
laſt, both paſſengers' ini the Ships and others Mer- 
chants, but. could not .,,and manie of them. by the 
Merchants are ſent avvaie beyond' Seas; to_ayoid the 
examination ;; 1 cold:Door Walker of it yelterdaic , 
beeing the 12. of June ; who ſaid hee believed manie 
things had been don about theſe Prizes, whickonght 
not to have been dou- by fomiinthe Adtriicaltif\; Þyc 
hee vrould:imputenso ignoraace, and act jnalition 
 'don'; 1maly. 7 belies 3x was felf-lecking and cove- 
tonlnels:hiad a great! hand in [chris buſioels; cmd 
Ts genera 
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general - nalignaticie .of - moſt; of the Diicers'in: the 
Admirakie;' as any :man maie ſee, if _ read oy 
letter ; ©: Mc Bad, the State's Proctor: " 

-: I humbly delice; to; have the aanks and anmbis 
of thoſe Waoll and. Tobaccos before __ bee delive- 
xed, and'wwhar ſorts-they are off, . + «1 + 
*,-. May #ipleal your! honor; as no manican build ; P 
houſ without tools; ſo; I: cannat make thele diſcoveries 
without :an; ample::Warrant,;-to impower-mee , arid | 
to. bee- reinveſted into _ my; eſtate; as 7-humbly defire. 
and then, upon the peril of my life , I will-give the 
Common-wealth an cxa and a good account, beth 
of cheir Silyer; and alſo- merchandiſe in theſe Prizes; 
and if the State do this, 1 will by God's aſviftance , 

| diſcover the (aid abuſes; and if they pleaſ but to pu- 
'  niſh che Offendors, when they know who hath a- 
buled them ; that will do the buſineſs, to prevent 
it for the future : bur if they bee ſuffered to go on, 
the State will bee- perpetually cozened by theſe fall 
and _—_ __ 


Joe 13. 6530 io YN Hg 
"Fmxo, ViorLezr, 


My 24, 1653; 


| For th? Ri; ht ffoncralile Cal. Phitio Fonds, 
and Co 'Bennes -theſe hambly 1 T 


—_—_— it : plc your Homes) L. - 
A A'® Lievtenant ofthe Tower did ſend for mee, to 
LY A tell mee that I ſhould com unto you'abour forn 
buſineſs you-had to ſpeak with mee; about. the Bullion | 
_ Mines and when i ſpake with yonroncny Fon 
elire 


\ 


 - - 1... 
defixed mee to draw bp in brief for the. beſt manage? 
ment of the Coyning 'of 'the Bullion in the Tower, 
your Honor telling mee; the Council of Seate had the 
ken ſpecial notice of-my great-feqvice-abour the Prize- 
You told mee you had ſpoken with 'the Maſter- 
worker and Comtroller 'of the Mine, and form other 
Officers; 'you found them very'ravy and7ignorant- in 
this buſineſs, all, faving one M*” James File; and Ms 
Burch, whom youqund to bee;able Clerks; Seeing 
your Honors, and M"'Lievtenant ofthe Tower have re- 
queſted mee'to give you in writing, what in-my expe: 
rience 15 to bee don, in carrying 'on this great work -of 
taking all the marks of the ” and keeping a par- 
ricular account of the ſeyeral parcels of Silver, Weights 
and Marks. 30 RR {67 
- 1, Your Honors mult take a ſpecial care that every 
parcel of Silver bee diftin&ly. weighed, and that no 
man, but-ſuch as you imploie, Tee the marks of the 
Bars, or Cafes,” and: that no-Silyer bee weighed bur 
before one of your Honors, beeing of the Committee of 
the Coungg of State,” and upon every remove out of the 
Office the papers of the marks to bee ſealed up. "nt 

2, When'you bring your Parcels, you miiſt mark 
every parcel in Bars, Bags, caſes, and Cask, viz, n* 1; 
' n*2, n*;, and ſo forwatd co the laſt numberif there 
bee ten thouſand Parcels, | - 

3. When this is don, you muſt- make your aflaies 
_ diſtin&lly of all Bars, and if there bee any linle one; 
they muſt bee melted into one Bar, — ro 
make an aſſay; if you finde Plate and veſſels of {alyer, 
all that is ici one parcel muſt bee-melted down, and the 
finenefs, and'weight, and mark of the Bags,'Caſes, Bar- 
rels kept diſtinly ; when you melt, you muſt weigh 
your filver exaRtly to the por, and keep an account of 
the waſt back, and thatall the aſhes bee ſaved, and at 
theeand of all bee waſhed, for elf there may bee-vo- - 
PT Tn rn og luncarie 
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| lope lies {pilliogs./put of she Pots, and fo you: miy bet 
deceiv'd. Conn have a care, whom yownuſt in-the 
Melting-houſwhile your filver-4a gnel wn; fyaF ory yau- 
may hayealay-o ;put in; and that 
weigh your full weight;but if you imploy M' Jane: Ble 
inthe bofineſs; or M5 Bath, they-aremanithat are ve- 
ry honeſt acktable; canandwilldoitjuflly..: - | 
57th yay! Anfrromde davrn the RES uf; 
rages pre narge wake hart wr - 
Fec 01:1 eyery:-poun Troy. 
whereas SJeb: Wolleſine: bath for this 30 years had: - 
grains 1pan; evetie pound: weighe Troy; vehich Offico 
hoc is norv-u1ncapable:of to execute, by reaſon of a lata 
Order fron the Coynal: of Srate, for his-late/ cagage- 
ment in'thelace black and ſcipentine Perdion wich ſom 
of the Citie, 

L rnado aPro to.the Contunitieciof” the Mine, 
about a year and hal paſt; !tb execute the place. of 
Maſter-Sorker of the Mine for a bundred pounds the. 
year, and-to melt-tbe filver at: 12. grains 'the pound 

ht, | wehoreas the Maſter-Worker allaw's S* Zahn 


= 46 grains the yOu weight for weking the 
IVCrL., QI <2; 

Fhis: Propedition vis Ordeced zo bee reported to-the 
whit Council of 'State bythe Committee of the Mint 
and T humbly offer te doit for you now a the price of 
12 'grains the pound weight, and a 100.” 2-year ; 
which offer © ſave the State about filtcen hundred 
pounds. che-year, of what the -Maſter-Worker and 
his man the melee hath allowed them when the Migs 
#220078 Peprant formerly ly i: : vat 

| 6. 'Yourednveriient's and Gel way yo your mo- 
nies after it 16 coined, is to bag it up-41. the Mint; 
and this/ may bee don for-aboie. two ſhillings che 
10: dl; it remain»in ſom ſecure place in the Mine, 
or the Tower, and none com into ir, but by Order of 
the Council of State ,/ by this waieyou will fave ” 

. ra 
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ral Peps that will ru:our-co: ſoveval. people, ifby this 
way chey-bes not prevanred;> {nts iy 

You wult keep ſom puipolelyzoter fer heanad lin 
the monie ;cthat they iveþ mg gw accouncupon Oath, 
whac the: Shere make's put irdowy' oft! 10 = 
Sexe; by' this waie you may dave ſom [thouſands 
pounds ins Vees ;- and the State oughtito haves juſt cl 
colntofthe. profits of th6-$here Uvvhichatnat' nſgal: 
ly to'©and lomtimes 40 che100% by wales 21 

\ You alſo keep |your:monic in' your 'ovvrt ccuſtodis; 
under your own lock and keie, to bee diſpoſed of as 
the State ſhall ſee good/at' an hoat's: warking, 

For ſom other-dircftions- concerning; che Uneaba- 
bleneſs of. ſeveral of your Officers in'the he Mine, as the 
Maſfter-Worker, the 7 Canperalies the 'Oltrk of = 
Irons, and: ſom others; your Honors ſee 'pehar bp 
rant.men' they are; they 'may bee aſhamed ta 
State's bread, and//are not. capable of 'mn bulinels: 
your Honors told mce you: vere ſervice ts State 
{o ſerved in the beliany thelikedid the Lieveenare 6 
the Tower. --  - 11GY = 

May it vleaſ your: Honor), - if by 6g 4 Piovi- 
dence I had not ſlated this ſilver; there would none 
have been coined till the State-had gorteri more $kH- - 
ful Officers in the Mint ; and yetthele min, Tutiddr, 
ſtand, intend toſtopthe arreers of wages they pretend 
is due to the M cr-worker, the Comptroller, and 
the Clerk of the Irons, out of the monies and pro- 
fits ariſing by the coining of this filver which [ 
cauſed to bee ſlaied, 'and is now 1n the Tower; 
which will bee to the Maſter-Worker about a thou. 
ſand pounds, and to &ther Officets. rwicaias which , 
in all, it-com's to: three thouland! pounds, ' or there- 
abouts ; When theſe ten have-:ſpoiled: your © inint, 
they are very confident men ro make ay ſich! &. 
tnands; 1 hambly: hope-rhe Committee of the Reve- 
nue will look to--prevent' any ſuch. buſitieſs on their 
"accounts for the future, now they know it. Tomy 
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- Truly1 have juſtified it before the Committee /of 
the Mint formerly, and afore all the Officers of the 
Mint, about: year and ahalf:paſt ,- Thar the State 
bad better: have given fortie thouland poimas for theſe 
laſt five. years, then; have ſuch Officers as ſom of-the 
afareſaid perſons [inthe mint g and this I have juſtified 
before; chele Officer's faces, - at a Committee of the 
lace Parlament; | onely M Eire and M: Burch ,under- 
ſtand the buſineſs, and are men fit for their emploj- 


ment, in-che -Mint, or better places then they 


If I had the place, of Mafter-Worker of the. Mine, 


as the late, King appointed mee, I would know from 
any part of Ghrittendom , What great quantities of 


flyer 1s Rirring to bee tranſported. 
.. May it pleal your Honors ! 1f I had not known 
by long experience this Art, your Honors at this 
.daje had not had this Treaſure in the Tower: 
-..I moſt bumbly: offer my fcrvice to your Honors, 
-and, deſire ſuch an' emploimene in the Mint, and 
.- faich allowance as your Honors, and the Council 
_ of State ſhall think facting for the ſervice of the State, 
and I ſball accept. of ic as part of my ſatisfaction 
vehich I humbly petition the State for ; thus with the 
Tender of my humble ſerviee, 'E remain 


Tor Honors moſt humble Servant, 
THo. V 10LET. 


| Myy 24, 1653, a Brevit of the Papgrs I deliycrd to 
the Right Honorable Col. Bennet and Col. Joanes, who 
ſeveral times fince have told mee, that in 'every par- 
| ticular I cold them, for the carryidg on this buſineſs 
in the Mint for. the coining of the filyer, 1 had gi- 
yen them the cleareſt information of any ; they found 
OS | at 


:--" Tg 
it right and true, and the beſt waie for the ſervice of 
the Common- wealth about their Mint-buſineſs, and 
were pleaſed to engage their Honors, that they would, 
by the firſt opportunitie, preſent my great ſervices to 


| the Council of State and Parlament, and chat they 


had made my Lord General acquainted with it, and 
that they at ſeveral times had made the Council of 
State acquainted with my great ſervices I had don, 
and that they would preſent my Petition, and ſpeak 
effcctually ro it at the fuſt opportunitie, to have my 
Eftate reſtored, —_ Ro 
That ſhortly there would bee a Committee for 
the Tower, and then what 1 had propounded con- 
cerning my becing Maſter-worker and Melter, ſhould 
bee preſented to the Council of State, and ſom order 
taken to get the Mint ſupplied with abler Officers ; 
M- Lievtenane of the Tovyet ſaid the ſame to mee. 
Som others of the Council T made acquainted, that great 
care ought to bee taken concerning the Prizg-ſhip, Morn- 
ing Star ; and that 1 had ſeveral times been with Doftor 
Clerk, Advocate for the Common-wealth, about that ſhip, 
to bave a great care of the State's Intereſt, concerning the 
Silver and ladmg, 1 made him acquainted what charge and 
pains, I bad been at in ſearching the Records in the Tower 
for Prefidents : I told him M* Riley the keeper of the Records 
would ſatisfie bim. "EL IE 
. T found D* Clerk coery ready to receiv any. Informati-; 
and 1 did ſee a very beartie and cordial exprogy from bim 
ſeveral times for the State's ſervice. ' Flee hath formerly been 
a Fudg in the Court of Admiraltie ; If your Floors could 
get him to Execute that place again, his experience and gra- © 
vitie, and bis care of Fuſtice, 1 verily believ will prevent 
ſom former abuſes which hath been daily prafliſed in that 
Court, to the great prejudice of the State and Nation. 


THro, VioLET, 


Aa Friday 
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Friday, Fune 10. 1653. 


At the Council of State at White- 
Hall. ih + ad 


Ordered, 


FHit Thoms Violet bee appointed ( together with 
' & ſon other perſon bereafter to bee named) #0 bee 4ſ- 
| fiſtent in the making of Diſcoveris, in relation to the Ships 
Sampſon, Salyador add George , ard their lading, wbe- 
ther Silver or any other Merchandize , and likewiſe of any 
abuſes which have heen. in the managing of that buſineſs 
fmce the firſt bringing up of tbe ſaid Ships, and hee is from 
thne to time, to acquaint the (ouncil or fuch as they ſhall 
ww With what Diſcoveries bee ſhall make in od; . 
A Py oF 


Bx; Jo. Thurloe, Ser; 


- 4 =_ a. 
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20, Fuly 1653: 


| For the Right Honorable Col. Fones, 
Theſe humbly preſent, 


Hombly deſire the State to take notice, that their 
.& buſineſs, at preſent, is managed concerning their 
Pyze- gags, in ſuch a waic, as leav's a great datityde 
to your Commlzioners , that are Merchants ta defraud 
the State: So that their fees in the Sale of your goods 
and Merchandizes at 24 the pound, is as trifal, and 
of no conſideration , in compariſon of the Pers | 
, | ' An 


__ TT by 
and profics they maic make other Waies, ( and it is 
ſuch a Ba1T= profit) that few men will refuleic, to 
let it com to them anic waie 3 I will not poſitively 
affirm, that ic is daily praRtiſed , till the buſineſs is 
throughly inſpeted by a Committee of *Parla- 
Meat, | | | 

It is this, I am-a Commilſgioner for ſale of all the 
State's Prize-Goods and Ships, and by my Intereſt, 1 
haye gotten my Brother to have the charge of all 
Ware-houles, and Sellars where theſe goods laie. [ 
have all Porters, Packers, Brookers 'and all other (c- 
veral inſtruments chat are for the buying the. State's 
Goods and Merchandize, com unto my Brother ta taſte 
Wines, and Tobaccos, and to view Corn , Sugars , 
Oyles, Woolls, Fruit, Spice, Silks, Beads , Linnings, 
and all other commodities , when I have don, [ 
will cauſ ſora people, viz, Coopers, Brookers, Por- 
ters or other skilful perſons in Merchandize , to ſort 
the State's Wines, ejther French, or Spaniſh; Tobaccos, 
Silks, Linnens, Woolls, Qyles, Fruir, Spice and all o- -- 
ther commodities, when this is don, | will make a 
ſale of part of theſe commodities, and reſery a quan 
titie of the ſorted and pick'd Merchandize, for my 
ſelf, or friend, who is a monied man , and can at a 
pinch laie down tvwentie thouſand pounds for a bar- 
gain ; paradventure old M* Ravland Wilffſos or ſom 
| Other in the Citie. 

I beſeech your Honors to ſuppoſe the Commil- 
fioners, that are no merchants make's aſale forten 
thouſand pounds by the candle of. che States Goods, 
and Merchandize , and of ſom of thels Mecrchan- 
dize, 2 Commailsioner, that is a Merchant, make a te- 
ſerv, viz, to the yalue of three chouſand pounds of 
_ ſorted and Pick'd goods, and after put's theſe: goods 
| downi without a fale by the candle on account to 
the State, for the wines, robaccos, filks, woolls; oiles, 
ſugars, fruit, ſpice and all other commodities ; = 
the 
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the ſame rate his fellow Commilzioners ſold the great 
parcel 'of ſeyen' thouſand pounds, PR— this {mall 
remainder is not 'worth'calling for a new ſale, or 1 
beeing a'Commilsioner, will either buy theſe goods 
' in my own name, or yet friends to buy them in 
their name. Theſe goods thus ſorted, gurbled and 
pick'd from the' groſs bulk, maje bee better in the 
true yalue then 'the groſs quantitie of Merchandize, 
. ſold by thecandle unpick'd, ſom times twentie, thirtie, 
naic fortie' in the hundred, and ſomtimes where 
Goods are petriſhable ' half in balf, and above,” 1 
humbly leay it co your conſideration, whether the 
libertie of ſorting, packing and garbeling your com- 
modities, is not a better trade then the bare and ſingle 
24 in the pound, upon the Reaſons aforeſaid. 

To have ſom 'information of this buſineſs, and 
ſhevv the Parlament the waie to finde out the bottom 
thereof , and to prevent it for the future ; 7 defire 
your Honors to make an Order of the Houf' of Par- 
lament to MF John Daie Broker', that weekly ſells the 
Printed Bills of the: currant Rate and Price in the 
- -market for all Merchandize, which Bills paſs as the 
currant Market, both at London, and beyond the Seas, 
what Rates all Merchandize bare in Landon ; and this 
is the general Rule for all Merchants to buy, and ſell 
by, as all Merchants know ; to require M" Daie to 
give you all the weekly Bills hee hath Printed for - 
theſe twyely months , of the Prizes of all Merchan- 
dizes , unto the Parlament, how Merchandizes is ſold 
every week in London, May it plea” your Honors , 
manie - hundreds of Merchants paic M* John Daie 
quarterly for theſe Bills , as beeing the onely guide to 
buy and fell their commodities by. 

I humbly defire a Committee of Parlament to view 
everie weck your ſales, and the Printed Bills, to ſcg 
what you have ſold the Common-wealth's merchan- 
dize at, under M* Jobn Dates Printed Bills, PR 

ade 
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find-it a verie conſiderable buſineſs to underftand, and 
profitably to prevent for tHe future the garbeling ot 
ſorting your- commodities for the private-profit ' of 
your Commilsioners that are merchants , and thatthe 
Parlament ſee carefully for the' furure , that none of 
your Commailsioners that ſell your Prize merchandize, 
ſhall trade as merchants during the time: of their Com- 
milsioa and employment for the ſale of the State's 
goods, for if you do, you maie bee deceived of thou- 
ſands of pounds yearly, It was ſo formerly: in the 
Cuſtom-houſl, no Officer was admitted to trade , £7 
long as hee was employ d, cither as a Farmer, or a 
waiter, and it was don in all ages upon weightie 
conſideration. 

This verie intimation, I humbly faie , will ſave 
| you manie- thouſand pounds a year , naie © ſomtimes 
ſom thouſand pounds in a week; if you 'pleaſ tocx- 
amin it, Ibeliey you have ſold your Prize goods 
this year under the merchants market, neer one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. hs 
 Maie it pleal your Honors, I had in Offices taken 
from mee above five hundred pounds a year, which I. 
bought of the Jate King and the Ladie' Pillers, If 
you imploie mee for the Common-wealth; in either 
the Mint, Cuſtoms, or Exciſe, or your Prize-Office, 
or in the Court of Admiraltie, I will in ſom of theſe 
places ſave the State a hundred times more then they 
will give mee for a penſion ,. if you give-mee a fee 
of 500" a-year, I will fave you fiftie thouſand pounds 
a year , - Which you are daily cheated of ; and this 
ſhall not bee denied by anie knowing merchant, or _ 
others that knovy's trade that ſhall diſpute it wich mee; 
if they -underftand's the-courſ of trade, -2rid are not 
biaſs'd with a prejudice againft me; for diſcovering 
theſe truth's -to the State, which in all likelihood ; 
the State would neyer have known without my '1n- 
" formations! = 0H I I | 
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If 1 could bee ſo happie to finde out an old Bur- 
lie, a Walfingham , a Cecil, or a Secretarie Cook , they 
would okenely apprehend this buſineſs , as Queen 
Elizabeth did old Carmarden's bulineſs, as the greateſt 
ſervice that could bee offered to the State : - there. are 
at preſent as wiſe State's-men as they , but it is my un- 
happineſs, I have not acquaintance or friends to bring 
mee, to wake my free addrefles to them upon all oc- 
_ calions, for the Common-wealth's bulinels, as is re- 
quiſice for the Common-wealth's ſervice, in this con- 
junQure of time ; and as I have don formerly for 
manic years with the late King and his Council, 

If I had had for theſe [aft fix years, the ſame free 
addreſs to the late Parlament, as I had to S Jobn 
Cook, late Secretarie of State, and manie other of the 
late King's Privie-Coupſcllors , I would have iaved 
this State manie hundred thouſand pounds they have 
been cozened of , in; the point of their Prizes, Cue 
floms, Exciſe and Mint,  __ _ 

Maie it plea your Honors ; my flaying the Silver, 
was a-miracle that 1 had courage to do it , conli- 
dering the manic hazzardsI run in laying the Silver 
and the multitude of people that had an intereſt in it, 
and had a delign to have deceived the State of this 
Treaſure and manic other Prizes, and if you examin M* 
Steneer's Letter carefully, you will finde no mean 
perſons had their hands and heads in this buſineſs, 
If the Parlament read Cap. Biſhops Letters from 
 Ehlland, and M* Steneer's Letters flopp'd by the late 
Council of State, they will finde ſtrange proccedings 
in the buſineſs of che Prize-Silver howſotver, for the 
preſent it is flifled and not examined ; in convenient 
time I may plaie the Chirurgion , - and probe it for 
| the ſervice of the Common-wealth. | 


20. July 1653. 7 Tro. V1iOLET. 
S*! I deſire you 


” 
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'T may bee objefied by ſon that are willing #0. Cavil at 

any thing 1 do, that T bave not douwell, to put all the 
| Tranſaftions of this buſineſs into Print , many things in this 
aftion beeing not convenient to com to. publick view. To 
give an anſwer to this objeion , for 1 'conceiv 1 ſhall meet 
it in my Diſh by fom that carp at mee; fo” RES 


My Anſwer s, 


Te T His Narrative is at the preſent, Printed onely 
for the. information of the Members of Par- 

lament and Council of State, and the Council of 
Officers of his Excellencie the Lord General ( this 
preſent Parlament and Council of State, becing the 
onely Judges to give mee relief in my jult demands ) 
the former Parlament and Council of State for whom 
I did this ſervice beeing novy_diſffolyed as a Parlament 
and Council, | el | 
_ 2 1 moſt humbly conceiv that this preſent Parla- 
ment having now in their poſleſsion, all the Silyer I 
ſlaied in the Court of Admiraltie, and ſeveral other 
Prize-Ships will bee honorably pleaſed to ſee mee 
have my gue Reward, which was promiſed mee by 
the late Council of State, and that is my eſtate a- 
gain reſtored unto mee , or ſo much as can bee by 
the power of che Parlament, and to make. up the 
reſt of my. eſtate that cannot bee reſtored. either in 
money. or Offices , - the ſom of eleven thouſand 
pounds., according to my particular in this Book fel, 
63. and this was the agreement and promuls I had 
from: the Commictee of Fortein affairs, and others of 
the Council of State, beſides manic of the Members 
of Parlament told mee, 1 deſeryed a Gra even 
| or 
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for this buſineſs, more then_to bee reſtored to my 
eſtate, for. that they were of opinion, if once my 
cauſ” of Sequeſtration ſhould bee heard in the Houf, 
1 would bee cleered of my Sequeſtration. Truly I 
bumbly fie, were I in. any- Common-Wealth .in 
Chriſtendorw, and had don them the like ſervice as I 
have don” here, and had nothing to. pretend too, but 
this ſervice; T have heard ſom Travellers ſaie, I ſhould 

for my \diſcoverie of ſo great a buſineſs, have manie 
_ thouſand pounds beyond what TPetitionfor as my due. 
I ſkould bee injurious to the Juſtice of the Parlament, 
if I ſhould make anie declaration asa queſtion of re- 
ceiving my due. | _— 

3. I bumbly conceiv , that the former Council 
were as Faftorsand Agents for this Common. wealth, 
and intruſted by the farmer Supreme Power, and what 
I did with them, I do*the ſame thing ( with humili- 
tic 7 faie ic) to this preſent Supreme - Power, and 
to the preſent Council'of State, - 1 did them this ſer- 
vice for the Common-wealth and not' for any parti-. 
cular perſon, or for anie particular man's profit in the 
Council of State, and therefore though. the. particular 
perſqns bee” changed' in'the Government , the Com- 
- mon-wealth is not changed; the Common: vvealth 
hath the Silver, the Common-wealth in honor is in- 
gaged to do mee right' ; theſe preſent Governors, are 
as Stewards for the Common-wealth, and if my re- 
ward ſhould not bee punctually performed: by. the 
preſent Power, it would for ever hereafter bee of 
dangerous conſequence to the State, and would dil- 
courage any. to ſery the State, 1 haye don the State 
In this particular, the greateſt ſervice that ever was 
don in Eyland by anie man of my condition, to ſave 
them neer four hundred thouſand ponnds in Silver 
of our enemies, in this conjunQture of time. Iewill 
ſave Taxes and repleniſh the Nation with monie, and it 
is eafic to apprehend what advantages the State hath ” 
Kt ? 4.1 


(101) on 
| 4+ If I had not given everis Member of -Parla? 
ment in Print, a Narrative of my whole Tranſactions 
in this buſineſs of the Silver, and Prizcs\ in che Courc 
of Admiraltie, how could I put in my Petition into 
the Parlament, to have a Revrard for: my ſervices, and 
neyer to-ſhewy all the ground-work, or original oc- 
 caſions, or TranſaQtions, upon which in juſtice and 
equitic my Petition. ought to bee / granted by this 
preſent Parlament, they having che benefic the former 
Parlament had, having by my means ſowed the feed} 
and this Parlament reaping the harveſt ; I hambly 
'bope they will allovy mee a little gleanings, ir is ſaid, 
Theu ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the Ox ; that treadeth * 
out the Corn ., the State never had had this Silyer.-in * 
the Barn, had I not crod andtrod againforic. . - 

5. I have found manie of the late Parlament men, 
and ſom of the late Council of State with ſeveral on 
thers, their followers and friends having relation to 
them , getting my Papers into their hands, have 
acted their parts in ſeveral Scenes | of the State at ſe» 
yeral Committees, ſeveral Treaties in Forrcin Aﬀairs, 
in ſeveral Offices, as in the Mint, and-:at the Council of - 
Trade, and at and in ſeveral emploiments in this Na- 
tion : Which papers of mine I have preſented them 
with, by means thereof ſom have aſſumed more to 
themſelvs then wasever in them upon a ſtrict examina- 

_ tion; for 7 have fate up manie nights and daies at 
yaſt expence and ftudie to bring the State's buſineſs 
about.; and ſom others by my papers have gotten 
| mar jo er (whereas if _chey had been truly 
examined of the worth of themldys, would for 
of them been found Emptie-headed and. long-billid Wood- = 
cocks) theſe mea having; ſerved mee as the hogs doth = 
the maa that ſhake's them down che Alcorns , they 
car chem up as faſt as they fall , but never look to 
give thanks.to the man chat ſhook them down ; bee. 
ivg ſo farkcom acknowledging my: civil reſpedts un+ 
: | 0 Cc eo 
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to them, that for my curteſies in this kind, to ſom 7 
have met withal' after I have been inſtrumental ro 
bring them to good” Offices. and Preferment \, they 
have don mee- ill offices and diſreſpe& ; 7 ſhall for- 
bear naming of them, hoping for the-future they will 
" have more of Chriſtianitie than to render mee evil for 
good ; many of my friends that have been privie to'their 
ingratitude, havetold mee both of their confidence and 
impudence. in Relation to mee as aforeſaid ; and this 
is -one reaſon wherefore I Print theſe Papers , that 
theſe Rooks for the future may bee Ad, | | 

6. For my preſenting this Narrative unto the Supreme 
Power, I am autorized to do it by Order of this pre- 
ſent Conncil of State 10" of Juxe 1653. to preſear all 
abuſes that are or have been in the managing of the 
Silyer-Prizes ,- and by Order of Parlamenc the 12, of 
Jaly 1653. an Order to examin how the Treaſure 
coming into the State , may bee managed with the 
leaſt charge: and expenſ, and: hovy all -perſoos: thar 
have receiv'd the monie for the Common-wealth, may 
bee called to account ; another -Order of Parlament 
of the 20, of July 1653, where 2 Commirtce is ape 
pointed: co recery ſuch Petitions to the Parlament, as 
are proper to the legiſlative power, or not elf, 
wete to bee relievable with power to ſend for Pa- 
pers ; Records and Witneſſes, by an Order of the 
aforeſaid Date, I am inpowr'd to preſent cheſe pro« 
poſitions, for the adyantage of the Common-wealth, 
that ſo for the future, ſom good Rules and Laws 
may bee made for the Court of Admiraltie; and this 
Narrative is one of the principalleſt for the ſaftic and 
profit of chis Nation, that hath or ſhall, 7 humbly con- 
ceiv, bee preſented to the Parlament, 8 tb 
' 1. As in relation of the Silver now. a Coyning 
in the Tower, pon fog TE | 

2. Several other Prize-Ships , and diſcovering ſe- 
veral frauds, and breachs of cruſt in ſom perſons, 
= | to * 


:- _ ny - 
to the» great darmmage' of che” Commdg.weakh. 
. © 3, There is a Committee appointed for the publick 
Treaſurie, and for the beſt improovment; theſe pro- 
poſitions is' for them , wherein by careful mannag- 
ing of the ſale of the: Prize-goods, they may improve 
" the ſame manicthouſand pounds yearly , & carri 
of that buſineſs of che ſale of your Prize-goods , I 
humbly deſire maie bee calledto' a firit and exemplar 
count. | | 
_- 4.1 humbly think that there is not oneMember itt 
the Houſ will conceiv his time loft ro bee made ac- 
quainted with the ſeveral paflages of chis Narrative ; 
if I knew anie would not beftow the reading of it, 
I would ſpare my pains in preſenting them with it; 
- ' 7, If I would have been taken off ofthe' Proſecu- 
tion of this buſineſs, as ſom are who offered mee 
their aſsiſtance ſeveral times about Januarie laſt ; now 
their ARions are turned, they are at preſent for the 
Merchants that claim this Silver, and a& the Mer 
chants-buſfineſs againſt the Common-wealth : if I 
would: have don the ſame thing, I needed not at this 
daic have peticioned for my dammages, to the Parla- 
ment ; my deſerting the proſecutzon, had boft the State's 
bufmeſs , for which'I1 could have had aclevenchouſand 
nds paid mee with thanks, anie where in Chri- 
Rendom 7 would have had it paid mee: but1 neyer have 
or will by God's aſsiftance, leav the Common, 
wealch for particular profit. Had I don as ſom have 
don, ( whel'd about) the State had been cozened of 
every. pennie of- theſe Prizes; but . thoſe that knowy 
mee truly, know I am of another temper ; 7 deſire 
all men whomſoever in this Nation , to give mee a 
charge to this preſent Parlament, that direRly or in- 
direAly, I ever for my own private ule, received one 
 Pennie of any man for any favor , connivance or 0- 
rher waies whatſoever in the late King's time; and 7 
freely have gotten manie man his pardon ; from = 
ats 
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ate king :-and now I am i 4n this buſineſs, 
no ws hal diretly or indirealy draw mee to % 
traie-the Scate's intereſt if any can give mee a charge, 
L chalenge! them to do it, ( I knovy [ have cnemies 
enough, I deſire them to give mee a charge, I'defire 
| no favor), . Upon the reſult of all, I humbly defire 
_ the Parlamene to conſider ſeriouſly, how manic men 
- would have ſerved the Parlamens fo faithfully as I 
have don, upon the ſingle account of aQing againſt 
all Merchants and others in the World, for the Ho- 
nor of the Parlament, -and ſaftie.of my pative Coun» 
trie. If-this bee not duely conſidered by this Parla- 
metit, and: my eſtate. reſtored, all men for the future 
will have a care hovv they ſerv the Publick, to bring 
a ruine on themſelys for beeing honeſt to their Na- 
tO , 7-4 ; | 

-- 8. That wheras ſeveral Honorable Members of the 
former Council of State, Members of Parlament are 
named in this Narrative, I do humbly appeal to their 
Honors for the particular buſineſs they arenamed in, 
for the truth 'of what is aſcertcined , - both for the 
matter, time and circumſtance, onely putting it into 
a form. | 

- - 9- This Narrative 1 put forch for the information 
of the preſent Judges of the Court of Admiraltie , 
that ſo, they mate bee acquainted with che ſeveral a- 
buſes, farmerly aRed by fom in the Court of Ad- 
micaltic, :and that they carcfully ſce, that ſuch reme- 
dies, by. Act of this preſent Parlament, may bee made 
for the due regulating the Officers, and procecdings 
of that, Court for the future, that all former abulics, 
. and deceits formerly put on the Comman-wealth , 
may. bee prevented; I humbly defire an Order of 
Parlament, chat the Judges in the Admiraltie bee Or- 
dered to take an exact account, what Ships have been 
diſcharged the Prize-Office, by Order of the Admi- 
raltie, fiace the firſt of Augy/? , 1652, to the firſt of 

"+ | | Auguſt 


(105) 
Aniuſt 1653. and the daies. when, and what Ships 
were ſeized for the State, and what Ships for Prizes 
of private men of War, there is now depending in 
the Court of Admiraltie this x. of Auguſt 1653. and 
in ſom other particulars which 1 will attend the 
Judges of the Admiraltie in. I do humbly deſire 
S& Sackvil Crow, Doctor Walker, DoRtor Clark, Adyo- 
cates of the Comman-vyealch, M* Lievtenanc ofthe 
Tower, Liey. Colonel Joice, Colonel Wetton, M* Oxen- 
bridge and M* Sparrow, Commilsioners of Datch-Prizc s 
goods ; M* Jfaxc Doreſlaws, M* William Riley, Keeper 
of the Records in the Tower, and all others thatare 
named in this Narrative to declare, whether-the pro- 
ceedings and things ſer down, bee not a true Narra- 
tive of my tranſactions in this buſineſs, the putting 
the ſaid bulinels into a form beeing allowed mee; 
all which pains and charge had been faved', if che 
old Council: of State and Parlament had continued , 
manie of them were privie to- everie one of theſe 
| paſſages, andcould have reported it to the Houf, with- 
out putting mee to che trouble co Print this Narrative. 


And 1 humbly referr my ſelf to the judgment of all judicious 
men, Whether there Was not a neceſcitie to Print this Narras 
tive afereſaid , for the due and true information of all the 
Honorable Members of this. preſent Parlament ,. I humbly 
conceiving , everie one of them having equal and Supreme 
Paper - da mee Fuiſtice in this my bumble Petition, (and 
Þ prate Ged in Fleaven dire& them) that they maie do mee 
their hnmble Petitioner right in this cauſ * for as 1 am 
dealt with m this buſmeſs, it will remain on Record , either 
t0 encotrage or diſcourage any for the future, to do the State 
ſervice in the like kinde, In the firſt place, F have had 
conſtantly in wy eie, in the whole courſ of my proceedings in 
this Weightie buſineſs, the. Saftie, Benefit , Advantage and 
Honor of this Common wealth in this conunfture of time , 
rPentiirmg: in this ation, both my perſon, eſtate and life, to 
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accompliſh and do the (ommon-wealth this ſervice, avainſt publick. 
| v4 x4 farrein Princes, Judges and Officers Fe ps of 
Atrmiraltie, and hundreds of Merchants * both Engliſh ' antt 
- Others , as everie Member of this preſent Parlament may ſee 
from the firſt to the | laſt of this my'Narrative, + ' 
Secondly, T have hal « carefil eie, that upm doing this 
difficult fervice, that tha Parlament might (acording to tbe pro« 
miſs of ths Council of State, upon my andertaking this buſineſs ) 
reſtore mee tomy eſtate which bath been unduely taken from mee, 
that ſo I might have to live of my own m a plentiful waie, as I 
have don formerly , and bee enabled to ſerv the ; Canmon« 
wealth thereby. | - 
- And'theſe are the true reaſons, that cauſed mee to Print 
this . Narrative, and no- other , 1 would have any that arenot 
of this opinion know , 1 can keep ſecrets as Well as another 
man, and manie hundred ſecrets 1 know both- of times paſt; 
; and preſent, that ſhall bee buried in perpetual filence, except 
ſuch a neceſsitie as this is, which is for the fafiie of the 'Na- 
- tion, and for the ſaving my Whole eſtate , enforceth- mee 6 
diſcover them, 1 bumbly leav it ts- the judgment of any juſt 
 difereet or boneſt man, Whether I could never get this my baſineſs 
truly ſlated to this Parlament , Without ſetting forth this, 
Narrative, and 1 bumblyleav it to any indifferent man 
ſuppoſing. hee: had all bis. eftate unduely taken away from him, 
8s mine is from mee,: Whether bee would ſpare to ſpeak, or 
leav any ſtone unturn'd , if all beg had ſhould bee loſt for want 
ba * Þbole buſineſs is bumblly left tothe Juſtice, Equitie and 
Pietie of this Honorable Parlament, at whoſe feet I. proſtrate 
it, arid ſhall daily praie for their profperitie in this World and + 
in the World to con. ES ns 
Hg. 3. 1653+ | "I | 
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A Liſt of all ſuch Ships as the Fleet of the Pax ram xs wr of England have broug 
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he into this / 


Common-wealth as Dutch-Prizes, (which Ships have all been diſcharged by the High. 
Court of Admiraltie, the dates here-under written) beſides ſeveral other Ships diſchar- 
ged as Dutch-prizes brought into this Common-wealth by diverſ private men of War, | 
the particular names and times of their diſcharge, I humbly deſire the Regiſter of the | 
High Court of Admiraltie may bee ordered to bring into the Parlament, 


Alſo 1 humbly deſire, that the Right Honorable Admiral Blake may bee deſired to ſend up unto the Parlament whar | 


Ships of Hamboroug 


h,Laubeck, Danxick, or any of the Hans-Towns, hee or any of his Officers hath given paſſes 2 


ſail to the foreſaid places, ſince AuguFt 12, 1652. 


Ships and Goods therein reſtored Maſters. T he Parties to whom. 


' Decem. 10. 1652 (IF; Sloape called the Love and Goods, London Luther Mayter——— Unto the M* and Comp. 


Decemb.16. 
Decemb.16G. 
! Decemb.16. 
Decemb.16. 
Decemb.16. 
Decemb.18. 
Decemb.18. 
Decemb.18. 
Decemb.18. 
Decemb.4.- 
OA0b.15. 
O0Fob.1® 
ofb.22. 
Fuly3o- 
Septem.29. 
Ottob.12. 
Decem.10. 
Septem.2t. 
'0ctob.8. 
Decemb.22. 
Decemb.10. 
O7Fob.15. 


Auguſt 15. 
Septem.21. 
Octob, 1? 
Auguſt L 
 Otdob.s. 
Novemb.17. 
Novemb.19« 
Nowvemb.1 9. 
Novemb.17» 
Novemb.17- 
Novemb.21. 
Nqvem.17- 
Novem,22: 
Novem.19. 
Novem.19e. 
Novem: 17. 
Noxem.1 J- 
Novemel7 
' Novem.17e 
Novem.17. 
Novem.17. 
Novem.19. 
Novenm.17. 
Novem. 19. 
Novem.19. 
Novem.17. 
Novem.s. 
Novem; 22. 
Ofob.15- 
Of0b.12. 
Decem.1® 
Novem. 19- 
Decem. 1® 
Novem.19- 
Novem. 29. 
Decem.1® 


52 WY Fiſher of Straclſondr and Goods, Dover— Gaſpor Viſcar ——— Unto the M* and owners 

52 [HAN Peter of Straelfondt and Goods, London— Albert Hubertſon—— Unto the M* and owners 

52 S608= Abraham's Sacrifice and Goods Ditto—— Unto Peter Scrother for the uſe &c: 
52 Fortune and Goods Ditto ——————— erent Yan Dunk—— Unto the ſaid M* and owners 

52 S* John Baptiſt, and Goods —-————— -—— Bartle Fohnſon —— Unto the M*for the owners 

52 St John Baptiſt, and Goods — ———— ———— Rattey Bye M* — —- Unto the ſaid M' for &c. 

52 George of Hambrough and Goods, Falm%——— Martine Stchew —— Unto the ſaid M* for 8c. 

52 S* John and Goods Ditto =— -— erent Jehnſos-ſo#8 — Unto the M* for 8c, 

52 Temperance, and Goods ——— —— Frederick Witherick Unto the M* for &c, 

52 Peter and Goods except the Silver, Ditto — ——— Daniel Stretman —— Unto the M' for &c. 

52 S* Jo. Baptiſt of Horn,& goods,except i part, Ditto— Incbrand Peterſon — Unto Laurence de Geere 

52 Goods Scedulate inthe Cock, alias Roſecrame ——— Tenby ——— Unto Don Antonio de Plato 

52 Young Tobias, and Goods, Cows ——— ———- /eſcll Geſrnſon M* — Unto Zacbarie Lappa 

52 Love Galliots, and goods, London—————— Sveyer Johnſon—— Unto Lewis de Geere, and comp* 
52 Goods Scedulate izthe Cock, alas Roſecrime Tynby ——=——— Unto lacintho Lopez, 

52 Ann of Oſtend, and Goods, Plim?® E - Daniel Cornellis — — Unto Joos Fremont, and Comp? 

52 Six-ie eight Butts of Oyl in the Griman, London—— Unto Cornelis and Gerard Knife 

52 A Sixth part of the Ship Hopewell, and Goods _—— Peter Johnſon—— — Uaro John Somthwood, or aſſigns , 
52 7 part of Ancona of Venice with freight due, Ditto— Adrian Hendrickſon— Unto Euſtace Van Ekey 

52 Katharine of Hambrough, and goods, Dittg—— —— Briſtoll — Unto the M*for &c, 


52 A Cheſt and half & Barrel of Sugar, Fortuneof Fluſhin Unto John Hubine, or aſſigns 
52 xpart of one two and thirticth part of the Ship Maid 


of Enchuſen, and + part of one two and tintchs 68 pat aol Unto Zachary Laeppa, or aſſigns 
part of the lading, and 13 ſaccardave planks——— FRY | 


53 +: parts of the King David and lading -—— — Walter Facobſon Mr— Unto Simon Clerk, and Comp* 

52 Fortune of Hambrough, and goods, Plim? ————,— John Strother Maſter Unto Philip Dunker, 8c. 

52 May-Flower, and goods, Portſm®——————— 4rdrew Shorte Maſter Except + part of Ship 8 goods for ſalvage 
52 Gift of God of Ayre, and goods, Plim® ———— Thema Kennedy M* Unto Thomas Jarvay, and others 

52 Fortune of Newport, and goods, Ditto —— Joos de Vink Maſter Unto Gaſper Sanſen, and others - 


52 Peace of Wiſemire, and goods, Dover ————— Claes Maults Maſter Unto the {aid M*and Cora Y: 
52 Sf Jacob, and goods, London —.- - _ wn CO hrifiiow won | 


p< BECR-Bagiey ant gUUUS, LJUVCE = co —_—_——_—— TALES —— Unto Hendrick Vanaskine, and others 
52 S* Matthew of Hambrough, and goods, Ditto——— Henry Cruſe —— — Unto Peter Larkines, and others 


52 Charitic of Gottenbrough, Ditro _— — Paul Pawſon Boman— \1nto George Van Lingard, and others 
52 Hunter, and goods, Ditro ——— Claves Griſel Maſter Unto the M* and Comp? 
5.2 Fortune of Strac]ſondr, and goods, Ditto Daniel Ranges ——— Unto the ſaid Darjel Ranges, and others 
52 Icedom, and goods, Ditto——- —— — Paſque Alberts —— Unto the M: for the uſe of Hen. Johnſon . 
52 King David, and goods, London-—————— gil Lites ——— Unto Yincent Kiningsburgh, and Camp* 
52 Sampſon of Wiſemire, and goods, Dover —— ——— $evert Godtmany—— Unto Herrick YVanderdley, and others 
52 Hope of Dantzick, and goods, Portſm%————.— John Johnſon —— — Unto Peter Beſon, and Comp? 
53 Land of Promiſe, Dover Is —— Garret Higenloe-—— Unto Burgo- M* wakeman, and others 
52 S* Ellinof Roſtock, Ditto —— Hendrick Durelffe— Unto the ſaid M* and Comp? 
52 Fortune of Hambrough, and goods, Ditto ——— — David Beck ——— Unto the M' for the uſe of the owners 
52 Fortunc of Lubeck, and goods, Portſm® — Joachim Dunke ——— Unto the M* and Comp? 
52) uſtice of Hambrough, London——.—— —— Frederick Fox —— VYntothe M* and Comp? 
53 Concorde Label ndgoods Dich = Ju rele === es ny ſe 
, S, Ditto} ——- — John Durelofſe——— Unto Anthony Weffels and Comp? 
52 Hope of Hambrough, and goods, Dicto _ T — Ve Jobn wm—_— and Comp* F 
52 Sampſon of Hambrough, and goods, London —— Havs Hiteman——— Vnto William de ls Biſtrus and others 
- oe $ ONE, OE SODGh, DREo = = —— Garret Hendrickſon— Vnto Andrew Garrretſon and others 
Les - King David 7 part, and 7 part Brazeile-wood—— | Vnto Baldwin Matthews 
52 S' Jacob of Hambrough, Falm'— Client Marenſos —— Vnto John Lemerman and Comp* 
52 Ln® Little Prince © part and of Tackle and Furniture— Claes [uniſon——=— Vnto Ralph Tomaines 
52 Ditto Antona of Venice; part and of Taclke, &c. — Peter Johnſon  Vnto Baltazar Vandegoes 
52 Two White Hawks, and goods, Dover —- —— Peter Harmaſon Beker Yntothe ſaid M' 
52 Love, and youre London—.. ———— John Hendricks —--—— \ nto Williams Blachford and others 
525 —_—_— "_ ”_ Dover — ——— John Peterſon Greipe— Vnto the M* for the uſe of the owners 
_ Py Koa les A Apron ſy - — Hendrick Martines— V'nto the ſaid M'and Comp* 
2 $' Sebaſtian, and A In - Simon Fox ———— Vntothe ſaid M* and Comp 
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—c_—_—__—_ oh Gf tothe ſaid M.for the uſe of the owne 
Signed, Tro, Violet. 
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Noble Sir! 


: Have here preſented you a true Narrative 
RA Fs of lom remarkable paſſages, concerning 
RY ISS the Silver Prizes, viz, the Ships, Sam: 
Wy EP pſon, Salvador , and George, and ſeveral 
CS MDENE Prizes depending in the High-Court of 
Admiraitie, wi:h ſom prime obleryations of the Trade 
of this Nation, and for regulating the Mint in the 
Tower of Zoudm. : | 
Sir! There are ſom men, when they behold' a houf 
ready figithed, they do not at the firlt apprehend the (e- 
veral pins, and beams, and materials that make's and 
frame's the buil3ing ; there is many a nail driven, which 
the SpeRtaror never lee's ; the builder that paie's for it, 
hee onely keep's that particular account, as I have don 
for this Book, I humbly preleat you. | 
Imuſt confels, this 1s but a thatched Cottage , but it 
hath coſt mee many years pains and trouble , and great 
expence, to preſent itto you, in that ruff, and unpolliſh- 
ed ſhapeitis in ; 1 have for many years, night and daie; 
had ſeycral helps and hands, both in England and beyond- 
Seas, from choice intelligencers, and out of ſeveral ma« 
nuſcripts in the cuſtodie of S* John Cook, when hee was 
Secretaric to the late King , and fince the Parlament, I . 
have got whar I could by induſtrie, from Merchants and 
others, both athome and abroad at my great expence, to 
makemec {rviceable ro my Countrie, in ſtudyingthe 
individual proſperitie of every man, thatis a true loyer 
of this Common-wealthe 
Sir! Hee that cravail's far in a Winter's daic, had need to 
bee up before Sun-rifing, And ſuch honorable Mem- 
bers as your (elf, ſhall and have no doubt found the af- 
fairs of the Common-vwealth, left ſtrangely intangled, 
the 20, of April 1653. The great God of Heaven. di- 
xe& you to ſerall ſtrait in the Common-wealcb; and that 
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y ou may amend what you found amils, to the comfort 
of this Nation, and to you, and your poſterities , ever- 
laſting honor, whereby this Common-wealth may bleſs 
Gud for you, and other worthie Members of Farlament, 
ana Armie. 
 S1R ! There is a Rule in the State of Yenice, 
when their Embſladors com home , the Senate there 
requireth them to give an account , of the negotia- 
tions in Forreign parts, and to declare the conditions, 
manners, fa[hions and powerfull parties aid factions 
in thole Kingdoms or Commoan-weal:hs from 
whence they return, 
An Embaſſador of Yenice returning from England, 
in the Jate King Charles's time, was, according to 
cuſtom, co give his ulual account in the Scoate, hee, 
after a long Oration of the povver of the Spaniſh, 
Italian, French, Dutch , and Scotcb-intereſt in the 
Cour. of England, their ſeveral influences on all the 
ations of the Jate Kirg, ard his Countel, was re- 
quired to give an account of the power and intcieſis 
the Engliſh Natives had themwliclvs in their own 
Counſcls; to which the Fmbaſlador replied, That 
the Natyes themſelys had little or no power in the 
Court of England ; for though the King's Privie Council 
bad all Engliſh bodres, yet they bad Spaniſh, French, Dutch, 
and Scotch hearts, and many of them Forreign Prince's Pen- 
 froners ; and the true Jovers of their Countrie, the Na- 
tives of England, had lictle power in their own Coun- 
ſels; the late King having a reſolucicn to caſt off all 
Parlameats, and to rule by his own Prerogative. 
The lac effets of thoſe Counſels, and thir miſ- 
carriages, brought the late great miſeries and Wars on 
this Nation. | 
May it pleaſ you Sir! I would to God ſom men 
could not juſtly ſay the like, during ſom time of the 
late Parlament : n:any of their Counlellors and Mem- 
bers in the begining of the late Parlament ſpeaking 
| Fe wif 
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all perfir Scotch and Presbyterie; and afterwards ſoni 
of their lace Counſellors perfe&t Spaniſh, Dutch and 
French. S1 KR! I ſay I haye found this a ſad truth, 
ten thouland pounds deep and better, to my particu- 
lar eſtate. 

S1R&! let mee moſt humbly entreat you to bee in- 
firumental,wich all the worthie Mcmbers of th:s preſene 
Pa-lament, to remember they are Evgliſh, and to a& 
upon true Engliſh principles, eſteeming the good of 
the Nation above all private reſpe&s ; and their faith 
and word once paſt, is ever to bee kept, either with 
particular men or States. 

There was many Noble Gentlenien of the laſt 
Parlament labored it, and ſtudied to bring ic abou: ; 
bur they were over-powred by ſeveral parties, and 
diviſions even amongſt themſelvs ; if there bee any 
that hinder his good work in your Counlels, I pray 
God co diſcover him, and to amend and conveit 11m or 
bring tum co Juſtice. | 

Thar which I mot humbly deſire, is, for every 
man perfectly and freely ( with due reverence 1hums 
bly tay it co tte Supreme Autoritie) to ſpeak bis 
Countrie's language, perfect Engliſh in all their words 
and ations, to bee publick ſpirited men, that is, 
co ſtuvie the juſt peace, wealth, proſperitie and bap- 
pincis of every individual member of this Nation , 
and that th-y ftuJie the reſtoring of Trade, the ere- 
ing of Manutanies, the ſetting all the poor on 
work, to the relieving the aged and impotent, even 
ſuch as have beea itruck by God's hand, or for their 
Countrie's defence. 

My molt earneſt ſuit to you, is, above all carthly 
things, dilt;;ently to prepare Ships, men, and materi- 
als tor to detenu your Vominion of the Seas ofthis 
Common wealth , for without this, you, nor any 
one member in chis Nation, can call any thing their 

EE ___ own, 
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Own, longer then it (hall bee lent them by the cour- 
tefies of our-neighbor-Nation. 

And what favor upon their prevailing can bee 
ex (ſpeed by us fromtnem, their former courteſies in 
the Eaſt-Indies, and their late aftions apparently de- 
clare to every true Eogliſh hearc, 

Upon bonwable and juſt conditions, for the goed of both 
Nations, God in bis good time I hope and pray for, that 
- bee will finde a Way to ſave his ſervant Ifaac, that is, bath 
Engliſh and Dutch; and catch the Ram in the Buſh , 
T mean the Jeſuits that lately kindled this fire, and to this 
daie blow the coles between both Nations. 

Novle S1R! I havein this Narrative, ſhevved you a 
Warch ia pieces, and ſom of the Wheels and Springs thar 
make's the motion, or ell a Carpenter's Rule, the inches 
and Mathematical lines. Yet noble Sir ! I humbly tell 
you, the ſhewing a man a Rule and a Watch . doth not 
enable him, without long ſudie, tools and materials,co 
make a Watch, or a Rule. 

[ humbly faic, I had rather bee a Carpenter by daily 
| praQtice to know how to build a houſ , then a Mathe- 

matitian by Theorick, which can talk of an hundred 
things in framing an houſ ; but give him aM allet, Saw 
and Square, hee know's not how to handle one of 
them, 
Soit is notthe Theorick,but the Praftick part that can 
do this ſervice which I have don for the Common- 
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havecram'd their purſes, and bought incredible yaſt poſ- 
ſe(s:10ns, | | 

Their monies and lands they novy have, belong's truly 
to the Common-wealch, aad every particular member 
in this Nation, have been abuled by their indire& 
waies. = 9 

For in the late Parlament and late Council of State, 
many things were propounded of excellent nle for the 
 Common-wealth, both by my ſelf and others ; bur ſel- 

dom any thing took inany other mould , then that ſuch, 
and ſuch Members, their brethren, kindred, or favorites, 
muſt have the management of all che Publick Treaſu- 
ries, Cuſtoms and Excile, Prize-good*, Mint-affairs, and 
all other places of profic. 

And juſtly I conceivy they ought to have the prehemi- 
nence, provided every one of their attempts had been 
juſt, their allowances moderate, and their whole tran(a- 
Rions fairly and = carried, without fraude. 

Noble Sir, it will upon ſtrit examination bee found 
for theſe many years, ſeyeral publick Officers have not 
duely accounted for their Receipts of monie, to the Com- 
mon-wealth, by which abuſes of not calling the Trea- 
ſurers; or Committee-men toa tri account yearly , or 
oftener, according to the former cuitoms in the Exche. 

ver. The Common-wealth hath in their Officers 
hands at this daie remaining, Millions of monie ; 
which is as due to them, as a mans rent is due when 
a Tennant enjoy's his Land-lord's lands ; and had all 
the accounts of the Commoan-vealth , been kept in a 
Regular waie , the publick debts wight have been far 
better paid , and the Common- wealth have kept their 
Lands intire, which hath been ſold at an under-valoe 
above a Million of monie ,. for Rents of Lands that 
yearly might have been paid this Republick, to the 
World's end, had ſom Members and Treafurers of the 
late Parlament been juſt. 

S1R! This Nation may bee compared to the poor 
OE SS (ff) "©2000 
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man in the Goſpel, that fell amongſt a partie of Theiys* 
who have wounded us ſeveral waies ; theſe Theivs 
are ſom of che late Members of Parlament, ſom Trea- 
{urers, Committee-men and ſeveral other Officers of the 
Publick ; ſom of them hath ſerved the Common- 
wealth, as many lewd people do at great fires in Cities , 
pretend they com to carrie away the goods that they 
ſhould bee kept from the fire, and for the uſe of the 
owners, and by all outward appearance in their words, 
expreſs themſelys co bee very inſtrumental to ſquench the 
fire, when originally in their hearts and actions they 
blow thecoles, andcom onely to pelfer and proline the 
monie,- plate, linnen and goods they can laie their hands 
on. Andthe poor owners in ſuch times of fright , de- 
livering his or thcir goods to any that will kand them 
from the fire ; many a mercileſs Theif, inſtead cf keep- 
ing this monic,plate and goods, ſafe for the diſtreſſed and 
affl;&ted owner, carrie's it direaly home to his own 
houſ, and there felenouſly keep's it for his private uſe, and 
ſo add's affliction to afflition ; when the poor and di- 
fireſſed man, know's hee was careful to keep his plate; 
his monieand ſom goods from the fire, but hath had the 
* Ill luck to deliver it into ſuch hands that have rob'd him, 
who pretended, during the fire, to bee friends , bur after 
roved Theivs, | 

S1R! I humbly referr it to you, ſhould ſuch a Theif, 
com afore you , whether you would not think it to 
liccle to make the Theif reſtore to the true owner, the 
partie that had a =_ loſs by fire, his own proper goods, 
ſounduly and fclenouſly detained , and if upon refuſal 
anddenial, and juſt and due proof by good witneſs, or 
taking the goods in the Theivs cuſtodie , whether you 
ougi:t not in Juſtice to ſend ſuch Theivs to a houſ of 
CorreCtion, or tric them by a Juric and hang them. 

S1R! Let mee entreat you for God's lake conſider, 
you having the power of this Nation now in your 
hands, whether you can anſwer it to God, your own 
conſcience 
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conſcience, or this abuſed Nation, for whom you ery , 
now | have with all humilicie, humb'y made you ac- 
quainted with it, if youand other worthie Members of 
Parlament do not do the Common- wealth right in this 

articular ; Ihuinbly ſaie, it is the praiers and ex(pecta- 
tions of thouſands to have this ſtrictly called to ac- 
count. 

Sir! T humbly preſent you not with one T beif, but with bun- 
dreds of Theivs, not pilfering T 'ervs that ſteal's for neceſsitie to 
fill ther bellies, but mightie Theivs, ſuch as have ſwallowed of the 
(-m non-wealth's T reaſure, ſum of them one bundred thouſand 
pounds a man ; theſe Theivs, lurk not in barns, allies, 
thach'd houles or blinde places, bur in Palaces and 
Lord-ſhips, which they have fraudently gotten ; and al- 
moſt every Pariſh in this Nation, bath one of the brood 
of theſe Caterpillers. 

Sis! my moſt humble ſuireto you is, to remember 
the time of this Parlame it 1s ji , the daies weeks and 
months run quickly abouc , many that have cap't and 
crouched co leveral of the late Parlameat men, when they 
were in povver ; now Sir, they (lite and ſcorn ſeveral of 
them, for abuſing cheir trult ; for God's ſake avoid that 
Rock wiuch deſtroied (ſeveral of them, which was 
ſelf-{ecking and covetuoulneſs, and feeding men's expe- 
Eacion with yain delaies ; at laſt the tears of the poor 
and oppreſſed aſcended to heaven , and God in his good 
time will call ro account, ſuch as while they had a hand 
of becingthe Common-wealch's nurſing Fathers , have 
almoſt ſtarved the Childe ; Sir! when this Commons 
wealth hath caled for bread, ſom of chem hath given it 
a Stone , when this Common-wealth hath been a 
thirſt, ſom of chem hath given ic Vinigar and Gall in 
ſtead of wine to refreſh them , many of them becing 
men of no conſcience, no faith, promils-dreakers and 
ſelf-ſcekers. 

I humbly leay this to your conſideration , whether 
theſe Gripers, the Treaſurers, Committees, and "—_ 
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of the Common-wealch's ſpunges, ought not to bee 
| made reſtore what they have unjuſtly deteined, and 
bee ſqueezed ; to cut ſom of theſe men in pieces and 
make them Hawk s-meat, they will bee as accepta- 
ble a lacrifice as Emſon and Dudley was in Hemy the 
Eighth's time, | 
Let but the State paie mee my monie out of the 
Silver 1 cauſed to bce flaied, which is now coining 
in the Tower ; which the late Council of State pro- 
miſed mee, amounting to the ſumme of Eleven thou- 
ſand pounds, I will finde waies to bring into this Par- 
lament diverl hundred thouſand pounds, which will bee 
acceptable to all the good people of this Nation, and 
fave them taxes ; and if theſe Treaſurers and Com- 
mittee-men bee angry when they ſce what 1 pro- 
pound, | ſhall value their anger no more then I do 
ſom Merchants, and ſom others that are mad at 
mee for ſtaying the Dutch Prize-filver ; Sir! 1 had 
not common reaſon,if I did not ſee and know ſom men 
have and will leav no ſtone unturn'd to do mee a 
miſchief for this wy affeRtion and' faithfulneſs to this 
Nation in ſaying che Silver. 
 Butif my ſervice bee ducly reſpeted by ſuch wor- 
thic perſons as your ſelf , who is qualified and im- 
wied to do mee right , it ſhall encourage mee to 
proceed in this ſervice, for the benefit of this Com- 
mon-wealth, Thus with the tender of my ſervice 


and due reſpeRs, I remain, 


Your humble ſervant 


'Thomas Violet. 
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The great miſchiefs that is befallen them in 
Iceland by light and clipped monie ; ſom 
Goldſmiths and «hers in London and 
Briſtow the chief autors of this miſchief, 
- to bave the bottom found out, P. 49 
Againſt culling and melting down of Eng- 
liſh monte, P+5 9. 
The great miſchiefs ſeveral Exchanging 
Goldſmiths in Lombardſtreet do the 
State, P.50. 
The miſcbiefs that com to England by the 
late King's ſetting up ſeveral Mints at 
Briſtow, Shrewsburie, York, Ox 
ford, Carlile, | P-52. 
eAgainſt the making Gold and Silver 
Thred in England, beeing A great 
conſumption of the Treaſure, P.5 4+ 


Several Orders of Parlament for paſsmg 
the At againft Tranſporters of Gold 
and Silver, p.55, 56,57, and procee- 
dings of the Committees about the ſame, 


INDEX. 


The Proveſt and Monier's anſwer to the ob- The inconveniences of Raſing monie,p.5 # 


60,610 
A Warrant of the Council of State to 
ſearcb for Silver ſtollen ontof the Prize= 
ſoipe, 7 I 
Tho. Violet's Letter to the Dutch-prize 
Commiſsioners, p. 67, 68, 68, 69,70, 
; 71,72,73, 74» 
The Dutch Skippers will (wear _ ting 
to deceiv the State of their Prizes, p.75 
Tho. Violet's proceeding in the Court of 
- Admiraltie, the firſt time bee attended 
that buſineſs;ſbewing the Court ſeveral 
reaſons againſt - th? diſcharge of 1be 
Prize- ſhips, till all bi-Wimeſſss were 
examined, P: 75,7 6,77,78, 
| 79,80. 
The damage ariſing to this Common- wealth 
by their delaie of examining of Wimeſs 
giving theirDutch-claimers time to forge 
any claims, | PeSx. 
The Datch Fafors in London deeply en- . 
gaged to get this ſilver and-prizes out of 
the State's band, p. 81, ſeveral Exs 
preſſes ſent to Spain by tbe Merchants 
to get the Spaniards to claim this filver, 
with the reaſons to induce the Dutch to 
do it, p-82,83. 
Tho. Violet, greatly feareth things are 
not fairly carried by ſom in Doors 
Commons, p.82 
All the Silver abord Otho George taken 
in by night in Spain, Pp. 82,83. 
Otho George a more dangerous enemie 
then iz eaſily apprebended, p.$3,84. 
In the Ship Peter ſo much monie claimed 
by the Merchants, that there is not balf 
the ſilver found «5 is claimed. yp. $6. 
Tho. Violet attended the Lord chief Fu- 
ſtice Rolles about this buſineſs, bee bee- 
ing then Lord Preſident of the Council; 
who upon perv(al of bis Papers did great 
ly commend T ho. Violet for bis care 
of the ſafety of this Common-wealth, 
and the 13 Jan. 1653, bis Lordſhip 
preſented the many ſervices I had don 
the Common-wealth, to the Council of 
State in ſtaying the Prize-ſilver,p.$6, 
Mr Hill and 4r Wilſon, two of the Com- 
miſſoners of Prize-goods, told mee, they 
were Merchants, and bad their eſtates in 
Spain, and would appear no further, 
without 


(| 
5 i 


ment to indemmifie them p $9, [o that 
bad T not put in my Proteſt, tho Com- 
men- wealth had loſt all the Prizes and 


Silver, + 89. 


| | P 
My Letrer and Poſtſcript to M* David 
Bud, 24 Dec. 1652, wherein I ear- 
neſtly preſs bim not to betraie his Truſt; 
and that if bee did not mend for the fu- 
ture, I would preſent him and bis aftions 
to the judgment of the Parlament ; who, 
if they bad not been diſſolved as they were, 
would have made Mr Bud, and ſom 0- 
* thers in the Admiraltie, examples : this 
Parlament, I bope, will call them to a 
ſftri# account 3 for it concern's the ſafety 
of the Nation, to watch well the afjions 
of ſom in the Admiraltic, p.90,91. 
A Liſt of the Ships - 2.994 
©ueen Eliſabeth's quarrel with the Fans 
Towns, P.99. 
The Feſuitf's work to ſet England and 
Holland by. the Ears to deſtroy them 
both, P-100,101, 103,103. 
Tho. Violet defire's the Commiſioners 
| for prize goods may bee ordered to de- 
liver to the Parlament a Lift of all ſhips 


INDEX. 
without they could get an AG of Parla- - 


oo 


preſent the ſame to ſom of the Cuuncil of 
State, with the Tender of their ſervices, 
P-108, 109. 


Tho. Vi let's Petition to the Council of 


State, referred to the Council of Trade, 
P-156,157. 


Order of the Council of State for to con+ 


fider of the waies to ſet the mint on work, 
and to take ſom courſ for the bindering 
the Tranſporting Gold and Silver, 

P-16I. 


The Propoſitions of Tho. Violet to the 


Commintee for the Mint , and removing 
of abuſes prattiſed on the Coin and 
Bullion of the Nation, p.162,163,164, 

195,166,167,168, 


Another Propoſition of Tho. Violet for 


ſetting the Mint on work,, and ſaving 
the State fifteen bundred pounds a year, - 
of what they have allewed the Maſter- 
Worker of the Mint on his accounts; or- 
dered hy the Committee 10 bee reported 
to the Council of State, p.169, to 172. 


Several orders of the Committee of the 


Mint about a Trial with Peter Blon- 
deau the Frenchman, p-173,174-175, 


I76. 


diſcharged, and the day when ſent, 16 of An Order of the Committee of the Mint, to 


Decemb. 1652. P-107. 
A Letter of the Prize-Commiſsioners to 
Mr Thurloe, Secretarie to the Coun- 
cil of State, declaring, that they they 
bave found Tho, Violet very ative 
and knowing in making theſe diſcoveries 
* of the Prizes, both for the Silver and 
Goods ; and that Tho. Violet had don 
the Common-wealth ſeveral good and 
great ſervices in the buſineſs of tbe Pri- 
'2es 35 and defire's Mr Thurloe to 


bave the Tranſporters of Gold'or Sil- 
ver, and all unlawful buying and ſelling 
Gold or Silver, or Culling and Meliing 
down the Currant Silver , excepted out 
of the General Pardon, 2 4 Jan. 1652, 


P-173+ 
Tho. Violer's brief obſervaticns of what 


hath been Afied at the late Council of 
Trade, from tha 20 Aug. 1650, to the 
lafl of December 1651, vis. p. 177, 

” 178,179,1 80. 


| 1 deſire youto take notice, that / becing ſurpriſed in time, 


for the ſorting of my Papers, and uſing leveral Printers for 
' the Expedition, ſom of my Papers have been miſplaced and 
twice printed, through the negle& of thoſe I intruſted in 
this buſineſs, which 7 hope will bee no trouble to the ju- 
dicious that read's them. Alſo 7defire,what literal faults they 
_read,may bee amended by their Pens, which ſhall oblige mee, 
if God ſend mee health,and as 7 ſeethis well takes, to preſent 
to your Honors a further addition, in this natuce, for the ſer- 


vice of this Nation. 


FINIS. 


